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|damic Monuments in Cuttack

Introduction

The Mudims conquest of India made a
distinct impact on theindigenous manifestation of
life and culture, which gave rise among other
expression of art and architecture. The style
incorporated were not only new modes and
principlesof congtruction but reflected the socid-
religious demands of the followers of Idam. The
advent of Idam, indeed, made the old order end.
Infact, in Indiathe movement of Idamizationwas
an epoch making events. It is a movement of
comparatively recent growth firmly established
itsdlf with the socid-religious sructure of Indiat
Intheancient architecture of Hindu, Buddhist and
Jain construction spaces were either spanned by
beams or the courses of bricks or stones were
laidin corbes, so that the open span wasgradudly
reduced to a 9ze which could be covered with a
sngledab. There having some evidencesthat the
truearch may have beenknownin Indiainearlier
time.2 The Muslims brought with them the
principle of building atrue arch, so that the bricks
or stones could belaid asvoussoirsto reproduce
acurve and thus span the space between columns,
It can be said that the arch was reintroduced by
the Mudims and firmly implanted on the Indian
s0il. Theresult wasthat flat linters were replaced
by arches or voults and the pyramidal root
(Pidha) or spire (Skhara) by the dome. The
erection of around dome over asguare structure
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introduced multiplication of sdes and angdls by
providing squinches, so that a base of multisded
could be obtained to raiseacircular drum for the
dome. A sunshade ba cony waslaid on cantilever
brackets fixed into the walls, which introduced
the chhajja. Brackets with pendentives lent them
fascinating ornamentation supported by bal conies.
Kiosk (chhatris), tall towers (minarate) and
half-domed double portals are the distinctive
features of the Indo-Idamic architecture.

Different formsof prayer and worship of
the Hindus and the Mudlims is the cause of
differenceinlay-out of temple and mosque. Asin
the Islamic form of worship emphasis on
congregational prayer, required a space of
courtyard (Shn) with a large prayer-hdl at the
Western side end. The centre is occupied by a
recessor dcove, cdled Mihrab, that indicate. The
Western direction (gibla). A pulpit (member) to
its right is meant for imam who leads the
congregational prayer. A minarate originaly
created for mugjin to call the Mudimsto prayer
fivetimes. Later on it assumed as a character of
architectural beauty. The entranceto amosqueis
on the east sSde and that can be enclosed by
cloigters (riwags). A hauz or tank isprovided for
abulation usually crested in the courtyard of
maosque. The distinct form of buria practice by
theMudimsinwhich they erect atomb. A domed
chamber (hujra) with a cenotaph (zarih) in its
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centre, amihrabinthe Westernwall and thegrave
(gabr) in and underground chamber (Magbara)
condituted the sgnificant character of a tomb.
Sometimes mosqueis aso found near the Sde of
tomb with a well-planned garden. Generdly the
entrance is opened at the Southern sde

In the Idamic architecture the motifs of
ornamentation are different from other
architecture, here we find the ornamentation
naturaigtic, absence of human and animd figure
(becauseit is prohibited in Idamic injunction) o
they executethe ornamentation of geometricd and
arabesgue patterns, ornamental writings and
forma representation of plant and flora life.
Idamic art represents the lucidity in expression,
economic use of materiad and orderly use of
different characteridtic. It is found that in the
Idamic buildings ornamentd design were carved
on sonein low relief, cut on plaster, pointed on
inlaid. Theembroidery ornamentationisgeneraly
depicted in the Idamic architecture with striking
colour.

Monumentsin Orissa

The defeat of Mukunda Deva the last
Hindu king at the hand of Sulaman Karrani in
1568 A.D. marked the end of Hindu rule in
Orissa* Itistruethat, the Afghanrulein Orissais
marked by aperiod of political warfare. However,
the palitical unrest toned down with the conquest
of Orissa by Rgja Mansingh the General of
emperor Akbar in 1595 A.D.5 Hence, itissuffice
to mention that, in Orissa Afghan rule was short
lived and was only confined to the border districts
up to the North of the river Mahanadi and having
littleinddible imprint in the culture of Orissa The
Muslims rule in Orissa from 1568 to 1751
opened a new chapter in the history of
architecture. The Mudim introduced their own
tradition in methods of congtruction and concept
of decoration. The use of building materids such
as concrete and mortar, introduction of arches
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vaults, domes, minars, etc. embelishment of the
walls with perforated screens, geometrica and
flora patternsetc. are someof thetypicd features
of Mudim monuments. The Idamic architecture
in Orissa is represented by a small number of
maosques, tombs etc. which mostly belongstothe
Mugha period. The Mughal Governors had
Cuttack as their headquarters and thus the city
contains severd Mudim monuments®

