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|ndradyumna of Mauritius

Theinseparable relation between Lord Jagannath
and Odias surpasses geographica boundaries.
Presence of Sri Jagannath along with Sri
Baabhadra and Devi Subhadra in Mauritius
reiterates it. Again an Odia had become the
catalyst to materiaise presence of Sri Jagannath
in this far off idand nation more than a century

ago.

It isan irony that dthough it is accepted
higtorica fact that this man was from Odisha, yet
no one knowsfor sure hisplace of birthin Odisha
His name finds place in higtory of Mauritiusasa
socid activist who aso happened to be a Hindu
priest. Heisbetter known asthe builder of largest
Hindu temple of Mauritius in Triolet. While in
Mauritius, the Odia title of his name mugt have
shrugged off. For the Mauritian heisremembered
as Pundit Sanjeewan Lad Ramsunder or as only
Pundit Sanjeawan.

There remains recorded data regarding
hislifein Mauritius. But only sketchy informeation
exigs about his place of origin and early life in
Odishaand India. Much has been written about
Pundit Sanjeawan in Mauritius athough he is
amaost unknownin hiscountry of origin aswell as
inhishome State Odisha Thisauthor got glimpses
of these writings because of Mr Ramroop, a
citizen of Mauritiuswho linkshisancedtra hisory
to Jgjpur of Odisha

Asit Mohanty

In 2011, Prahlad Ramsaran, who has
conducted researches on history and culture of
Bharo-Mauritian (Hindu citizens of Mauritius
havingtheir origininIndia) wrotean article named
‘Pundit Sanjeewan (1844-1907): An Orthodox
Hindu Priest and a Socid Worker’ in a mgor
English daly of Mauritius named ‘Le Mauritian'.
Thisresearch based article of Mr Ramsaran was
based on a Gazette of Mauritius named ‘Le Vrai
Progress Colonid’ dated Feb 18, 1998, portions
of the book ‘Hindu Mauritius by Atmaram
Biswanath, Shivaratri edition of ‘GangaTdao' of
1978, Hindi book of Mr Ramsaran named
‘Mauritius Ka Adi Kavya Kanan', publications
in 1998 in journds like ‘La Express and ‘La
Cotidien’ etc.
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Fate had made his life resemble to King
Indradyumna of Mdaba who as per mythology
had first built up temple of Sri Jagannath in
Srikshetra Puri. Like King Indradyumna, Pundit
Sanjeawan had dso tried hard not to let people
remember hisorigin and dynesty. Hehed therefore
never let anyone document his earlier part of life
in Odisha. King Indradyumna had asked for a
boon from the Lord that |et he have no progenies
which would not let anyone to boast that his
ancegtorshad materidised Si Jagannath. Smilarly
no oneremainsin the clan of Pundit Sanjeawan.

Hewas amarried man but had no progenies. He
had dedicated al his assets and income to the
largetemple he had built up at Triolet. So, no one
of his dan remains to put light on his origin and

ancestors. So, no one in Odisha would be able
to relate themselves with this modern day
Indradyumna of Mauritius.

As per the available data Pundit
Sanjeawan was born in a Brahmin family of
Odisha. He was born in 1844. At the age of 22
years, in 1866, he had boarded a steamer named
‘Mozambique’ from Calcutta on his way to
Mauritius. The reason behind his decison is yet
to be ascertained as he was not among the
bonded labourers from India exported to
Mauritius during that time. The number of co-
passengers during his journey to Mauritius was
4996.
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In Mauritius he was free to search for
occupation as he was neither a bonded |abourer
nor contractual worker. He first stayed in
Mahebourg and Vacoas. Later he shifted his
abode to Triolet, which was asmdl village then.
At Triolet he got employed in the public works
department and monitored road building work.
He left thisjob to take up business of redl estate
and congruction work. But hisgrestest work was
the hugeand beautiful Shivatemplein Triolet which
shineslike ajewd on the face of Mauritius

Its geographical structure makes the
beautiful idand nation Mauritiusemergeasahuman
heart when one glides a floating gaze on the
southern hemisphere. It may dso look like the
revered ‘Sdagram’ if one takes up indghtful or
spiritud vison. Thisidand islocated in the Indian
Ocean to the southwest of African Coast. Wavy
deep green mountain ranges border itsthreesdes.
Areacf thisidand istoo small, only 2040 square
kilometres. Touristsfrom any corner of theworld
who may havevisted thisidand netion a different
times of the year have without any hestation

accepted that as per natura beauty it is a fary
land.

