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SDC Cup - 2020

 Ranjana Chopra

Introduction:

Odisha is home to 9.7% of the total
tribal population of the country and there are
62 Scheduled Tribes and 13 Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) residing
in the state. The tribal communities share a
pure endearment with nature and rely on it
for their sustenance as well as livelihood. The
State Government has, over the years,
introduced provisions and programmes for
their overall development, while enhancing
and utilising their skills, talents and mastery
for their socio-economic growth. To fulfil

these objectives, the government established
Special Development Council (SDC) that
includes in its purview the 9 tribal dominated
districts namely Mayurbhanj, Kendujhar,
Sundergarh, Kandhamal, Gajapati,
Koraput, Rayagada, Nowrangpur and
Malkanagiri covering 117 Blocks, 1886
GPs, 18687 villages, and 1359385 ST
households. It was felt necessary that the
tribal should be extensively involved at all
stages of the development process starting
from identification of deficit areas, felt needs,
plan formulation, implementation, and



xx

monitoring so that the tribal development will
be more effective, inclusive and participative.

Promotion of sports, particularly
tribal sports, is one key mandate of SDC.
In this context, SDC has undertaken various
activities at the GP, block and district levels,
to scout for tribal sports talents and to ensure
that not a single sports talent is left
unidentified. SDC is making an attempt to
generate sports consciousness and mass
participation in sports in SDC districts, to
strengthen sports at the grass-root level, and
to provide the opportunity for tribal children
to get noticed for further nurturing. SDC also
intends to conserve the indigenous games
and sports as part of the intangible cultural
heritage of tribal communities of Odisha.
Apropos this, SDC organised “SDC Cup,
Tribal Football Championship” -an inter-
district football Championship in 9 tribal
districts of Odisha which includes 117
Blocks and 1886 Gram Panchayats (GPs)
from 14th February to 5th March 2020, in
order to identify hidden talents among the
tribal youth starting from Gram Panchayat
level up-to State level, in Odisha.

The ‘SDC Cup’ is a unique and
exclusive tournament which involved over
10000 tribal players (both in men and
women category), making it, probably, the
largest tribal tournament in the country. It
aided mass participation in sports amongst
the tribal youth of the state, and provided
them with a platform to showcase their
sporting talent. Additionally, it also helped
to scout and nurturing talent in the remote
tribal pockets of Odisha, thereby
strengthening sports at the grass-root level.

Several former tribal players, who
have played Santosh Trophy and other
national and international tournaments, were
also part of this unique exercise. The
championship was organised with the
technical assistance and supervision of the
Football Association of Odisha (FAO) and
has been recognised by the All India Football
Federation (AIFF).

Objectives behind SDC Cup 2020:

The key objectives of the football
tournament were as follows:

 to showcase the tribal talent,

 to thrive a sporting spirit amongst tribal
youth,

 to provide a platform and opportunity
to the energetic tribal youth to display
their sporting talents,

 to encourage tribal participation.

“There are many hidden sporting
talents in our tribal areas who do not get a
proper platform to showcase their talents.
The SDC Cup is a unique platform to explore
the hidden talents and nurture them through
better training and other facilities.”

Shri Sujeet Kumar, the then Advisor to SDC & currently

Hon’ble MP-Rajya Sabha

Planning & Coordination:

It took more than 3 months to plan
this entire competition. Intensive discussions
with football experts, players, football bodies
and other stakeholders in the competition
resulted in the competition structure and
format.

District Coordinators with
management expertise of holding
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tournaments of such stature were scouted
from the 9 districts for smooth conduct of
district level selection camp and subsequently
league, semi-final and final matches.
Hundreds of volunteers contributed in
making the competition successful.

Role of Departments:

SCSTRTI

The SCSTRTI put a lot of efforts
into the planning and execution of the entire
competition. From charting out budget, to
coordinating with district officials and
monitoring the overall process, SCSTRTI
played a key role.

ITDA

The Nodal PA, ITDAs were
designated as the Nodal Officer to
coordinate the conduct of the events in their
respective districts. The respective ITDAs
were involved in the smooth conduct of the
camps and all matches, which includes
registration of players, travel,
accommodation, fooding, preparation of
grounds, venue management, etc.

FAO

Football Association of Odisha
provided all the technical help such as
providing coaches, match officials, selectors,
tournament tools and match coordination.