Infact, Mudims migration to Orissawas
acontinuous process. They settled in Orissawith
a new religion and culture. Along with the
administrators, general, traders and camp
followers, the Ulemeas (rdigious preachers) and
santsaso comewith them to servetheir religious
needs. The Mudim religious indtitutions like
Mosque, Tomb, Maktab and Madras as
flourished under the patronage of Mudim rulers.
During the period of Mudim rule in Orissa,
Cuttack was the capita and grew to be the most
important centre for Mudim reigiousingitutions,
afterwards with the penetration of the Mudimsto
theinterior Orissa, Mudim population increased
consderadly. Inevery didrict of Orissawefind a
good number of Mudim population and their
inditutions. Presently, Mudim mosgue and tomb
of the saints are found in every nook and corner
of Orissa. Only in Cuttack didrict therearearound
307 Musdlim shrines and mosques that were
established during Mudim period.’

A good number of Mudim educationd
indtitutions grew up in Orissa like, Maktabs and
Madras as for education of Mudim pupils. For
maintenance of these liberd grants were made.
Mot of theinditutions fill continue to-day. The
Madras a Khatbinsahi Cuttack, Pattamundai,
Binjharpur, Adi, Alanahat, Sharadhapur, Soram
(Puri) aresome of theexampleswhich got Mudim
patronage to impart education to the Mudim
children.® Emperor Aurangzeb appointed Qazis,
Muftisand M uhatasbsand granted rent-freelands
to saints and pious Shaikh in Orissa® Shaikh
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Junaid wasappointed Muhatasib of Cuttack. “His
duties were to enforce the prophet’s laws and
put down the practicesforbidden by him”. Under
Shaikh Junaid, two Qazis were appointed in
Cuttack, their names were Rahamattullah and
Sayyid Muhammed Ghaus®

Therearereferencesof theMudimrulers
granted lands to poor destitute, holy men,
Ulemas, Moulavis, and saint and to the different
religious institutions of Muslims for their
maintenance. Mughad Government issued 10 batis
of land to Abdul Hamid, one holy man for his
maintenance and for praying to God for the
longevity of thethrone. Nawab of Bengd in 1686
A.D. granted 5 batisof land to Musabat AisaBibi
of Jgpur in Orissafor her maintenance. Likewise
Shailkh Abdul Salam received grant from emperor
Aurangzeb (1704-05 A.D.)* Sometimes
Government issued grants for the students as
Madad-i-Mash and aso to the pious persons. It
is noticed that, Mughd rulers on behdf of their
Subedar facilitate the dervishes to settle at
Madad-i-Mash lands.

The generosity of Mudim rulers was not
confined only to Mudim monuments, religious
persons or saints. Having deep respect to the
exising rdigioustradition and beliefs of theHindu
communities, the Mudim rulers confirm lands
dready enjoyed by the trusty of the temples of
Hindu's and expedite the matter for release of
more grants for the Hindus rdigious purposes.
One suchingance was Sham Mohgpatraof Usuna
village in Kadinda Parganareceived grant of one
bati of land for the purpose of Khairat. Onenoble
man of Orissa Guijari Husain granted the entire
mauzaof Baghuato Shri Jagannath Thakur (God)
through Mohua Das for Amrit Manchi. Shujja-
ud-din Muhammed Khan granted one bati and
two manasof |and to Purusottam Bharti in Suasahi
villagefor themaintenance of Sadabant. Sarfuddin
Husan granted the entire village of Jagannathpur
to adhikari Gopinath Das for the expenses of
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travelers and beggars.’? Many more such
examplesareavailablein Orissawhich confirmed
that, the Mudim rulers and common Mudim
granted their land in support or maintenance of
Hindu rdigious places, whichindicatestherdigious
liberdity of Mudim population in Orissa Snce
fifteenth century onwards.

