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Jeypore- A Higtorica Perspective

Jeypore- the city of Victory - is located in the
modern District of Koraput in South West
Odisha, with an area of about 10,000 square
miles. Coming to thisnow, bugtling city oneisnot
only confronted with pristine nature, the
mountains, rivulets, forests etc but aso a rich
brocaded curtain as historical backdrop and
culturdl extravaganza. Though known asaJdungle
territory, nestled in the mountainous region of the
Eastern Ghats, thisplace hasahistory going back
to the hoary past and evinces a smooth
conglomeration of the Hindu, Heterodox and
Triba cults- a magnificent carpet spread out for
culture enthusasts.

Neolithic sites are found on the banks of
the river Kolab and the Machhakund, which
surround Jeypore. It was known as the Atavika
Rgyain the 3rd century B.C. during the time of
Asoka. Inthe4th century AD the Allahabad Pillar
inscription of Samudragupta calls this place
Mahakantara with a King caled Vyaghrargja.
Mythologicaly the Ramayana seemsto placethe
Dandakaranya forests in this locdity. In the 6th
and 7th Centuries it was under the Sailodvhavas
and Slavamshis both meaning “rock dynagties’
i.e. of forest origin. In Legends the seat of
Vikramaditya is found in this place. From
archaeologica sourcesit is evident that Jeypore
came under the hegemony of the Satavahanas,
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the Ikshakus, the Vakatakas, the Nalas, the
Matharas, the Eastern Gangas, the Somavamsis
the latter Gangas, the Kaachuris, the Chandika
Nagas and the Matsya dynasties.

Thehigtory of Jeypore entersanew phase
and becomes more conspicuous with the advent
of the Silavamss in 1353 A.D. under the ruler
Ganga-Rgja. These rulers emulated the glory of
Vikramadityaof Ujjain. Sncethenit maintansits
continuity till the abolition of the Edtate in 1953.

All the above dynasties carried on
adminigration from Nandgpur, whichwasthefirg
capitd of the Jeypore Kingdom. The Slavamsis
were the magters of this city and ruled till 1443
when Vinayak Deo married princess Lilavati,
daughter of Pratapa Ganga Raa, the Last
Slavamsaruler- Vinayak Deo sarted ruling from
1443 asa Suryavamd ruler, claming his descent
from an ancient Rejput prince. This Suryavams
rule remained for five turbulent centuries till the
princely state was annexed to the state of Odisha
in 1950.

Vinayak Deo had himsdlf ingadled onthe
throne of the 32 steps in Nandapur, known as
Vikramarka which is still in existence as a
memorid. He succeeded in making a number of
little Kings tributary to him as far as the Guntur
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Digtrict of Andhra Pradesh. In 1476 he was
succeeded by his son Vijaya Chandra who
consolidated his father's achievements. The
Kanchi Kaveri episode of Lord Jagannath and
Ggapati Purusottama Dev is connected with him
in an antagonistic way. It isin legend that when
Purushottama Dev was returning after hisvictory
over Kanchi, he was robbed of an Elephant and
agoddess, near theforest of Nandapur by Vijaya
Chandra. This goddess was installed with
ceremony in Nandapur - The origin of the
presiding deity Kanak Durga. Vijaya Chandra's
son Bhairavaruled till 1527 and wasawitnessto
the collgpse of the Ggapati power. He was one
of Pratgprudra Dev’ s comradesin arms. His son
Viswanath Deo 1527-1571 transferred hiscapitdl
from Nandapur to Rayagadafor better economic
prospects in trade and agriculture. It was during
thereign of thisking that Shri Chaitanyamigrated
southwards. Now the kings of Nandapur called
themsaves* NaunaGggpati’s’. In 1565 the Shah
of Golkunda succeeded in forcing Vishwanath's
son and successor Balaram Deo to pay tribute
and got the title of Maharga.

Jeypore was madethe new capita of the
Suryavamgs during thereign of Vir Vikram Deo
in 1758. Higoricaly this was done drategicaly
to protect the capita fromtheMudims, but legend
hasit that acurseof Kdi fdl ontheroyd family at
Nandapur. Puranagadanear Naktidangar hill was
the New Capita which was destroyed by Capt.
Mathews in 1781. In 1895 a new fort, Surya
Mahd was built to the South. The Jagannath Sagar
was dug by Ramachandra Deo and Kanaka
Durga remained their titulary goddess.
Ramchandra Deo Co-operated with the colonial
rule and built the new paace. The British had
taken over thedirect adminigtration of Jeyporein
1863. The Jeypore Zamindary Estate was the
largest one of the Madras Resdency. In the
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“Permanent Settlement” of 1803, Jeyporetribute
was set at 16,000 rupees.