SDC

Under the able-guidance and
supervision of Shri Sujeet Kumar, (the then
Advisor to SDC and currently Hon’ble MP-
Rajya Sabha) the event turned out to be
highly successful overcoming all the
challenges. Members of district councils of
SDC were actively involved in the
tournament.

Promotion and Advertising:

1. During the onset of the mega event,
the district authorities took it upon
themselves to promote it on a large scale.
Vehicles were branded with SDC cup visuals
and plied in all parts of the district to get
maximum applicants for the district level
camp.

2. A dedicated Android mobile
application i.e. “FootballDost” was
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developed for the championship. All the semi
final and final matches were telecasted live
on the app as well as on YouTube.

3. The theme song was composed and
sung by Ms. Sarah Sharma, SP, Gajapati
and her team, and it received widespread
coverage on social media. It was on every
tribal person’s lips wherever the game was
being played. Ms. Dagar Tudu entertained
the crowds with this song in Baripada and
Cuttack respectively.

4. Sports Enthusiasts took out bike
procession on the main roads of semi-final
venues i.e. Sundargarh and Keonjhar. Both
the places were buzzing with the excitement
of semi-final matches.

5. The mascot got widespread
attention and was loved by one and all.

6. The Cuttack City was splashed with
the hoardings and posters of the final match.

Prizes:

For the first time in such kind of
events huge prize money was distributed to
the winning teams as well as the losing teams.
To encourage the players, prize money of
Rs.3000 was distributed to the player of the
match of each and every match of league
level similarly Rs.5000 and Rs.10000 for the
player of the match of semi final and final
matches.

The knocked out teams of league
level received the prize money of Rs.25000,
the defeated teams of the semi final matches
received Rs.50000 as prize money. The
Champion and Runners-up teams got
Rs.200000 and Rs.100000 respectively as
prize money.

Apart from all these there were
prizes for the player of the tournament, the
best goal keeper of the tournament and the
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player having scored maximum number
goals in the tournament.

About the Championship:

The championship commenced with
the district level selection camps in 10 venues
(All the SDC districts with Mayurbhanj
having two venues i.e.
Baripada and Rairangpur)
from 14th to 20th February.
The league matches were
played at Mayurbhanj
District Athletic Association
Stadium-Baripada and
Coronation Playground-
Phulbani, from 24th-28th
February 2020; while the
semi-final matches were
played, at District Athletic
Association Stadium-
Sundargarh and Keonjhar
Stadium, on the 2nd March
2020. Hon'ble Chief
Minister of Odisha, Shri
Naveen Patnaik, graced the
event as the Chief Guest at
the Final match and award-
ceremony, which was
played at the historic

Barabati Stadium, Cuttack, on the 5th
March 2020.

District Level Selection Camps

Different camps were held in 10
venues in the 9 SDC districts. Mayurbhanj
district was allocated 2 venues i.e.
Rairangpur and Baripada while rest of the
districts were allocated one venue each. The
purpose of the camps was to form teams
from respective districts.

Around 10000 tribal football
players (both Men & Women) joined the
camps and trials were conducted. They
were provided with food and
accommodation and training for the entire
camp period. At the end of the training
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camps a Men's team and a Women's team
consisting of 22 players each was formed
for each of the Districts. A support staff unit
consisting of one coach, one assistant coach
and one manager was given to each team.
The selected players also got jerseys, track-
suits as well as football kits to prepare
themselves for the league matches.

League (Inter-District) Matches

The 10 teams were divided into two
groups and the league matches were played
in two venues i.e. Phulbani and Baripada.

All the teams played with each other
and the top two teams from each group were
promoted for the Semi final matches.
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Rairangpur men’s and women’s teams,
Koraput men’s team and Keonjhar women’s
team qualified for the semi finals from
Phulbani venue. Similarly, both Sundargarh
men’s and women’s teams, and Baripada
men’s and women’s teams were qualified
from the Baripada venue.

Semi-Final Matches

The semi final matches were played
in Sundargarh and Keonjhar. All the matches
experienced a huge turnout of football lovers
and sports enthusiasts. 3 out of 4 semi final
matches ended up in a close contest with

nail biting finish. Both the men’s and women’s
team of Sundargarh made it to the final along
with Baripada men’s team and Rairangpur
women’s team.