The Mudim architecture in Orissa is
concerned; it particularly started with the advent
of Mughd rule as the Afghans could not have
peaceful timeto devotethemsdvesfor architecturd
activities. Hence, maximum architectura works
belong to the Mughal period. The Muslim
monuments in Orissa as elsewhere in India
comprise mosgue, tomb, paaces of the Governor
and the forts. The monuments as shrines are
contribution to the society of Mudim rulers and
adminigrators. All medieva monumentsof Orissa
had directly or indirectly borntheimpact of Idamic
architecture. Mogt of them havetheir exceptional
architectura brilliance.

M onumentsin Cuttack

Cuttack, the former capita of Orissa, is
Stuatedinlatitude2(® 29' N and longitude 85°50°
East. The city of Cuttack at the apex of the ddta
of the Mahanadi river, it extends from the
Mahanadi on the North to the Kathjodi on the
South and covers an area of about 59.57 Square
Kilometers. The geographica position of Cuttack
at thebifurcation of ariver isuniquein Indiaasdl
big cities are generaly Stuated a the junction of
two rivers cdled Pattanain Sanskrit. Its position
Issuchthat it served asthe only narrow dip of the
land root of the country and as such the people
coming from the North and the South had no other
aternative but to cross the river Mahanadi and
Kathjodi at Cuttack.*®

The etymologica meaning of the word
‘Cuttack’ isafort and capitd city.* The word
Cuttack is an anglicised form of Sanskrit word
KATAKA whichsgnifiessevendifferent meanings
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out of which the two are most important (1) the
military camp, (2) thefort or capita or the seat of
the Government protected by the Army.
According to MADAL PANJ recorded by
Stirling in 1822, it was one of the KATAKAS of
Gangeswar Deo, the second Prince of Ganga
Bansa line, and is il distinguished as Katak
Biranas by which name do it is mentioned in
Ferishtadh' s History of Bengd.*®

Since Cuttack had been the capitdl of the
Mughal Government in Orissa, enjoyed the
privilege of possessng some of the exceptiona
Mudim monuments. Thefirs Mudim monuments
appeared to have been constructed here.®
Badaoni, a historian of the reign of Akbar
described Cuttack as “the mine of heathenism’”.
Abul Fazd, renowned writer during the reign of
Akbar describe Cuttack as“ The city hasa stone
fort Stuated at the bifurcation of two rivers, the
Mahanadi held as high veneration by the Hindus,
and the Kathjori. It is the residence of the
Governor and containssomefinebuildings’. This
sonefort hasbeen after careful scrutiny identified
with fort of Barabati constructed by Mukunda
Deval” William Brutonisthefirg and only English
man to give us a description of the splendor of
the court of Mukunda Deva. The palace of
Mukunda Deva is now in ruins and is identified
asBarabati fort.*® Some of thesgnificant Mudim
architectural worksin Cuttack are unfolded here
asfollows

L al Bagh Palace

La Bagh Palacebuilt at Cuttack in 1636
A.D. is the firg ggnificant Mudim monument in
Orissa basically meant for the palace of Mughd
Governors. We do not have any evidence from
Pergian sources about the congtruction of the Lal
Bagh palace. On Ld Bagh Pdlace William Bruton
describes * Although the palace of the Nabab be
30 largein extent, and so magnificent in structure,
yet he himsdf will not lodge in it, but every night

May - 2011

Orissa Review

he lodged in tents, with his mogt trusty servants,
and guards around him, for it is an abomination
to the Mughd's (which are white men) to rest or
deep under the roof of ahouse that another man
heth built for his own honour. And therefore he
was building a pa ace which he purposed should
be afabric of arest, and future remembrance of
his renown.” Thomas Mottes' interesting
description on 6th May, 1766 A.D. throws some
light on the La Bagh paace which is quoted as
follow * Each of the Sdes of the triangle on which
Cuttack is built istwo miles, but on the banks of
Cutjoree is best inhabited. On it is Lalbaug the
residence of the Governor of theprovince, alarge
building laid out in a number of courts, in the
Morisco taste, but much out of repair, the
Governor, when one part isready tofall, removing
to another”. From the principa entrance of this
paace, runs the great street, formerly built in a
graght line, one and half mileslong, and il the
chief place of businessin thetown.*® By thetime
of Maratha the pdace was fast disntegrating. T.