Itislocated inthelndian Ocean & aheight
of 2000 feet from sealeve. Beautiful cord reefs
encircle it. The experts, who have studied the
geography and geology of Mauritius, opine that
long back in forgotten history idand of Mauritius
was created because of a devastating volcanic
eruption. Although throughout the year greenery
covers up the whole Maurritius, yet colour of its
s0il isblack. Geologistssay itssoil isblack asitis
created of volcanic lava. Nature has dotted the
greenery covered black soil of this idand with
deep bluelakes. Beauty of theselakesissplendid.
Attimesemotionladentouristssay, Liketheclear
and deanwatersof lakesof Mauritius, inhabitants
of thisidand are aso too cultured, gentlemanly
and their spirit and behaviour is pure.
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Itisastonishing to notethet theinhabitants
living withinthe smal 2040 squarekilometre area
of this amdl idand differ from each other as per
their origin. The maor communities in the
populace who live here are Europeans, Africans,
the oneswho have comefrom Indiato settlehere
cdled Bharo Mauritian and people of Chinese
origin caled Sno Mauritian. Bharo Mauritiansare
maostly Hindus. Mgority of thefestivas celebrated
in Mauritius are of Hindu Bharo Mauritian
community.

Hindu Indiansareamgjority in Mauritius.
They condtitute 49 per cent of the population as
per the 2011 census, followed by 32 per cent
Chrigtians, 17 per cent Mudimsand 0.4 per cent
Buddhigts. But human habitation in Mauritius is
quitenew. In 1507 the Portuguese explorerswho
reached theidand had found no indigenouspeople
living on the idand. It was the only home of
the Dodo bird, whichisnow extinct. Thisrarebird
became extinct on theidand after [essthan eighty
years of its discovery by the Portuguese. The
Dutch settled here in 1598 and abandoned it in
1710, MauritiusbecameaFrench colony in 1715.
The British took control of Mauritius in 1810.
This idand nation became an independent Sate
as a Commonwesdlth realm on March 12, 1968
and a republic within the Commonwealth on
March 12, 1992.

Usually rainy season continues in
Mauritius from January to May. During these
monthsno mgor fedtival iscdebrated in Mauritius
Rainfall decreasesin April and drizzles continue
till June. Climate becomes enjoyable. The best
time of the year in Mauritius is from September
to November. So, most of thefegtivalsin Mauritius
arecdebrated during thisperiod. Apart fromthem
Maha Shivaratri festiva is observed in February
or March, festival to honour the mother goddess
at different times of the year and Dipavali is
celebrated in October and November.
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the festivas of India, the religious cdebrationsin
Mauritiusare dso attached to faith, folkloresand
mythologicd traditions. So, there is amilarity in
the gories and beliefs attached to festivas like
Maha Shivarari and Dipavdi that of India and
Mauritius.

Origin of major temples and deities
worshipped in Mauritius can be easly tracked
down to India, like the temple in Triolet built by
Pundit Sanjeawan. As per mythology time had
made people forget that King Indradyumna had
built the S Jegannath temple in Puri. Smilarly
with time people of Mauritius had aso forgotten
the presence of Lord Jagannath inthe templebuilt
by Pundit Sanjeawan and relation of this great
man with these deities of Odisha. People of
Mauritius again redlised the importance of the
idols of Sri Jagannath, Balabhadra and Devi
Subhadra in this temple when Rath Yatra was
celebrated for the first time in the history of
Mauritius in 1984. This Rath Yara celebration
had preceded the astonishing miraculous
rediscovery of the idols origindly worshipped in
Puri. 1t dso unfolded an unknown chapter of Hindu
higory of Mauritius,

Few decades back a Vaishanav Sadhu
named Charanambuja Prabhu, whowasadisciple
of the founder of ISKCON Srila Prabhupada
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used to stay in Mauritius. It was the formative
period of ISKCON in Mauritius. One night in
1983 he had a dream that he was moving al
around Mauritius embracing an idol of Lord
Jagannath.

For him this dream was puzzling. He
sarted to ponder, why he saw this dream in
Mauritiusthousandskilometreaway from Odisha
More he thought about his dream, he started to
believe that this dream was not without areason.

