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Untold Stories of
1% Responsible Govt. of Mayurbhan

The victory of the Prggamandd was a victory of
the people in their sruggle againg feuda socid
order and outdated pattern of monarchical
Government.

Mayurbhan] was the firg princey sate
in Indiato have apopular Government, soon after
the independence was achieved, and the
understanding with which such a greet task was
peacefully accomplished appears to be no man
achievement for the people of Mayurbhanj. The
inditution of popular Government in Mayurbhan]
on 10 December 1947 was an unigue experiment
which offered the Prgiamandal |eaders an
opportunity to trandate their idedsinto practice.
Since transfer of power took place on 10
December 1947, that day was declared as a
public holiday in the State. It was given due
publicity and the Government of India was
informed.

After dmost adecade of palitica tension
and acrimony normalcy was restored in
Mayurbhanj, Maharga s proclamation dated 9
Dec-1947 had indtituted a Council of Ministers.
Sri Sarat Chandra Das, Bidyadhar Mohapatra
and Maheswar Nayak were chosen by Maharga
to condtitute a three member cabinet with Sarat
ChandraDas asthe premier. The Ministerswere
dlotted the following portfolios:

1) Sarat ChandraDas- Premier, Home,
Finance, Audit, Planning and Recongtruction.

2) B. Mohapatra - Revenue, Law, Hedlth
& Loca Government.
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3) M. Nayak - Development, Education,
Supply, Tangport, Public Works, Commerceand
Labour.

The popular ministry functioned with
different committees like Budget Committee,
Steering Committee and Congtituent Committee.
To commemorate the establishment of the
Representative Government with sovereign
power, 15 December was celebrated asthe Self-
Governing Day and on thisoccason Minister M.
Nayak took the salute from the police Parade a
Baripada The council of Ministersintroduced the
budget in the Assembly on 13 december 1947,
which was accepted with minor changes. The
popular Ministry remembering the Paik Uprising
in February 1947 firgt introduced an agrarian
legidation which abolished the system of Pak
Jagir. More than 300 Paik families gained
proprietorship of the land in their possession
without any lighility to render military service. Next
most important and revolutionary step was
another significant legidation dated 20 March
1948, which abolished the abnoxious and much
hated sardait system with effect from ' June
1948. The work of Silaghati reservoir was
completed and two sons of Mahargja Pratap
ChandraBhanjdeo worked asordinary |abourers
in the congtruction work, and this was a historic
achievement of Mayurbhanj Prgiamanda. Then
the new Government abolished feudd levieslike
Paika Pancha.

The long felt desderatum was lack of
educationd inditution in Mayurbhanj. Therewas
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no collegeinthe sateto providefadilitiesof higher
education. A collegeto promote higher education
in the State was established at Baripada. In the
third session Sonaram Soren brought a proposa
to maintain the independence and sovereignty of
the State of Mayurbhanj, so that it would remain
distinguished among the Indian states. The
proposal was passed. Gour Mohan Mohapatra
proposed to set up a drafting committee to draft
the adminigrative laws in a revised from. The
Budget for 1948-49 was passed in this session.
True to its ideology the new government
introduced prohibition throughout the State.
Grain-golas were opened with aview of keeping
a buffer-stock of paddy to be used in times of
scarcity aswel asto giveloansto needy farmers.
Even digtribution of clothes among the tribas
during their fedtivals like Makar and was started
by the new governmen.

But in the long run the popular
Government could not live upto the expectation
of the people. It failed because of the differences
of opinion among the Ministers on policy-making
which divided the Minigtry. Even this differences
led to the formation of a rival-Congress
organization called Mayurbhanj Didrict Congress.
The existence of two pardldled rivd Congress
organizations created undesrable confusoninthe
political circle. The officials became more
powerful and corrupt owing to the incapability of
theminigters. Seriousdlegationsof corruptionand
embezzlement were brought againgt premier Si
Das regarding the misgppropriation of the funds
from Gandhi Smarak Nidhi. This made the
Maharga hodtile towards the Ministry. He was
extremely unhappy whilein Cacutta, hereceived
the documents from Sardar Patel exposing the
corruption and misrule in the state. To prove his
innocence S Dasdongwith other Ministerswent
to Delhi and met Home Miniger. V.P. Menon
informed them that further continuance of
Mayurbhan as a separate state was out of
question and the Home Minister inssted upon
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A merger with Orissaprovince wasthe only logica
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solution of the problem.

Onthe other hand, thetribas of the State
agitated under the leadership of Sonaram Soren,
condemning the idea of the merger of the State
with the province of Orissa. Sonaram Soren took
keen initiatives to form a separate state for the
tribals, and thereby to give a triba identity to
Mayurbhanj. Towards September, Maharga
observed that the administration had become
chaotic. Everywhere there was a feeling of
suspicion and resentment. The Stuation became
violent when thetribal s tarted advocating for the
merger of Mayurbhanj with the province of Bihar
and not with Orissa. In order to savethe Stuation
getting worst, dong with Sarat Chandra Das,
Mahargja went to New Delhi on 16" October
1948 and signed the Instrument of Merger. That
brought an end to the short tenure of the popular
Government in Mayurbhanj and the State
adminigtration was taken over on behdf of the
Government of Indiaby D.V. Rage, ICS asthe
Chief Commissoner with effect from 9 November
1948.

Thus the integration of the Feudatory
States with the province, gpart from removing
severd adminigrative anomdies resulted in the
cregtion of ahomogeneouspalitica unitin Orissa
Not only uniformity in adminisration waspossble
for people living in the erstwhile princdy Sates,
but a s0 the advantages of rule of law were made
avalable to them.
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