Motte's statement “but on the banks of the
Cutjoreeisbest inhabitated”, can be corroborated
by thefact that dl old Mudim families of Cuttack
resdesinthat area. And dl theold and significant
monuments in the shgpe of mosque Stuated in
that part of the city. Thisdepictsthat the then city
of Cuttack covered the Western part and on the
East it extended up to Qadam Rasool now inthe
centre of the city, presence of many graves and

shrines that support the presence of Mudlim
population in the area. The Orissa Rg Bhawan
till it shifted to Bhubaneswar sood on the Site of
La Bagh Pdace?°

Dewan Bazaar Mosque

Oneof thesgnificant Mudim Monuments
is the Dewan Bazaar Mosque at Cuttack. It is
the oldest mosque of the city. The Persian
inscription records during the reign of Shah
Alamgiri (Aurangzeb) the foundation of this
Mosque was laid by Mirza Jaffar, Dewan of
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Oriszaintheyear 1069 Hifraera(1658-59A.D.).
Mir Jafar was the Dewan of Orissa during the
reign of Prince Azam, Subahdar of Bengd. Hence,
thislocality has perhaps been named after him as
Dewan Bazaar. Infact, Mir Jafar laid the Dewan
Bazaar Mosgue in 1658-59 A.D. and it was
completed by Azad Mohammed in 1678 A.D.
Besdesthelocdlity near Khas Bazaar wasnamed
Alam Chand Bazaar &fter Alam Chand. Thereare
two Persan inscriptions in this mosgue. The
English trandation of the first inscription is as
follows?!

€) Withthenameaf Allah, themost gracious
and meraiful.

(b) During the reign of Alamgir (Aurangzeb)
whose qualities are indescribable.

(© Mirja Jaffar, Wazirul Mulk laid the
foundation of thismagnificent mosquewhichisas
sacred as Kabaa

(d  Wisdom dedicate the date of the laying
of its foundation—Here is this magnificent
mosque asacred place which was constructed in
Hijra1l069 (1658-59 A.D.).

Thesecond Pergan insription reved sthet
thismosguewas completed by Azad M ohammed
in the year 1284 Amli (1878 A.D.).??

Dewan Bazaar mosgue hasnot been built
on an devated plinth. Thismosgue containsthree
domes one of which is bigger than the other two
on ether Sde. Thisfeaturelater became common
to the mosgue of Mughd Subahdarsin Orissa. It
has consisted four minarets. Other structural
elementsrelated to themosqueare six archesand
three hujras which are on the right sde. Two
|atticesare naticed intheinterior. Thesymmetrical
vaults and arches in the hall and semi-spherica
vaults and smdl towers are some architectura
gpecimens which look impressive. The presence
of alarge pond near the Dewan Bazaar mosgue
makesit anatura charm.
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Juma Magid at Balu Bazaar

It is a monument of eminence may be
regarded as the Magnum opus of Muslim
monumentsin Orissa,? bearsdl the characterigtic
feature of acongregated prayer hall. It hasavast
hal with beautiful workmanship crowning towards
with sairsleading to thetops. On the congtruction
of this mosque, the dated inscription on it states
“At divine commeand Mohiuddin built thismosque
in 1102 A.H. (1690-91 A.D.)”. Another
inscription informs that “ during the reign of Shah
Alamgir therewasaNazim of this country whose
name was Ekram Khan, who was worthy of
getting thetitle of Khan-i-Khana'. Further states
the inscription “light of the eyesight of the ladies
of the Harem, Shahazada Begam, who was as
pious, righteous and God fearing as Mary. She
built this mosgue for the prayer of God. This
mosgueisas pureand sacred asthe Divine house
(Kabaa)” .24

An English traveller Leckie, who wasin
Orissain 1790 A.D. identified ShahazadaBegam
with Zaibun Nisha, the gifted daughter of emperor
Aurangzeb. But, there is no sufficient evidence
available to corroborate it. It is possible that
Shahazada Begam was the wife of Ekram Khan,
as her name comes after him in the inscription.
Had she been the daughter of Aurangzeb, her
namewould have occurred inthetablet containing
the orders of the emperor. Whereas B.C. Ray
states categoricaly that “During the reign of
Aurangzeb, Zaibun Nisha, the ShahazadaBegam,
daughter of the Aurangzeb laid the foundetion of
this great mosgue for prayer to Almighty and the
construction was completed by Nawab Ekram
Khan in 1102 A.H. or in the year 1689 A.D.”.
Hence, it can be presumed that this mosque was
built by Ekram Khan at the orders of emperor
Aurangzeb.

