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India is a land of many faiths. India is probably
the only nation in the world where people profess
so many religions.Religion is one of the oldest
basic socio-cultural characteristics associated
with the mankind and civilizations over thousands
of years of known history. Different communities
and people perceive religion in their own unique
way for practices and worship.

Ever since its inception, Census of India
has been collecting and publishing information
about religious affiliations of the people of India.
Population census in India has the rare distinction
of being the only instrument that collects the
individual information on these diverse but most
common characteristics of Indian population but
keeps it confidential except for aggregating it at
certain minimum geographic level. Religion being
one of the basic socio-cultural characteristics of
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any society, due emphasis and care has been given
on collection of this attribute with regard to the
followers of various religions including the minor
religious beliefs, faiths and persuasion. The data
collected through census questionnaires are
compiled and presented in the form of religion
tables. The religion data gathered and
disseminated at the decennial census generates
immense interests in various ways among all
sections of the society and reflects the social
composition and dynamics at a particular point
of time.

Statement-1 presents the distribution of
the population of different religions and
persuasions since 1961 census and brings out
trends for the last six censuses in the country
(India) and the state (Odisha).

Statement -1:Distribution of the population of different religions and trends
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Statement  2:Growth rate of population of each religion of India and Odisha

It reveals from Statement-1 that at the
national level, in all censuses, Hindus have the
highest returns followed by Muslims, Christians,
Sikhs, Buddhists and Jains. In the state, Hindus
also occupy the first place. It was followed by
Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Jains, Buddhists, and
other religions in 1961 census. But from 1971 to
2011 censuses, Christians outnumbered the
Muslims.

Statement -2 gives the growth rate of
population of each religion of India and Odisha
from 1961-2011 censuses.

 It is seen from the table that the growth
rate of Hindus at the national level during the
decade 1961-71 was 23.67% which decreased
to 21.29% in 1971-81 census. Again it increased
to 25.08% in 1981-91 census. It decreased to
20.35% in 1991-2001 census. Further it
decreased to 16.76% in 2001-2011 census. In
case of Muslims, the growth rate during the
decade 1961-71 was 30.84%. It decreased to
22.95% in 1971-81 census and increased to
34.45% in 1981-91census,further increased to
36.02% in 1991-2001 census and it decreased
to 24.65% during 2001-2011 census. Similarly,
the growth of Christian population in India was
32.58% during the decade 1961-71 which
decreased to 13.65% in  1971-81 census and

further increased to  21.50% in 1981-91 census,
22.61% in  1991-2001 census and it decreased
to 15.53% in 2001-2011 census. Growth of
Buddhist population during1961-71 was 17.08%.
In the decade 1971-81, the growth rate was
23.80%, in 1981-91, it was 35.33%, in 1991-
2001 it was 24.54% and in 2001-2011 census,
the growth rate was 6.13%. The growth rate of
Sikh population was 32.28% during the decade
1961-71, 26.01% in 1971-81, 24.33% during
1981-91, 18.18% during 1991-2001 and 8.42%
in 2001-11 census. Growth rate of Jain population

was 28.48% in 1961-71, 23.09% during 1971-
81, 4.57% in 1981-91 census, 26.02% in 1991-
2001 census and 5.37% in 2001-11 census.

In Odisha, the growth rate of Hindus
during the decade 1961-71, 71-81, 81-91, 91-
2001, 2001-2011 was 23.35%, 19.13%,
19.11%, 15.86% and 13.17% respectively. The
growth rate of Muslims during the decade 1961-
71,71-81, 81-91, 91-2001, 2001-2011 was
51.64%, 29.33%, 36.83%, 31.88% and 24.64%
respectively. Similarly, the growth rate of Christian
in Odisha during the decade 1961-71, 71-81,
81-91, 91-2001, 2001-2011was 88.49%,
26.80%, 38.67%, 34.77% and 29.39%
respectively. The growth rate of Buddhist
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population in Odisha during 1961-71 was
1763.88%. A negative growth rate of -5.13%
was recorded during 1971-81 and during 1981-
91, the growth rate was 14.01%. In 1991-2001
the growth was 7.76% and in 2001-11 census,
the growth was 40.44%. The growth rate of Sikh
population in Odisha in 1961-71 was 102.86%,
in 1971-81 it was 39.85%, in 1981-91 it was
21.21%, in 1991-2001 the growth rate was
1.13% and in 2001-11 the growth was 25.72%.
In case of Jains, the growth rate was 184.14% in
1961-71, in 1971-81 it was 1.86%, in 1981-91
census it was -5.12%, in 1991-2001 it was
45.26% and during 2001-11 census the growth
rate was 2.91%.

Taking the population 1961 census as
base, the growth rate between 50 years of total
population of India is 175.67%. The growth rate
of Hindus is 163.63%, Muslims 266.94%,
Christians 159.32%, Jains 119.59%, Buddhists
159.30% and Sikhs 165.53%.