On the next morning when he woke up,
he described his
dream to other
devotees in the
temple. The head
priest of the temple
provided gartling fact
that Snce long three
idols smilar to those
of Sri Jagannath,
Balabhadra and
Subhadra of Puri
were being
worshipped in the
Shiva temple or
‘Shivdd inTridlet. This Shivatemplewastheone
built by Pundit Sanjeawan.

This information made heart of Sadhu
Charanambuja fill up with devational emotions.
He got engulfed in eternd astonishment and joy.
Along with some other devotees he took up a
journey to Triolet. The ‘Maheswarnath temple
in Triolet was 90 feet high and built up of concrete.
It had temples for severd other deities in the
templecampus. In oneof thesesubsdiary temples
on the campus forgotten identity of deities of
Srikshetra were discovered.

Sadhu Charambuja could immediately
identify the daities smilar to that of Puri reigning
in the tranquility of the temple. But the colours of
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the deitiesbaffled him. Thesedetiesat Triolet did
not bear the traditiona colours of the origina
deities worshipped in Puri. They existed in
Separate unique colours. The deities had been
coloured up in light pink. So, they did not have
the black, white and yellow appearance of our
well known deities. In their light pink look, they
seemed different and foreign.

Sadhu Chranmbuja had come across
these daities in the middle of June 1983. During
this time famous Rath Yatra or car festiva of
Jagannath is celebrated in Puri. Preparations for
Si Gundichaor gart
of Rath Yatra
fedtivitieshad dreedy
started. As per the
traditions and Hindu
almanac Sri
Gundicha is
celebrated on the
second day of bright
fortnight (Sukla
Pakhya) of Hindu
monthof Ashadha A
fortnight before it,
DevaSnanaPurnima
or the day to bath the deitiesis observed on full
moon day (Purnima) of month of Jyestha. From
that day, specid ritualsor ‘ AnabasaraNiti’ of the
daties gart. During this fortnight the deities are
worshipped by a specia class of servitors called
Daitas and the deities are kept away from the
eyes of other devotees. During this time Daitas
do the traditional annual maintenance of the
deities. Thisiscalled ‘anabasard . Thetraditiona
maintenance work is caled ‘ghana lagi’. The
‘banak lagi’ or traditiona colouring of the deities
Is performed after that. The day on which the
deities appear again before the devotees in the
new look is cdled ‘navayouvan darshan'. It fdls
on the fourteenth day of the dark fortnight
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(Chaturdashi) or no moon day (Amavasya) day
of Ashadha month. By the time the congtruction
of chariots or three Rathas that had started from
theday of AkshayaTritiyagetscompleted. Y e low,
black and green coloured chariots remain ready
to carry the deities. These three chariots are
prepared inthe ‘rathakhaa (theyard of Chariot
meaking) in front of the palace of Ggapati king of
Puri. After getting the ‘agya mdd of ritudidic
directive chariots are dragged in front of
Singhadwara and on the day of Sri Gundicha
Rathyatra fedtivities dart.

As an active member of the ISKCON,
Sadhu Charanambuja Das knew al about these
rituals of Lord Jagannath. His investigation
reveded that the localites were totdly ignorant
about theserituasaswel asorigin of thesedeties.
It was obviousthat the personswho wereignorant
about colours of the deities had no knowledge
about the rituals attached to them. Sadhu
Charanmbujawasworried and hurt. Hediscussed
with the management of the ‘Maheswarnath
temple’ in Triolet and with the cooperation of
locdlitesand devotees Sarted preparation for the
renovation of the three deities.

Their first job was repair of body of the
idolsand ‘banak lagi” or colouring, whichisdone
during ‘anabasar’ in Srikshetra Puri. No dates
were fixed there for the process as per the
tradition. But the way Daitastoil hard during the
period to renovate the idols in Puri, they used
ther al efforts to remove the severa coatings of
colours put on the three idols at the temple.
Another member of the ISKCON Sahasrakshi
Das had also played amgor rolein this process.

Congtruction of thetemplein Triolet built
by Pundit Sanjeewan had started in 1888 and it
was ritually consecrated in 1891. Inscription on
the wall of the temple proclaimed Pundit
Sanjeawan’s relation with the temple. A famous
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priest of Mauritius Pundit Daulatram Chaturved
had presided over the rituaistic ceremonies
attached to the consecration of the temple.