Thisisthe biggest mosguein Cuttack. It
has been raised to an devation of 15 feet from
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the ground. It has a deep tunne undernesath,
through which one can move from the main road
Sdetothe oppostesde. From themain road the
elevation of the mosque as well as the courtyard
(150'x75') presents a commanding ste. It had
originaly oneentrance on the Eagt, which hasbeen
closed now. A new entrance has been built by
Mohammed Husain, aresdent of Cuttack Town
built this verandah in the year 1214 Hijra (1799
A.D.),?> with the Azangah over it. It has three
domes of which the Centrd isthelargest than the
other, on dther sde of it. The two Sde-domes
are of the same Sze, thus maintaining symmetry
which is one of the digtinct feature of Mughd
architecture. It haseight minarets; largest two are
of 75 feet high from the ground. There are
elghteen arches and two latticed windows in the
interior.2¢ On the right side of the mosque there
are somehujras, which areused by theMadrassa
of Cuttack to impart Idamic teaching to the
children. This Juma Maszid of Bau Bazaar is
congructed perhapsin the style of Turkish modd-
having aglanceat it would be struck by itsartidtic
s«ill.

Mohammadia Bazaar M osque

The inscription of the Mohammadia
Bazaar mosque reved sthat the mosque was built
in the year 1125 Hijra (1713-14 A.D.) by one
Mohammed Ali. Thismosgueis Stuated near the
Darpani House in Cuttack.?” The designation of
Mohammed Ali is not given. One thing can be
sadthat, Mohammed Ali might be Alivardi Khan
Mohabat Jung, who according to Ghulam Husain
Khan, migrated to Orissawith hisfather after the
death of AzamKhanin1707 A.D. AsShujauddin
Khan, thethen Subahdar wasaso agreat builder
of Maszid, Alivardi Khanto please hismaster built
thissmdl mosque2® Thismosgueisadorned with
three dome, two of them on either Sde looking
gamdler than thelarger oneinthecentre. Thefront
faced has been adorned with design of Mehrabs
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gmall and big. Thereareno minaretsonit. Having
three arches and a door leading to the interior,
the mosgue is smple and no ornament exists on
it. Itssmplicity isits grandeur.

Fateh Khan Mosque

In architecture and design, Fateh Khan
mosgue and the Mohammadia Bazaar mosque
are distinct from other mosques in Orissa made
by theMudimrulersand adminigtrators. No dated
inscription has come to light by which we can
certify the date of its congtruction. However, one
tablet of gone in Arabic language is yet to be
deciphered which wasfound near the Fateh Khan
mosgue. It isbdieved that some Governor of the
fort Barabati had built this mosgue for the
convenience of prayer for the army, which were
garrisoned in those date in the fort. Probably it
was built by Fateh Khan as a tombstone in the
courtyard of Qadam Rasool which says “Fateh
Khanthe leeder of thearmy expired in the month
of Rgjab 1128 Hijra(1768-69 A.D.)” Fromthis
we can assign that thismosque wasbuilt by Fateh
Khan. So the mosgue is known as Fateh Khan
mosque. In boldness of conception and in art of
execution it certainly stands no comparison with
Jumamosque and Dewan Bazaar mosgue. It has
an open yard to accommodate alarge number of
devotees. A letter preserved in Orissa State
Archives dated 1812 from the Collector of
Cuttack to the Secretary in the Fort William
dates, that this was used as a powder magazine
of English troops stationed at Cuttack.?

Qadam Rasool of Cuttack

Qadam Rasoal (foot-print of the holy
Prophet Mohammed PUH) the most important
Mugha monument in OrissaisStuated at Cuittack.
OneHgji Syed Alimullah, Presdent of Daccaand
avery close reative of Syed Hashim of Mashar
of Persgan brought the holy rdic from Ngab in
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Arabiawith the sgnature of the Sherif of Mecca
It was first kept under a Khirin tree in
Kukurigpadavillagein Sungra Pargana.of Cuttack
digrict in order to testify the genuineness of the
relic. The place was named as Rasulpur for
enshrining the holy relic. Because of the presence
of the holy rdic in the Sungara Pargana many
diseases and alments became hedled from that
were the news reached the Shujauddin
Mohammed Khan the then Deputy Nazim of
Orissa. In the latter part of the reign emperor
Aurangzeb desired to pay homage to the sacred
relic but this was not possible due to the bad
communication between Rasulpur to Sungra.
Hence, Diwan Mohammed Ali, Officer in Charge
of the Shrine of Sungraremovesthe holy relic of
the Prophet to Cuttack in accordance with the
direction of Shujauddin Mohammed Khan.

