(Orissa)

The name of the digtrict ‘Kandhamd’ is derived
from the name of its mgjor inhabitants Kandhas.
Being Dravidians, they were in this hilly tract of
the country beforethe advent of the Aryans. They
havebeen dassified under theancient Gondid race
of the Proto-Australoid group, which according
to scholars like Ridey, preceded the Aryans by
many thousand years.

The undivided district of Boudh
Phulabani was created inthe year, 1948 with two
sub-divisons, Boudh and Kandhamd, having the
headquarters at Phulabani. These two sub-
divisonsformed two digtricts, namdy, Boudh and
Kandhamal vide Notification No.DRC-218/93/
56413/R dated 22.12.1993 and Notification
N0.44250-DRC.136/94 dated 13.10.1994
respectively. The present Kandhamd digtrict has
been carved out of the erstwhile Boudh-Phulabani
district, consisting of one Sub-division
Kandhamd.

The Marathas occupied the Boudh-
Kandhamd regionin 1800 A.D. and it remained
under the rule of the Bhonda Rga of Nagpur.
But in the middle of the 19th century when
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Khondsrosein rebellion under Chakra Bisoyee,
the Reja failed to enforce law and order in that
territory and later the Kandhamals were brought
under the adminigration of the Britishin February
1835. The Kandhamals were made a Sub-
divison of the didrict of Anugul in 1891 and in
1904 Phulabani was made the sub-divisional
headquarters.

The district Kandhamal is one of the
centrally located districts of Orissa and lies
between 19°45' and 20°30" North latitudes and
83%45' and 84°30' East longitudes. It isbounded
by Baudh district on the north, Rayagada,
Gajapati & Ganjam districts on the south,
Nayagarh and Ganjam didricts on the east and
Kaahandi & Baangir digricts on the west. The
digrict having an areaof 8021 5. kms. isStuated
a adisance of 211 kms. from the state hars,
Bhubaneswar.

The digrict of Kandhamad is one of the
new created districts carved out of the old
Phulbani digtrict. It has apopulation of 6.48 lakh
of which 49.8 percent are malesand 50.2 percent
femdes. The area of the didtrict is 8021 sg.km
and thus dengity is81 per sg.km. The population
growthis1.86 annualy averaged over the decade
of 1991-2001. Urban population of the district
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condtitute 6.8 percent of tota population. The
Scheduled Caste population is 16.89 percent of
total population and magjor caste group are Pan
Pano (77.92), Ghas etc. (4.49) and Haddi etc.
(3.96 percent) among the Scheduled Castes.
Similarly the Scheduled Tribe populationis51.96
percent of total and Mg or Tribe sgroup indicated
lot percentage of thetota Tribes are Khond etc.
(93.33 percent), Gond etc. (2.99 percent) and
Kotia(1.05 percent). Hindu popul ation congtitute
81.42 percent of total, Christians (18.2 percent)
and Mudim (0.35 percent) are very indgnificant
group. Themaintownsof thedidtrict are Phulabani
(NAC) (33,890), and G.Udayagiri (NAC)
(10,204).

The sex ratio for the population as a
whole is 1008 femaes per 1000 males and that
of 0-6 years 970 females per 1000 males. The
age digtribution reflects 0-4 year’s age group
congtitute 12.29 percent and the old age group
(60+ and ANS) is 6.53 percent. The working
age population (15-59 years) are 54.84 percent
of tota population. Totd workersconditute47.24
percent of the total population. Of the workers
57.52 percent are main workers and 42.48
percent marginal workers. Thetotd literacy rate
is52.68 percent out of which maeliteracy rateis
69.68 percent and female literacy rate is 35.86.
Looking a education levelsatained, itisreveded
thet theliterates 1.99 percent arewithout any level.
Beow primary levels condtitute 36.99, Primary
29.63 percent and Middle group 14.45 percent.
Those having Matric/Higher Secondary/Diploma
are 13.51 percent and Graduate and above group
3.43 percent.

The digtrict has 1.45 lakh of households
and the average household size is 4 persons per
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household. Permanent houses are occupied by
only 21.4 percent of households, 58.5 percent
houses occupied are temporary and 20.1 semi-
permanent houses.

