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Stranger Than Fiction

Endeavorsever live. Memoriesnever fade away.

“At the exasperating moments of the
fateful event, the memories labored on and on,

churned and agitated
persgently in live. Pearls of
tears were trickling down
profusdly fromtwowidelotus
eyes, charioting the agony of
Nandighos'.

“Isit to be a curse to be a
bewitching romantic beauty “?
“Doth cdegtid nymph took
birth on globe for its curse
redemption” ?

Causing cessdtion to
psychic will force, “Ketaki”
found there standing nearest
to the Emperor Sii Sri Divya
Singh Dev, feding the living
Lord, Narayana incarnated,
King Gaapati arms stretched

opento embrace her ! Ketaki jJumped up with an

uproarious sound-
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For the moment she transverse and enthroned to the
ended eventuality.

Lord of universe Lord Jagannath ever
merciful thisdevoteesthrough

architect God Viswakarma
created “Ketaki” — the full
burning ignite blazing fire
figure of love to quench the
yearning gaety of Hisdevotee
servant King Gajapati
Mahargaand the enchantress
wasindeed an enticing unique
beauty modal from the
workshop of architect of
heaven. It gppeared asthough
thecrestor filled butter inplace
of fleshinKetaki asher golden
fairness blackened at the ogle
of an ogler. King DivyaSingh
Dev log himsdf intheendless
bestitude of Ketaki’ sdrawing
cervian eyes, plausble cyno
hairs of secretive colour of
clouds, enduring and lofty, and, obstinate and
magjestic bosom pair, dender wadt, attractive

“OLoad ! Cast thee in me not, unchaste thy ; . . . .
servant” griddle and gppearing hip and endearing nava pit.

Vestige of Yavana, me cursed and fallen 111 The fact that the Bdi Sahi spring paace of S

Ketaki’s eyes were unbearable to feel the world Divya Singh Dev melt in the rhythmic throbs and
brimming with tears. longing appetitive fragrance emanated from the
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extreme gamorous igneous figure of Ketaki to
the late night was not unknown to the ministers
and ditizens, inthe 6th year (Anka) of King Divya
Singh Dev'srulein Odisha

Thewhed of timeis never ever amiable
to one. The auspicious happy hours of Ketaki
courtesan took aturn.

The spiesreported to King Gajapati that
SubaNayeb Nazim SujaK han coming to plunder
Srimandir of Lord Jagannath and construct a
Mosgue with the derbies of Jagannath Temple.
King Divya Singh Dev was plucked and
uprooted. He was fully aware of the strength,
brutaity and haterednesstowardsHindus of Suba
Nayeb Nazim Sujakhan the Nawab of
Murshidabad. The secret dream heart kept dusive
andwretched desgnsof Sujakhanto play hismast
a the Khurda Fort were wel known to King
Divya Singh Dev, though not known to many.

Suja Khan's convictions were true that
Lord Jagannath Place and placeth the core and
center of independence of Utka Kingdom. Lord
Jagannath is an exception to the Laws, rulesand
rulingsof therest of the globe. Nowhere on earth
is exigent that the dear Daity is the ruler of the
Kingdom. Every Utka born believed that the
successful conquest of Kanchi was the blessings
of Lord Jagannath. Lord Narayanaembodiesthe
celestid wood. Daru Brahma, a fullness, and
absolute incarnation, knowledge and bliss, with
hand gesture of al protection, sheltering from dl
fears quaims and sins, and careth and rareth
Odishaand her children.

Lord Jagannath is a member of every
Utkd family. Because Heisonebeing thesupreme
involved and invited in every family afars Heis
the ddest of any family to be in dl auspicious
functions — Marriages, reception to the newly
wedded both in groom’'s and bride’'s homes,
tonsure ceremonies and even in the play of
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children in the home, court yard and jungle.
Offerings a His Feet —agrain of rice or a basl
lesf or amillimeter length of His Chariot' sropeis
reverently kept by every Odiatothecoseof one's
life.

He symbolizes the equdlity, secularism,
universal brotherhood, unity and peace. Heisthe
supreme being of oneness of dl religions. He is
the primordia energy and essenceincarnation. He
Is the living idol of dl religious exisence, bliss
absolute. But and yet every Odiaisdivindy sdfish
to keep Narayana, the Lord Jagannath in
everyone sadwdling shdlter shut asone sownand
none else' s keeping pride and proud of Him.