Final Match :

Hon’ble Chief Minister of Odisha,
Shri Naveen Patnaik, attended the Final
match and award-ceremony as the Chief
Guest, on the 5th March 2020, which was
played at the historic Barabati Stadium,
Cuttack, Odisha. Shri Bhaichung Bhutia,
Legendary Footballer and former Indian
Captain came as the guest of honour. Among



xxvi

others Hon’ble Minister of Sports,
Shri Tusharkanti Behera, Hon’ble Minister

of ST & SC Development, Minorities &
Backward Classes Welfare, Shri Jagannath
Saraka, Hon’ble Minister of Odia Language

Literature & Culture, Shri Jyoti Prakash
Panigrahi, the then Advisor of SDC, Shri

(Sundargarh men’s team with the championship trophy)

(Sundargarh women’s team with the championship trophy)

Sujeet Kumar, Principal Secretary of
Department of ST & SC Development,
Minorities & Backward Classes Welfare,
Ms. Ranjana Chopra, President of FAO,
Shri Debasish Samantaray, Secretary of
FAO, Shri Ashirbad Behera, Secretary of
OCA, Shri Sanjay Behera were present in
the closing ceremony.
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More than 10000 strong crowds
cheered for the finalists. The final matches
excitement had made the audience stand up
on their feet.

Sundargarh men’s and women’s
teams turned out to be the champions of the
inaugural SDC Cup.

Hon’ble Chief Minister’s Message

The State Govt. of Odisha has been
actively promoting sports and sportspersons
of the state. SDC Cup: the tribal football
championship is definitely a milestone in the
context of development of the tribal football
players of the state.

SDC Cup is a very good initiative
of the Odisha Government. Special Thanks
to the SDC Advisor and Sports Department
for conducting this tournament as most of
the talents are staying in tribal areas. In fact,
for 3 years, Ranjan Soren, an Odia tribal
boy was trained at Bhaichung Bhutia Training
Academy who is now representing India in
the Under-16 Football competition. I feel
there are many talents like Ranjan Soren and
we should provide them a platform and
promote football. They should play at a high
level. A platform like SDC Cup is giving
players an opportunity to compete. SDC
Cup can help in scouting of talent for
National Team, Junior Team, Santosh
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Trophy and also for State Team. The Odisha
government is setting examples for other
states to follow, in promoting sports and I

feel good that Odisha government is pushing
and uplifting sports.

Shri Bhaichung Bhutia,
Former Indian Footballer, Padma Shri &
Arjuna Awardee

The Government of Odisha has
taken many major steps for the upliftment of
the tribes of Odisha. Under the able
leadership of Hon’ble Chief Minister
Shri Naveen Patnaik, there has been a
constant rise in education, social and
economic growth of the tribals of Odisha
and the SDC Cup - Tribal Football
Championship, has added another page of
success to it. The SDC Cup was organized
to develop the sports talent among the youth
of tribals communities. The sports expertise,
strength, and dedication of the tribal have
been demonstrated in front of all due to this
championship. It’s my faith and belief that, if
similar tournaments can be arranged for all

sports as per their interests in different sports
it will bring more fame to the state. In this
context, I would like to thank and
congratulate all the participants, players,

organizers, and staff from the bottom of my
heart.

Shri Jagannath Saraka,
Hon’ble Minister of ST & SC
Development, Minorities & Backward
Classes Welfare

SDC cup provided a platform to the
young budding tribal players. It was a unique
event which showcased the rural tribal talent
and brought together various communities
on a common forum. It will go a long way in
instilling aspirations among the tribal youth
and will motivate them for achievement of
excellence in sports.

Ranjana Chopra, Principal Secretary, Department
of ST & SC Development, Minorities & Backward
Classes Welfare, Bhubaneswar.
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Supporting Government’s crucial initiatives in responding to the global pandemic of Corona
virus are women Self Help Groups (SHGs) of Mission Shakti. 70 lakh women in 6 lakh
SHGs across rural and urban areas of the State have shouldered many vital responsibilities
during this pandemic.

Early in March pamphlets on awareness of Corona virus and prevention of COVID-19 were
circulated to 70 lakh SHG members. They were to sensitize their family members and local
communities. This enabled them to create mass awareness
of this disease mainly among women in rural and semi urban
areas.

The pledge that Honourable CM requested everybody to
take for prevention of COVID-19 was circulated to all SHG
members. Carrying forward the STAY @ HOME pledge of
Hon’ble Chief Minister to all rural and urban habitations
across the State for breaking the chain, SHGs have led the
fight against Corona virus with immediate coordinated action.