During the 50 years from 1961-2011, the
growth rate of total population in Odisha is
139.19%, Hindus 129.52%, Muslims 323.40%,
Christians 477.91%, Jains 310.46%, Buddhists
2951.10% and Sikhs 337.19%.

Statement-3 gives the percentage of
population of each religion to total population of
India and state from 1961 to 2011 census.

At national level, the percentage of Hindu
population has shown a declining trend from 1961
census to 2011 census. During 1961 census, the
percentage of Hindu population to total population
was 83.45% which decreased to 82.73% in 1971
census and again decreased to 82.64% in 1981
and to 82.00% in 1991 census, 80.46% in 2001
census and further decreased to 79.80% in 2011
census. 10.69% of the total population of India
was Muslim during 1961 census, which increased
to 11.21% in 1971 census, 11.35% in 1981
census, 12.12% in 1991 census, 13.43% in 2001
census and 14.23% during 2011 census. 2.44%
of India s population during 1961 census was
Christian which increased to 2.60% during 1971
census and decreased to 2.43% in 1981 census,
2.34% in 1991 and 2001 censuses, 2.30% in
2011 census. Buddhists had 0.74% of share of
India s population during 1961 census which
decreased to 0.70% in 1971 census and again
increased to 0.71% in 1981 census, became
0.76% in 1991 census, 0.77% in 2001 census
and decreased to 0.70% in 2011 census. The
percentage of Sikh population in India was 1.79%
in 1961, which increased to 1.89% in 1971
census, 1.97% in 1981 census and decreased to
1.94% in 1991 census, 1.87% in 2001 census
and 1.72% in 2011 census. During 1961 census,
0.46% of India s population were Jains which
increased to 0.48% in 1971 census, 0.48% during

Statement  3: Percentage of population of each religion to total population
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1981 census and decreased to 0.40% in 1991
census and increased to 0.41% in 2001 census
and again decreased to 0.37% in 2011 census.

In Odisha, percentage of Hindu
population to total population has also shown a
declining trend from 1961 census to 2011 census.
During 1961 census, the percentage of Hindu
population was 97.57 % which decreased to
96.25% in 1971 census, 95.42% during 1981
census, 94.67% in 1991 census,94.35% in 2001
census and 93.63% in 2011 census. The
percentage of Hindu population to total population

was 93.63% which is more than the percentage
of Hindus at national level. Increasing trend is
noticed in case of   Muslim population. During
1961 census, the percentage of Muslim
population to total population was1.23% which
increased to 1.49% in 1971 census,1.60% in
1981 census,1.82% in 1991 census,2.07% in
2001 census and 2.17% in 2011 census. During
1961, the percentage of Christian population in
the state was 1.15% which increased to 1.73%
in 1971. Again it increased to1.82% in 1981
census, 2.10% in 1991 census, 2.44% in 2001

Statement  4:Population of religions in the districts of Odisha

http://www.pdfcomplete.com/1002/2001/upgrade.htm


22

September  -  2015 Odisha Review

census and 2.77% in 2011 census. The
percentage of Sikh population in the state was
0.03% in 1961 census. It increased to 0.05% in
1971 census and remained constant at 0.05% till
2011 census. The percentage of Buddhist
population in the state was negligible at 0.003%
of the total population in 1961 which increased
to 0.04% in 1971 census and decreased to
0.03% in 1981 census and remained constant at
0.03% till 2011 census. The percentage of Jain
population in the state was 0.01% during 1961
census. It increased to 0.03% in 1971 census and
remained same in 1981 census and decreased to
0.02% in 1991 census and remained same for
2001 and 2011 census.

Statement -4 gives the population of the
religions in various districts of Odisha as per 2001
& 2011 Census.

It reveals from Statement 4 that Ganjam
is the most populous district in the State where
more numbers of Hindus are reported in both the
Censuses. More Muslims are reported in Cuttack
district followed by Bhadrak district in both the
Censuses. More Christians are reported in the
district of Sundargarh followed by Gajapati and
Kandhamal. More Sikhs are reported in
Sundargarh district. More Buddhists are reported
in Cuttack district followed by Gajapati district.
More Jains are reported in Balangir district
followed by Kalahandi and Cuttack district.

Statement - 5 below gives the growth
rate of religions in districts of Odisha during the
decade 2001-2011.