SujaKhandsolearnt thet L ord Jagannath
aone is the Emperor of Odias, why because,
emperor Si Ananga Bhim Dev sacrificed and
surrendered the whole of Utka at lotus feet of
Lord Jagannath and carried out the rule of Utkal
State as His ordinary servant of Servant. In the
history of Odisha, Governorship and eldership,
socid and culturd innings, and daly events and
Spiritud heritage evolved and revolved around the
haf built Jagannath. Suja Khan deeply felt that if
L ord Jagannath would betaken out from Odisha,
it would the only victory and red victory to him.
Wedth, youth, aristocracy and ignorancefilled to
the head notorious SujaKhan wasintolerant even
to assmilate the pure definition of “Holy Idam”.

“Idam meanth Peace’.

Idam means holy peace. It means tota
and complete surrender to God. Mercy and
universal humanity is the hymn — Holy Quran
prophetheth. Thy rdigion is thing my rdigion is
mine. Irrdigious fedings find no place in Holy
Quran.

Dead headed with untruth, Suja Khan

pressured that 19dam was propagated with might
of sword and dared to eb another ‘Kalapahad'.
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At that turning point of higtory, King Divya
Singh Dev supplicated befoe K etaki for her grace.
Keteki the great intelect, feminine beauty and
embodiment of Zodiac Virgo. To hdt the march
of Suja Khan, on the bank of river Bhargavi, at
Chandanpur, Kind Gajapati created the
barricades, bunker, barracks and tents. But the
terns and thousands of proud warriors, the
Khurda Paikas were no match to arrest the
treacherous and brutal Mugha army of Suja
Khan. King Ggapati had enough wegponry to
fight theenemy inadraight ethicd and lawful war.
But he had nothing with him to arrest the covert
andimmora movementsof the brutes. At theend
Gaapati solicited the service of Ketaki.

At Chandanpur, on the banks of river
Bhargavi, Gajapati camped with hisarmy on the
Puri side and opposite to him the Mughal
Missonary Suja Khan with blood and women
flesh thirsty army, the offensve force exploring
loose moment and movement and weakness and
dacknessto attack.

In the Roya Camp of Divya Singh Dev
Ketaki Mahan arrived. Fading face of Ggjapdti
cut desp wounds in Ketaki’s heart. King Divya
Singh Dev hdd Ketaki to his heart. The indde
chamber of war camp of Ggapati was fully
decorated with flowers and creepers and wine,
eixirs, gold, slver and diamonds filled earthen
slver and gold vessls.

“What ? Hath His Highness lost His sense !
OhLord! Isthisthetimefor love and romance!!
Is this the beginning of the end;

HisMagjesty’s grand began

Worship of being in beatitude

Ever immersed and lived through!”

Ketaka abstained from enquiration! She
feared heavy mouth from asmall head and heart.
Sitting on the flower decked bed, for the moment
with a high heave, King Divya Sngh Dev hdd
Ketaki to his bear chest and kept on hisleft lap.
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Wonder struck Ketaki logt in hersalf wondering
the advance of Ggjapati was the dying wick of
the burning light of Despavali.

Ggapati Mahargia Si S Divya Singh
Dev had made many pilgrimagesand holy dipsin
sky covered holy shrine of Ketaki Mahari and
had explored dived deep and dined her beauty.

Ketaki's eyes fdl at the war barrack of
enemy Suja Khan who camped on the other Side
of theriver Bhargavi. Running thesivery glittering
long crystd fingers through the enviable manly
hairy bush hard chest of DivyaSingh Dev, Ketaki
enquired:

“Y our Mgesty ! Meknoweth not thy wish demand
thy servant’ s presence here.”

“Ketaki” replied in heavy toneand serious
voice, the Maharg Ggapati Si Sri Divya Singh
Dev. “Y ouwill bethe commander-in-Chief of the
battle tomorrow”.

“Me. An earthling. A woman, O Mgesty Doth
thee ridicule this innocent.”

“Ketaki ! Do you ever remember that | ever
ridiculed you ?

“I's my priced and precious luck,
Y our Highness, Servant of Lord Jagannath”

“I'invited you to savethe pride of Lord Jagannath,
the Lord of Universe, O Ketaki”

“Thy doth give me shame more, no more, Y our
Magesty. Thy the Victorious Ggapati.

Lord of Yadavas Lord of numerous citizens.
An being of Utkal and Karnataka.