Jeypore's contribution to the cultural
heritage of Odishais sngular and remarkable. It
shows a splendid blending of the tribal,
Brahmanical, Jaina and Buddhist ideas, an
exquiste anagamation. Because of its remote
location, the arearemained rel atively autonomous,
shaping and Szing itsown culture. The population
of this Jungle Kingdom contained a high
proportion of triba groups who had their own
religious and socia outlooks. Their obsessons
with harvest and fertility together with their fear
of naturd calamities and epidemics, created and
sugtained their rdigious bdiefs. Their gods and
goddesses were in the representations of pillars,
stones etc. and human sacrifice initiated these
deties. The Aryanisation and Hinduisation of these
were voluntarily made, both by the rulers and
religious preachers. Therulerspurposdy setupa
tribal system, to please the popul ation but brought
Brahmans, merchants, soldiers etc. to Hinduize
them so astointegratetheminto apalitico-rdigious
and economic system shaped by Hindu vaues.
However, prior to this, attempts were made by
various sects and rdigious leaders to Aryanise
these areas of which we have ample evidences.

Odisha has the digtinction of possessing
three celebrated Stupas containing Buddha's
remans. The Keshastupa, containing the hair of
the Enlightened oneisidentified with Kesaribeda
near Jeypore. The Jaina scriptures suggest that
the Jaina preachers preferred to preach among
the hill tribes inhabiting the forest tracts from
Manbhum in Bihar to Vizagapatnam. Nandapur
has numerous Jainaantiquitiesand the Suai village,
nearby, has Jainamonuments belonging to the 7th
Century A.D. Kachdlawasacentreof Jainafaith.
Bhairavasnghpur, Charmula, Kumba, Y amunda,
Kotpad, Borigumaal have a large number of
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Jaina relics. Jeypore contains images of Jaina
Tirthankaras. The museum here dso preservesa
large number of Jainaicons.

Savism becameapopular religioustrend
during the rule of the Sallodbhavasin the 6th and
7th Centuries A.D. The Sarveswara Sivatemple
and the Vaissmhasana indicate the importance
of Nandapur in this aspect. Barigama has the
famous Bhairavatemple. Gupteswar hasanature
-cut Sivalingaand the forest in which Heresides,
inacave, iscdled Dandakaranya With Saiviam
flourished the cult of Mother Goddess, Saktism.
Durga in the Bhairava temple at Boriguma,
Kanak-Durga and Kalika in Jeypore show
evidenceto thisfact. Parvati images are found at
Borigumaand a Nandapur.

The advent of Chaitanya during thetime
of Bhairava Deo hed far reaching influenceand a
number of Vasnavite temples were congtructed
in the Nagavali Valley. One of the few rare
Krishna-Vishnu imagesis found at Jeypore. The
temple of Jagannath was built inthe 17th Century

at Jeypore.

A specid feature of Jeypore is that, al
these religious cults have acted and interacted on

one another cregting a catholic spirit which the
people here cherish. Templeoriented ritua policy
were mingled with the tribal, Tantrik and Sekta
elements. Till today atemple dedicated to atribal
goddessinthe old fortressisthe centre of rituas.
The Brahmanical shrines of Jeypore contain
images of Jaina pantheon. Bhagavati is a Sixteen
armed Chakreswari. A number of Jaina
Tirthankaras are seen in the niches of thetemple.
In the Kdi temple is an image of Risabhanaha
aong with Brahmanica Gods. Many images
worshipped as Hindu Gods around Jeypore are
in actudity Jaina Tirthankaras and their Sesana
Devis. Boriguma exhibits a series of images of
Savite, Vasnavite and Jainaicons.

All the aboveis a bird's eye view of the
rich culturd heritage of Jeypore on the background
of a strong history and it can be a haven for
historians and academiciansto do their research.

Indrajeet Mohanty, Reader in History, V.D. (Auto)
College, Jeypore, Koraput.
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