Congruction of thistempleaso had links
with the higtorica devdopmentsin Mauritius. Till
1880s the labourers from India had no right to
own land or build up their own houses. These
workers who toiled in industries and sugarcane
fields were compelled to suffer in dingy industrid
dums. A labour movement during that period led
to change in this draconian law. These [abourers
got permissionto own their own land and houses.
This had provided chance for Pundit Sanjeewan
to buy up 150 acres of land from a person named
JulesLanglois. Helater sold off thisland to others
a huge profit.

Pundit Sanjeewan utilised most of this
acquired funds for the congtruction of the temple
of hisdreamsin Triolet. Hewasagtaunch devotee
of Shiva. So, the temple built by him was
dedicated to Lord Maheswarnath. But he could
not forget thereigning deity of hisancestrd origin,
Sri Jagannath. So, deities of Sri Jagannath,
Baabhadra and Subhadra were also part of the
temple complex.

It is for sure the deties established by
Pundit Sanjeewan must have got origind colours
of thedatiesworshippedin Puri. But during dmost
ten decades the people who took over charge of
the temple after Pundit Sanjeawan had forgotten
importance of the colours of these daities. With
timeseverd coatingsof different colourshad been
added up on the idols. The bodies of idols had
got hidden behind it.

Through efforts of Sadhu Charanambuja
and Sahasrakshi Das seven coatings of these
colourswereremoved carefully. It was agonishing
to note that different layers of colours put on the
deities were not only pink; there were also
different layers of hues of the rainbow. When the
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origind layer of coloursontheidolswasreached,
the traditiona black, white and yelow colours of
the deities emerged out. At last ‘banak lagi’ of
these idols was made using those traditional
colours.

Ancther gartling fact aso came to the
fore. The idols of the temple in Triolet were not
made up of wood what to speak of neem wood
(neem wood is used for congtruction of idols
worshipped in Puri). White marble had been used
to condruct the idols at Maheswarnath temple
complex. So, the members of the Temple Trust
did not fed it safeto take out theseidolsfor Rath
Y atraand opposed the suggestion. It took amost
ayear for Sadhu Charanambujato persuade the
temple management and locdlites to agree for
observation of Rath Y atra. It was decided to have
asnglelargeidal of Lord Jagannath constructed
of wood for the Rath Y atra rituds.

Rath Y atrawas celebrated at thistemple
in Mauritiusfor thefirg time in middle of August
in 1984. ‘Chhera Panhard ritud (sweeping of
chariots by the Ggapati king of Puri) was aso
hddinthisfirg Reth Y aracdebration of Mauritius
Amidst joyous chants, Kirtan, dance and claps
the chief of management of Triolet temple
conducted the’ chherapanhard ritud. A largerdly
of devotees flowing in devotional emotions
travelled up to the sea beach, where ‘sandhya
arati’ of the deities was held. After that ‘Sri
Jagannath prasadam’ was digtributed among all
present.

Meanwhile, the ISKCON has built up
another temple dedicated to Lord Jagannath, Sri
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Balabhadra and Devi Subhadra near Triolet. It
has only enhanced theimportance of the memory
of first gppearance of Si Jagannath in Mauritius
more than a century back.

It is to be noted that although Sri
Jagannath temple had been established at Triolet
in 1891, till 1984 Rath Yatra had been never
celebrated there. Due to non-traditional
colouration, therewaslittle chancetoidentify their
relation of these idols with the revered deities of
Odisha, Sri Jagannath, Sri Baabhadra and Devi
Subhadra. The exploration of thissitethroughthe
dream of Sadhu Charanambuja revealed a
undiscovered chapter of Indians especidly that
of Odishain Mauritius. It dso brought to fore a
great Odia Pundit Sanjeewan. It proved that the
dream of Sadhu Charanambujawas not trivid; it
was a gift with degper intentions. In other words
it can be described asawish of Almighty; whose
plans and wishes get manifested through the spirit
and activities of humans. This episode of human
history again proved that Almighty never lets
s flessdevotion of peoplelike Pundit Sanjeewan
to be forgotten athough the man himsdf triesfor
it. It had happened with King Indradyumnaand it
has got repeated in case of this great Odia
ancestor of ours.

Asit Mohanty, 4R %, Unit-3, Bhubaneswar-1, Email:
mohanty.asit@gmail.com.
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