Statement  5:Growth rate of religion in districts of Odisha -2011 Census
Area Name Relig ious communities

Total Hindu M usl im Chris t ian S i kh Buddhist J ain Rel i g io n
not stated

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 9
State - ODISHA 14.05 13.17 19.64 29.39 25.72 40.44 2.91 280.88
District - Bargarh 10.02 9.87 11.38 16.04 69.79 172.88 -8.76 130.05
District - Jharsuguda 13.69 12.95 34.59 23.30 34.30 -58.12 -16.67 412 .63
District - Sambalpur 11.27 10.34 3.51 30.55 21.53 49.04 11.69 147.97
District - Debagarh 14.01 13.17 -33.27 29.44 -23.19 - -12.50 393 .88
District - Sundargarh 14.35 7.03 15.38 24.81 3.55 248 .04 -11.32 1102.71
District - Kendujhar 15.35 14.86 36.11 48.78 20.61 464.86 89.86 145.06
District - Mayurbhanj 13.33 13.63 27.50 64.56 53.01 305 .00 131 .91 179 .78
District - Baleshwar 14.62 13.41 23.58 7.83 46.30 177.50 10.44 149.85
District - Bhadrak 12.94 12.02 24.06 40.04 302.38 1520.00 131.25 289.87
District - Kendrapara 10.63 10.31 15.79 47.31 604.17 1966.67 136.36 280.86
District - Jagatsinghapur 7.50 7.02 15.63 43.34 6.74 -66.06 87.10 376.63
District - Cuttack 12.10 11.74 16.24 12.46 22.14 10.16 12.92 346.77
District - Jajapur 12.49 11.81 20.32 26.80 41.14 132.00 29.87 120.17
District - Dhenkanal 11.80 11.74 15.03 55.34 275.76 13.66 85.71 133.92
District - Anugul 11.74 11.59 13.65 2.76 0.12 494.74 -34.55 234.91
District - Nayagarh 11.37 11.24 24.69 -4.25 5250.00 1000.00 60.00 102 .36
District - Khordha 19.94 19.43 25.39 42.01 13.57 109.25 37.18 382.91
District - Puri 13.05 12.67 20.29 53.36 614.81 21.50 95.83 398.13
District - Ganjam 11.66 11.28 22.04 61.80 81.54 346.15 97.67 162.47
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District - Gajapati 11.37 3.47 -4.13 26.38 2550.00 10.55 842 .86 422 .22
District - Kandhamal 13.10 9.96 -5.10 26.24 256.52 1971.43 135.00 814.38
District - Baudh 18.16 17.76 34.81 118.41 1100 .00 25.00 175.00 387.76
District - Subarnapur 12.61 12.40 -4.10 70.06 163 .64 411 .11 70.00 213 .73
District - Balangir 23.32 23.25 27.26 17.90 57.38 733 .93 -23.51 247 .40
District - Nuapada 15.02 14.86 22.42 18.85 -1.50 18.75 11.32 287.44
District - Kalahandi 18.07 17.62 38.50 61.20 30.07 272.34 -1.84 333.97
District - Rayagada 16.46 13.48 1.36 53.78 52.08 857 .69 -11.51 714 .78
District - Nabarangapur 19.03 18.79 -1.66 23.10 225 .00 1011.76 -2.69 413 .86
District - Koraput 16.86 15.60 5.34 33.57 91.85 154.65 52.01 444.38
District - Malkangiri 21.62 21.12 3.54 59.35 787 .50 258 .33 44.44 269 .87

It reveals from the statement 5 that highest
growth rate population of 23.32 is recorded in
Balangir district and the lowest growth rate of

7.50% is recorded in Jagatsinghapur district.
Among Hindus, the highest growth rate of
23.25% is recorded in Balangir district and the

Statement  6: Percentage share of population of each religion of the districts 2011 Census
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lowest growth rate of 7.02% is recorded in
Jagatsinghapur district. Among Muslims, the
highest growth rate of 38.50% is recorded in
Kalahandi district. In five districts viz. Debagarh,
Gajapati, Kandhamal, Subarnapur and
Nabarangapur, the Muslim population have been
decreased. The highest growth of Christian
population is recorded in Baudh district (118.41
%) and negative growth of -4.25 % is recorded
in Nayagarh district. In case of other religions viz.
Sikhs, Buddhists and Jains as their number of
people following such religions are less, the growth
rate is not comparable.

Statement-6 gives the percentage share
of population of each religion of the districts during
2001-2011 Census.

It reveals from statement 6 that the
highest proportion of 99.65% Hindus was
reported in Baudh district during 2001 Census.
In 2011 Census, the same thing is reported in
Dhenkanal district (99.39%). The lowest
proportion of Hindus is reported in Gajapati
district in both the Censuses. The highest
proportion of Muslim population is reported in
Bhadrak district (6.92%) and the lowest is
reported in Baudh district in both the Censuses.
The highest proportion of Christian population is
reported in Gajapati district (37.98%). The highest
proportion of Sikh population is recorded in
Sundargarh district (0.27%). The highest Buddhist
population is recorded in Gajapati district (0.38
%). The highest Jain population is in Balangir
district (0.22%) during 2001 and in Nuapada
district (0.15%) as per 2011 Census.
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