Ever adorning groom.

Y our Mgesty undefested ever

How warranth, help from indggnificant Ketaki ?

Am | lucky so enough ?
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Strength do get | where from ?

“Ketaki, Have you ever heard the coronation
ceremony of Ggjgpati Kingsin Utka ?

“Your Mgesy”

“Me ! Not His Mgesty, Ketaki. Lord
Jagannath the Lord of idand Jambu is alone the
red ruler of Utkal thence and hence. Heis seated
on the diamond royd throne and is worshipped
with al brilliance and royalty attached to an
Emperor as the Lord of the three worlds. | am
only a mere servant. By heredity and heritage |
am His servant of Servant. It is why as an
untouchable | broom His chariot during car
festivd”. Thethroat of Gggpati started chocking.

“Your Mgesy”, Ketaki buried her face on warmth
at his chest and pressed to solace.

“Ketaki, would you plessefulfill my only request ?

“Your Mgesty. Thy command is my
bearing on my head. Bless Thy servant, to be
fearless. If needed beto cut my head and offer at
Thy feet. Bemerciful and | beseechthy blessngs’.
The dazzling beauty Ketaki felt at the feet of S
Si Si Divya Sngh Dev. Ggapati lovingly lifted
her up and addressed.

“Ketaki, it isnot my direction. You may

kindly grace it as my humble pleain tomorrow’s
battleyou donewill bethe Commander-in-Chief”.

“Thy sdf, O Mgedty !
“For thefirgt timeKing Ggapati of Utka
could have gone in self exile in the history

“Mandda Almanac my enumerate this incident.
Wheat an irony of Fate!”

The valorous and prowess face of
Gagjapati got darkened, as the sky was cast with
clouds.

“Your Mgesty ! lllugtriousLord ! | am devoid of
the art of archery and wesponry.”
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“Ketaki ! Thou shal know not thysdlf
fully, whet thy being. Thy enchanting figure like
climbing cregper gem is an arrow latched bow.
Thy two bosoms are two sides of bow. In that
tow, drawing the arrow of enthrdling enjoyment
and union, igniting passion fire eye to eye thy
should aim and shoot. In such piercing arrow fire,
what to talk of Sujakhan-o-Sujakah, the God
himsaf gets defeated. Thisismy firm conviction.

The bows of bamboos are inggnificant
compared to thine flower body bow. There is
unawareth of this truth. Thy beauteous figure is
explosvewegpon. Stunning and dluring thy wavy
vibrant physica expressons are the wegponry
inductions and attacks. Thisisthe secret. Thisis
the success. Thismay kindly beborn at head and
heart”.

Hearing His Mgesty, ingtantly Ketaki
became dumbfound like the brutal coldness of
deathly slence. Seeing the deadly silence of
Ketaki Gggpati Maharga Sti Si Divya Singh
Dev with full of love heartily and dearly held her
to his chest and dowly whigpered in her ears:

“Ketaki ! My dear !! Thisisneither my order nor
my direction nor the request.

Feel and accept this as the word and
command of Lord Jagannath and He and
Himselveeth. Doth you desire SujaK han conquer
Khurdagarh causng Gagapati dynasty of Load
Jagannath servitude crest falen buried beneeth
mud under the domain of Suja Khan ? Kindly
doth mistake me not ! Misconceive me not ! |
beg and seek this sacrifice from Thee not for me.
| beg thee to save our Motherland Utka and
protect the chadtity of her daughters from the
hands of demonic Mughd Devil”.

Soothing and coolly warming the heet of
King Divya Singh Dev with the hot tear pears
tricking down from the wide eyes of Ketaki she
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dowly and steadily invoked and ingtilled the
confidence in His Mgesly.

“Thy wilts and wish the command of Lord
Jagannath. It shdl be fulfilled & al cogt, Your
Maesty”.

The dawn dawned and the Sun appeared
inthe eastern horizon. K etaki had witnessed many
un-rise, it's different cosmic forms and rays in
varying hours of aday like the Sun abovethefog
covered thorax of Benga bay of cold season,
stting Sun of the summer a the evening skies
over the mountain of Baruna, Khurda and the
Sun a the noon during the rainy days. But the
Sunof that day gppeared very unfamiliar to Ketaki
— The Sun without dazzling ! The Sun without
warmth !! The Sun without rediant rays !!!

