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Antiquity of Puri City

Puri, the seat of Lord Shri Jagannatha, otherwise
known asthe Purusottam Kshetraor Shrikshetra
isanimportant centre of Hindu pilgrimagein India
Like Badrinath, Kedarnath, Amarnath,
Rameswaram and Tirupati, it isalarge sanctuary
whichisthe main centrefor pilgrimagein the sub-
continent and it has been accepted asan al south
Asan shrine by James J. Preston. From the early
period (at least fromthe GuptaAge) till the present
time, Jagannatha Puri becameafull grownkshetra
for the Hindus with considerable political and
socia support.

The sacred city of Puri, in the Indian
province of Odisha, isbest known throughout the
worldforitsgreat templeof Lord Shri Jagannatha.
The extraordinary sanctity of this Kshetra is
reflected in the Puranasand other religioustexts
inIndia TheVishnu Puranamentions Purusottama
astheabode of Vishnu, whilethe Vamana Purana
refers to the Supreme Purusottam in connection
with TirthaY atraof Prahdlad. Itisdsoknown as
Sankha Kshetra described in Utkal Khanda of
Skanda Purana. This sacred tract is said to
resemble in shagpe a conch-shdll, Sankha, which
isoneaf thefour ayudhas of Vishnu, othersbeing
chakra (discus), gada (mace) and Padma
(lotus). Puri is known as Sankhakshetra and
Bhubaneswar, Jgpur and Konark arerespectively
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called Chakrakshetra, Gadakshetra and
Padmakshetra.

Puri isthemodern name of thisPuranic holy
city. Puranas and other old Sanskrit textsrefer to
it by various namesviz., Nilachd, Nilagiri, Niladri,
Purusottama, Purusottam Kshetra, Srikshetra,
Purusottam Puri, Jagannatha Kshetra etc. Of
these names Purusottama and Srikshetra were
most popular. In the Odiainscriptions of the 15
Century A.D., it is caled Purusottama Kataka
The Ain-i-Akbari describes it as the city of
Purusottama. To the pilgrims of other parts of
India it is generdly known as the Jagannatha
Dham. The earliest Engilsh vistor, William Bruton,
who came here in 1633, cdled it ‘the greet city
of Jaggarnat’ being called after their great
Jaggarndt’ . In the early years of the British rule,
in the Government records, Puri has been
described asthe city of Jagannathaand the district
wasaso giventhesamename. Andrew Stirlingin
his * Account of Orissa’ published in 1824, uses
both Jagannatha-Poree and ssmply Pooree. Few
placesin Indiacan viewith Puri in rdigious sandtity,
cultura greatness and continuity. The antiquity of
this holy city goes to remote past. According to
Cunningham the ancient name of the town was
Charitra. Inthe dramaof anargharaghava, we
find the word Purusottam used for this place. In
the Nagari plate of Anangabhimalll of 1229-30

99




Odisha Review

A.D., thetown isreferred as Purusottam Kshetra
This name has been used by Muslims and
Marhattas as Purusottam Chhatar or smply as
‘Chhatar’ in their officia records. According to
the Sanskrit Scriptures, the Kshetraextendsfrom
the temple of Loknath on the west to Vilveswar
on the east and from the sea to the Mitiani, the
amdl rivulet.

Puri is Stuated (lat. 19° 47° 55" N. long
85°49 5" E.) onthe shores of the Bay of Bengd
known as ‘Mahodadhi’. The blue sea gives the
town a picturesque appearance. The town is
bounded on the south by the sea; on the west by
Mauza Sipasarubali (No.1); on the north by
Gopinathpur and on the east by Mauza
Baukhand. The area represented by the sandy
shore on which stand most of the Government
buildings is known in officid records under the
name Khasmaha Baukhand and is popularly
known as Ba ukhand, (the sandy portion). Puri is
connected both by roadsand railway prior to the
British conquest in 1803 A.D. Therewasno road
in the red sense of the term, besides afew fair-
wesether cart-tracts without bridges and without
proper ferry arrangements for crossing theriver.
Thetraffic from the south to Cuttack passed dong
the eastern shore of the Chilika Lake between it
and the Seg; to Puri and hence followed exactly
the line of the present Jagannath Road. It passed
through Khurda aong the Ganjam road, the old
route being abandoned to Nulias and antelopes.
Another road from Puri passed through Khurda
and the Barmul passin to the Centrd provinces
via Sambalpur until 1804-1805 that thisline was
adopted. Theformer route wasthrough the States
of Nilagiri and Mayurbhanj. It passed in many
places through dense forests full of wild animals
and dacoits.

The congtruction of Jagannath road was
taken up in 1811, but it was not completed until
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1826 A.D. The gregter part of the earth work
between Cuttack and Puri was completed in
1813, but it did not become negotiableuntil 1817.
Late Maharaja Sukhmoy Ray of Calcutta
contributed a sum of one lakh and hdf for the
benefit of the Bengdi pilgrims vigting the temple
of Jagannatha. Sarais, shelter houses were built
at Bhadrak, Akhuapada, Balasore, Basta and
Raghat to accommodate pilgrims.

By railway androad, it is63 km and 60km
respectively from Bhubaneswar, the Capita city
of Odisha. The city was administratively
recognised since 1828.

The population of Puri in 1901 was
19,334. According to the census of 1971, the
population of the town was 72,674 with 14,519
number of householdsand standsin 2008 it about
2lakhs. In 1881 the Puri Municipdity wasformed
with the streets as Harachandi Sahi, Bdi Sahi,
Kalikadevi Sahi, Dolamandap Sahi,
Kundheibenta Sahi Markandeswar Sahi, Basdli
Sahi, Gourbada Sahi, Chudanga Sahi, Dandimaa
Sahi, Matimandap Sahi, Daitapada Sahi and
Kumbhargpada Sahi. Theareaof theMunicipdity
15 16.84 sq km.

Puri gradudly gained the reputation of a
hedlth resort because of its fresh sea breeze and
cooling temperature. Many residentid buildings
of well-to-do people, Guest Houses, Lodging
Houses, hotels and restaurants have been
condructed dong the Sea-shore. Prominentinthe
centre of Balukhand and close to the sea stands
the Rg Bhavan, built in 1913 for the summer
residence of the Governors.

More than four hundred of hotels, lodges,
Dharmasalas and Holiday Homes are available
for the accommodetion of the pilgrims/ tourigts.
Puri, today, presents a multi faceted profile, the
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old city teeming with market places and fine old
Templeswhich dill bear the historic imprint of its
findy woven culture. Equdly impressveisthe sea
shoreat least 7 kmlong withitsverdant, exquisitely
laid marine drive and streamlined modern beach
resorts.

General Information about Puri :

Area - 1659 km (city)
Altitude -  saalevd

Population - 1,60,000 (2001)
Temperature - Summer Max—39.90 C
Min - 20.0C

Winter Max/Min - 17.10C

Rainfdl - 135.23cm
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Language Spoken -

Odia, Hindi, Bengdi and
English.

Clothing - Light cotton in Summer
and light woollen in
winter.

Peak Season - During Rath Yatra (June

=uly) Shrikshetraor Puri boastsasafamousplace
of pilgrimage Snce hoary antiquity. Theseaknown

as ‘Mahodadhi’ is one of its five main Tirthes.

The sanctity and higtoricity of the place together

with its ided hedthy environment have been a
suitable resort through ages for the pilgrims and

tourigs dike.

Dr. Bhaskar Mishra, O.S.D (JTA), Law Department,
Stationed at Puri, E-mail : drbhaskarmishra@gmail.com
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