Tota number of villagesof thedidrict are
2546 of which 2,379 villages are inhabited. The
number of towns are two. Of the villages 95.08
percent have safe drinking water facilities.
Electricity is avallable in 26.82 percent villages.
Of the villages 23.58 percent useit for domegtic
purposes and 1.39 percent put it for agricultural
use. Primary Schools are available in 59.98
villagesbut only 10.42 have aMiddle School and
4.96 percent have a Secondary/Senior
Secondary School, College having available only
in 0.21 percent of villages. Communication
facilities like Post, Telegraph etc. available in
21.65 percent of villages. Medicd facility is
avallablein 6.89 percent of villages. Bussarvices
areavalablein 16.02 percent of villagesbut 18.16
percent villages have Paved approach road and
76.71 percent mud approach road.

Thedidrict need subgtantid improvement
in at least dl development indicators except safe
drinking water facility. Demographicdly it has
higher growth rate compared to the state. Sex
ratio reflectsfema e advantage but thelower level
in 0-6 yearsisan indication for mgor turnaround.
Chrigtian population are of substantidly high
proportion o aso the Tribals. The didtrict isone
of the least urbanised. Improvement of literacy
particularly of femdesisyet another concern area.
Thesmdler szeof thehousehold rdatively reflects
tendency of bresking of familieswhich may bea
major concern area for development of the
digtrict.
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Basic Data Sheet

District Kandhamal (21), Orissa (21)

Population:
Persons 648,201 Number of households 145,676
Males 322,799 Household size (per household) 4
Females 325,402
Growth (1991 - 2001) 18.66 Sex ratio (females per 1000 males) 1,008
Rural 604,107 Sex ratio (0-6 years) 970
Urban 44,094
Scheduled Caste population 109,506 Scheduled Tribe population 336,809
Percentage to total population 16.89 Percentage to total population 51.96
Literacy and Educational level
Literates Educational Level attained
Persons 279,705 Total 279,705
Males 183,733 Without level 5,556
Females 95,972 Below primary 103,469
Literacy rate Primary 82,864
Persons 52.68 Middle 40,427
Males 69.79 Matric/Higher Secondary/Diploma 37,775
Females 35.86 Graduate and above 9,581
Workers Age groups
Total workers 306,209 0 - 4 years 79,640
Main workers 176,128 5- 14 years 170,728
Marginal workers 130,081 15 - 59 years 355,500
Non-workers 341,992 60 years and above (Incl. A.N.S.) 42,333
Scheduled Castes (Largest three) Scheduled Tribes (Largest three)
1.Pan Pano 85,331 1.Khond etc. 314,355
2.Ghasi etc. 4,914 2.Gond etc. 10,082
3.Haddi etc. 4,334 3.Kotia 3,535
Religions (Largest three) Amenities and infrastructural facilities
1.Hindus 527,757 Total inhabited villages 2,379
2.Christians 117,950
3.Muslims 2,253 Amenities available in villages
No. of villages
Drinking water facilities 2,377
Important Towns (Largest three) Safe Drinking water 2,262
Population Electricity (Power Supply) 638
Electricity (domestic) 561
1.Phulabani (NAC) 33,890 Electricity (Agriculture) 33
2.G. Udayagiri (NAC) 10,204 Primary schoolS 1,427
Middle schools 248
Secondary/Sr Secondary schools 118
CollegeS 5
House Type Medical facility 164
Primary Health CentreS 41
Primary Health Sub-CentreS 130
Type of house (% of households occupying) Post, telegraph and telephone facility 515
Permanent 214 Bus services 381
Semi-permanent 20.1 Paved approach road 432
Temporary 58.5 Mud approach road 1,825
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Disgtrict Highlights

Kandhamal is the 24™ urbanized district in the state having about 6.80 percent of its
population living in urban areas whereas about 14.99 percent of state’s population live in
urban areas.

In terms of population per sq. km. Kandhamal is the least densely populated district in the
state.

Kandhamal has 4th rank in terms of sex ratio in the state.

There are 167 uninhabited villages in the district and only 3 villages have a population of
more than 5000.

Baliguda, a police station headquarters, is the most populated village (14,957) in the district
and the state.

The economy of the district is mainly dependent upon cultivation. Out of each 100 workers
in the district 69 are engaged in agricultural sector.

Baliguda police station has the highest number of villages (435) in the district and
Brahmanigaon police station has the lowest number of villages (88) in the district.
Kandhamal is the 6" district in terms of size and 23" in terms of population amongst 30
districts of State.
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