The Deputy Nazim of Orissa Nawab
Shujauddin Mohammed Khan wasforced to the
above order because of certain specified reason,
(i) As Shujauddin was a great patroniser of
exquisite monuments in Orissa he made up his
mind to built a beautiful shrine to maintain the
sacredness of the holy relic of the Prophet
Mohammed. (ii) The second reason may bethat,
as Cuttack was the suitable place of greater
importance wherealarge number of devoteescan
be accomanded to pay homage to the holy rdlic.
In accordance with the order of the Deputy
Nazim, the holy relic was shifted to Rasulpur at
Cuttack and at Jabraghat on the bank of theriver
Mahanadi in the year 1099 Amli in a straw-
thatched housethe haly relicwasingdled. Munshi
Hashmand Khan was appointed as the
Superintendent to look &fter the shrine. Still this
locdity of Cuttack has been caled as Hashmant
Shahi.®° It is stated that, on hearing that some
unknown roguish menthrew therdicinto theriver,
The Nawab engaged a number of fishermen to
search out therelic and after finding herestored it
in the present shape.

54

The Qadam Rasool Shrine has a
boundary of haf a square mile. On each corner
of the boundary wal thereis a smdl minaret. A
well-lad garden ingde it, but, snce it has been
converted to aMudim burid ground, the garden
hasbeen logt to decay. Themainentranceiscadled
as Naubat Khana (Music Gallery). It comprises
doubled storied the upper story was used to beat
drums a the sunrise and sunset during the month
of Ramadhan, for observation of Fast and during
other specific reason and times the drum was
beaten. To the right sde of the Naubat Khana,
thereis one smal mosgue caled Moti Maszid. It
was built on an eevated plinth and seems to be
contemporary of the Naubat Khana. The Moti
Maszid is a single flat dome resting on three
arches3! After the Naubat Khana another
entrance is there where six hujras on both sdes
with dome on them used as a resting shed. The
entrance hastwo sonepillarsinserted inthewalls
on both sdes. On the right sde of the entrance
there is one more mosque similar in architecture
to Moti Maszid mentioned above was built in
1130 Hijraerai.e., 1717 A.D. by Nawab
Shujauddin Mohammed Khan who equaly built
the main impressive building of Qadam Rasoal.
The mosque has nine smdl minarets having abig
one on the centre bearing the emblem of Idam
I.e. the crescent and agtar. It has beautiful arches
andfinemehrabsrecently one Azangahwasadded
to its beauty and utility.

No shrine of Orissa has such ahuge and
impressive building as the Qadam Rasool is
having. Qadam Rasool shrine is an octagona
building standing on an octagond plinth, has only
one dome, over which asmdl golden dome has
been placed. Theinterior roof hasbeen exquisitey
painted with flowersand plantsof many varieties.
The non-existence of the human forms in the
paintings indicate the painter’s awareness in the
Idamic prohibition of human forms of paintings.
It hasamarble floor in black and white squares.
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In the centre the Qadam of Rasoal, (foot print of
the holy Prophet Mohammed PUH) has been
placed in ameta basin, on apillar, encircled by
water (very often drink by the devotees), kept in
an octagond reservoir. The pinnacle of the dome
has been adorned asif likethose of Skharatemple
with Kdasaand Amdaka. At thefirgt glancethis
gructure looks like a structure built on atemple
style of architecture. The most important
characterigtic in the congtruction of the wals and
buildingsis that the dome as well as the building
hasbeen built in Oriyastyleby Oriyamasonsand
architects. So far as the architectural design of
the building is concerned, it was one of the
beautiful pieces of Mughd architecture and style
inOrissa Hence, itisoneof theexamplesof fuson
of Hindu-Mudim architecturein Orissa. Inddethe
Qadam Rasoal, abig graveyardisthereinwhich
Mohammed Tagi Khan, the Deputy Nazim of
Orissa, Fateh Khan and Azam Khan and many
more notable personditieshave been buried. Itis
aso gated that, a renowned saint Shahid Pani
tomb is dso found there.®