Early on, seeing the public demand for masks many SHGs
and Federations who had prior
experience in stitching uniforms
for school children took on this
activity. Today nearly 400 groups
with a combined capacity of
50,000 masks per day are
manufacturing this much needed
item. Our SHGs have sold nearly
6 lakh masks so far to agencies,
institutions banks, police, village
health workers and the common
public. They are sold at
reasonable rates of Rs 15-20 /

piece. Many SHGs have also taken this up as a philanthropic activity and distributed masks
free of cost to those in need.

Mission Shakti Masking Odisha from Corona
Women Self  Help Groups of  “Mission Shakti” lead the fight against COVID

in Odisha through Community Sensitization and Awareness Generation

“I am heartened by the all-
round response of women
especially members of Mission
Shakti Self Help Groups
(SHGs) during this critical
time.”

 Shri Naveen Patnaik,
Chief Minister, Odisha
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When the lockdown was announced and it was seen that supply of rations and vegetables
may become an issue, our SHGs stepped in to fill the gap. Nearly 500 SHGs have set up dry
ration, vegetables and fruit shops across the State with the help of the district administration.
They are also doing home delivery of rations in many urban centres like Berhampur, Cuttack,
Kendrapa and Koraput.

To ensure food security of the vulnerable during the
lockdown across the State, Honourable Chief Minister
entrusted the responsibility of managing free kitchens in
every Gram Panchayat to the SHGs. Today nearly
1,75,385 hot cooked meals have been provided to
needy and vulnerable persons in 4338 GPs and 14,383
meals in 114 urban bodies. This is actively being done
by our SHGs and the number of such kitchens is
increasing everyday.

Apart from this, under the existing Mission Shakti loan scheme of the State, women SHGs
are eligible for loans upto 3 lakhs at zero interest. This year more than 2000 crores loan has
been sanctioned to women SHGs.

All the Block level federations of the State have a corpus of Rs.25 lakh which can be used to
meet the financial needs of the SHG members at low interest rates.

Many SHGs and Federations have voluntarily contributed from their group savings to the
Chief  Ministers Relief fund.

Mission Shakti started by Shri Naveen Patnaik in 2001 - comprising 70 lakh women in 6
lakh groups has always played a vital role during any disaster or emergency situation.

“Once again Mission Shakti
members have risen to the
occasion providing a vital link
between government and
community - as leaders and
partners in service delivery at the
grassroots level.”

Smt.Sujata R Karthikeyan,I.A.S,
Commissioner-cum-

Director,Mission Shakti
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I thank the 4 1/2 crore  people of Odisha for all the support and cooperation each one of you
has been extending in this serious crisis situation. I know it involves a lot of sacrifice, hardship
and uncertainty but this is the only way to face this crisis. From March 15th when we had the
first case, till today at 42 cases your discipline and sacrifice has helped the state. In the same
period, US - a Superpower, has moved from 3000  to 4 lakh cases. The United States has
lost more people to Covid 19 than all the wars and 9/11 attack put together. They have still
not locked down the country as a whole.

At this crucial juncture one has to decide between protecting lives of people and economic
activity. The State  Cabinet decided that saving the lives of our
people is the top most priority at this juncture. Accordingly we
have decided to extend the lock down till April 30th, We will
recommend to Government of India to extend the national
lockdown up to 30thApril. In addition to this we will also request
the Union  Government not to start Airline  and Railway services
till April 30th. As regards people from Odisha who are stranded in various parts of the
country, our intervention for their well-being will be through the concerned State Governments.
Odisha will take care of all the people who are stranded in Odisha.

Activities  related to agriculture, animal husbandry and MGNREGS   will be facilitated during
the lockdown period following  social distancing norms. In a larger context food security of
the people is a major priority of the State. As has been stated earlier, there will not be any
problem in transport of goods. We are leaving no stone unturned in scaling up COVID
testing and treatment Facilities.  We propose to do one Lakh rapid testing in the State  at the
earliest possible time. We would like to thank doctors from all over the country who have
volunteered to offer their services in telemedicine. As regards educational institutions they will
remain closed till June 17. Corona virus is the biggest threat that the human race has faced in
more than a century. Life will not be the same ever. All of us must understand this and face it
boldly together.  With our sacrifice and with the blessings of the Lord  Jagannath this too shall
pass.

"Corona virus is the biggest threat that the
human race has faced in more than a century"

— Naveen Patnaik
Chief Minister

Hon’ble CM announces
Special Financial
Package for the weaker
sections of society