Stedthily navigating river Bhargavi Suja
Khan pierced into the Royad Camp of King Divya
Singh Dev. Endowed with brutal power of muscle
and killing indincts, Suja Khan with might was
ready to attack the Roya chamber was taken
aback ! His day dreaming of previous day and
war caculaionsthat S Divya Singh Dev would
for hissurviva saving hislife might fal begging at
his feet struck with no trace of S Divya Singh
Dev ! It was unexpected to his war conception
that Si Divya Singh Dev would go in sdf exile,
SujaKhan wasfull of praisesfor the Royd King
of Khurda, for hiscourageto receive arrowson
faceto face graight fight. The heritage of Khurda
King dynasty never inscribed in memory thet any
King had run away back from war leaving the
citizens to the mercy of enemy King.

Seeing SujaKhan advancing with dancing
poses, sending the fedling vibrations of union
ignition, enticing with mysterious glances, rarest
cupid arrows and amorous gestures, longing the
enchanting fairy beatitudes to be sucked by Suja
Khan's manly might, sgnding the haf covered
sgnet bewitching heavenly cosmic beauty figure
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rhythmic waves of coaxing for copulate, Ketaki
appeared from the inner roya chamber of the
camp !l Emanating exquisitefragrance, bedecked
bed with rarest and heavenly flowers of roya
dreams, nine diamonds filled historic vessals,
rarest jewdleries, gold, pearlsand bluediamonds,
and blissful breezefromriver Bhargavi adding the
symphony and notes to the romantic presence of
heavenly nymph Ketaki Mahari with her eyes
irresgtible rapier love, in fact, transformed the
Roya Chamber inciting Suja Khan in to an
gppetitive erotic aphrodisac existence.

“Thisisthe supremefire orded. It isthe
wish of my Lord Jagannath. He and aone He
shat protect me” Ketaki prayed. Courageous
Ketaki became mydticdly e usve. Enough events
were enumerated that even Gods were besten
down their heads with such feminine beauity.
Enticing and inviting Ketaki made SujaK han forget
himsdf. Protruding breedts, flowery navd pit,
bird's like bluish restless eyes, captivating and
enchanting dender waste, tender body and again
above dl the Hiff stout obstinate and untamed
bosoms were the unique unpardle eements of
love. Great is God ! He mixed al radiance,
chemicasall beaties, catdyzed dl youthfulness,
and peptized dl vigour and exuberance in to
Ketaki, or, each limb of her excelled and
marvelled in ddicate loveliness as daves a her
command !

“Who areyou’ ? Electrifying voice of Suja
Khan echoed. Delicate, demanding and
describing Ketaki, angelic and bashful Ketaki and
golden Ketaki drew lines on floor with her left
toe sending gestures that she was avid, zest and
zedous for SujaKhan.

“Your Mgesty ! | am the Commander-
in-Chief of Khurda Ggjapati”. Thick eyebrows
of SujaKhan curled up and he ydled.

“Commander-in-Chief ! Shalt thee fight
with me 7" Sending straight liaison eye twinkling
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to Suja Khan's eyes with gestures for love she
uttered.

“With one condition, Y our Highness Thy
shdlt retreat to Cuttack in Thy defeat in war with
me. Thy shdt not harm any to Lord Jagannath.
Thy shdt leave me here dong’.

“God Promise | Nayeeb Nazim Suja
Khan'sword is stronger than a tusker’ s tooth. |
promise, should | get defeated in war with thee, |
shdlt return to Cuttack. But my darling ! In case
thy faceth defeet, this creature will lift Thee with
Jagannath to Cuttack”.

The war began. Everything is right and
fine in war and love. Poor Sujakhan was never
been an expert in love-making, had no patience
and bearing, saminaand timely ddiverance, and,
cessation and audacity in Love. Inthedivine cupid
merriness of Ketaki, SujaKhan was shamed and
defeated a hismasculineego. Hungin shameand
failure Suja Khan fell at the feet of Ketaki
pleading privacy, secrecy and mercy. Humiliated
and dishonoured of his manhood before
womanhood necessity and demands of Ketaki
Nayeeb Nazim Suja Khan retreated to Cuttack.
Keeping his promise, leaving Ketaki at the
deserted Royd Camp of Divya Singh Dev, Suja
Khan's parting words were thus :

“Good Heavens !! Thy won the war before the
beginning of war !!! | retreat to Cuttack keeping
my words. Please accept my lagt prayers and
sdutations, Khudahafis!”

Suja Khan could have harmed Ketaki.
But he did not. In the meantime Gggpati Divya
Singh Dev had kept Lord Jagannath, Goddess
Subhadraand Lord Baabhadrain Kotagarh fort
and Suja Khan could not have done any harm to
divine Idols.

X X X X
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The divine clagp and embrace of Living
Lord Narayana, Lord Jagannath, Ggjapati Divya
Singh Dev brought Ketaki to sudden present
ceasing her previous night events with tears.

“Your Mgesty ! What thy did! My body
is impure 1" Ketaki wept heartbroken. “I am
fdlen and not worthy to thy noblest touch”.

Sobbing Ketaki could not seeany as her
eyeswerefilled with tears. Her heart was heavy.
Her throat was chocked. Waning and wailing
Ketaki cried like a child. Her words and cries
werenot separable. Y avanatasted me’ sobbing
and 9ghing Ketaki fdl on the ground. “Even the
Hell does reject me’, feeble voice poured from
Ketaki incoherently. Odias' waking and living
Lord Jagannath in human form Emperor Ggjgpai
Si Si Divya Singh Dev lifted Ketaki up and
clasped with hislong two arms around her tender
fdling waist. Holding to his chest, embracing her
Gajgpati lifted her facewith dender feather touch
on chin where tears were rollicking down over
Ketaki’s cheeks.

“Every Odiais proud and knows, for
Gajapati garlands with his own hands the
victorious Commander-in-Chief with diamond
sudded Gold fastener of chivary, gdlantry and
honour. For it isand it is | wear Thee my two
hands of fasteners of gdlantry honour and bravery
to thee Ketaki. Would Thou shalt rgect them
Ketaki”?

“Your Highness’

“Ketaki ! Thou did fulfill the command of
Lord Jagannath. That Lord, whoisLord of ruined
andfdlenand Lord who purifiesal ans, hastaken
away dl thy sns. | beieve Thy is not impure.
Offering Thy physica form to Mughd brute, thy
did save Lord from his atrocious hands. By His
will thy body hasturnedinto Holy and Holy Water,
revered, adored, and worshipped. The Ketaki
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Teartha, new GangesisthisLand. Thy charmand
chastity saved.

Our Great Temple,

Huge Chariats,

Heavenly Offerings,
Devationd rituds,

Large Heart,
World-renowned Hospitdity,
And Universal Brotherhood.

Above dl thy aone and done saved our
God to beamongst usdaily. ThusLord Jagannath
made you the holiest. Thy physcd form is the
rarest Holy Ketaki Teertha. Touching Thee,
blesseth me more than alakh pilgrimsdip in holy
waters. Thy is to me the Holiest Divine. King
Gajapati Sri Sri Divya Singh Dev witnessed
auspiciousness and tranquility in the teardrops of
Ketaki, which reflected the Sun. the greatest
devotee of Lord Jagannath, Ggapeti, worshipped
the eyes of Lord Jagannath in the two round
eyeballs of Ketaki. He surrendered dl his sins,
amiles, pains, virtues, and purity in those two
broad eyes and became one.

And at that moment took birth alegend
immord though in the millions of minds across
theterrains spreading from Godavari to Krishna-
Kaveri, gradudly logt its youth till itsfunera was
litin the graveyard of the century at the direction
of Lord Jagannath and was a forgotten affair !

References:

1. Nandighosh—TheHoly Chariot of Lord Jagannath
drawn during Car Festival in Puri.
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2. Viswakarma — The celestial Architect in Hindu
Mythology.

3. Srimandir — Where the Holy idols of Lord
Jagannath, Goddess Subhadra and Lord Balaram
installed.

4. Kanchi —Anold Kingdom of the south (Presently
Tamil Nadu)

5. Narayana — God who preserves the cosmoses
among the trinity Gods.

6. Daru—TheHoly Wood Lord Narayanaincarnated.

7. Kalapahad — The King of Bengal who plundered
Puri Temple.

8. Paikas— The patriot proud warrior community of
Gajapati Maharaja generally from the land —
Khurda.

9. Mahan - Cartesian.

10. Yadavas — The community dearest to Lord
Krishna

11. Mandala Almanac - Traditional and ancient
astronomical calculations for al rituals.

12. Snailingly Slowly and slowly.

13. Sujakhan- Naib Nazim of Cuttack in Mughal period
from 1727 to 1739 AD.
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