In the Qadam Rasool there are severd
inscriptions some are inscribed on the main
building and others are on the tomb stone within
the compound. Theseinscriptionsunfold the past
architecturd higtory of Orissa. This is bascdly
Perdan inscription not seen now infull. Trandation
of these inscriptions in English can be made in
brief in the following lines

The inscription on the main gete of the
Naubat Khana (Music Gdlery) of the Qadam
Rasoal recordsthat, “During thereign of Alamgir
Il, this Naubat Khana was built by Nawab
Madehuddin Muhammed under the supervison
of hisson Didar Ali intheyear 1169 Hijra” i.e,
1755-56 A.D. Ancther inscription inscribed on
the pillar supporting Qadam Rasool mentionsthat
“Shujauddin Mohammed Khan built this dome
of Qadam Rasool in 1127Hijra(1714-15AD.)".
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In the mosgue inscription it was mentioned thet
“Qadam Rasool mosquewasbuilt by, Shujauddin
Mohammed Khan in 1130 Hijrai.e., 1717-18
A.D”. Another inscription on the wall of the
reservoir reveals that, “the reservoir was
congtructed by Shujauddin during the reign of
Alamgir Il (emperor Farukh Shiyar) in 1121
Hijra (1714-15 AD.)". Aninscription found on
the tomb stone of Fateh Khan within the
compound of Qadam Rasool States that, “ Fateh
Khan, theleader of the Army, expired inthemonth
of Rgjab 1182 Hijra(1768-69 A.D.)". Thetomb
stone of saint Shahid Pani Shah within the
compound have inscription which reveds that,
“this wise generous man and Hafiz of Quran
expired in 1193 Hijrai.e, 1779-80 A.D.”. The
inscription on thetomb of Mohammed Tagi Khan,
a son (from the concubine) of Shujauddin
Mohammed Khan states that, “a man of
generogty”.®® To the generosty of Tagi Khan,
Md. Anwarul Hag* pointed out thet, “awell had
beenduginA.D. 1609 by Mohammed Taqgi Khan
at Vidyadharpur (Near Cuttack town) ontheside
of old Jagannath Road for those of the pilgrims,
who were coming in large number to Puri during
the Rath Y atra (Car festivd)”.

I may findit sufficeto condude the beauty
of Qadam Rasool inthefollowing wordsof Altaf
Hussain, “Today the Qadam-Rasool is a dhrine
dear to the Hindus and the Mudims dike. It has
become a symbol of the impact of Idam on
Hinduismand ViceVersa Itisacommon sght to
see the Hindus and the Muslims making a
pilgrimageto it. Higoricdly, the Qadam-Rasool
IS a monument of art and beauty; mordly itisa
solace to desperate and wounded hearts’ .35

Sardar Khan Bazaar Mosque

There are two inscriptions, the first
inscription dates that the mosgue was built by
Sardar Khan in the year 1167 Hijra (1753-54
A.D.). The second inscription describesthat, the
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dome of themosquewas built by Seth Haji Qadir
Khan, Son of Jan Mohammed in the year 1324
Hijrai.e, 1914. Itisbelieved that, Sardar Khan,
traditionally a horse and diamond trader who
SHtled here after an accident, built this Maszid
for his family to offer Namaz at this mosque.
Thomas Mottl who visted Orissain 1766 A.D.
also referred this Maszid as Sardar Khan
Maszid.*” ThisMaszid has three domes and four
hujra attached to it. Themosgueison an devated
plinth. There is dso one pond with stone steps
available to enter into the historic mosque.

Shah Mansur Mosgue and Tomb

A sant of eminence Sheh Mansur,*8 by
hisphilanthropic deedshe could attract the Hindus
and the Mudimsadike. Now aday’sit isacentre
of unity between Hindu-Mudim. Hundred of
devotees pay vist to this shrine dally. Presence
of this mosgue and tomb can be located inside
the compound of former Rg Bhawan Cuttack,
now Children’s Hospitd thereisasmal mosque
and shrineunder abig Pipd tree® It wasbuilt by
Hazrat Mansur in the year 1800 A.D. as found
mentionin the dated inscription. Itisbelieved that
the saint wasthe builder of thismaosque and shrine
to save him from rain and sun and after his desth
the saint was buried beside the smal mosque.

Oriya Bazaar Mosque

There are two inscriptions found in the
Oriya Bazaar mosque. The first inscription
records that the foundation of the mosgue was
laid by Raushan Mohammed and was compl eted
by Mohammed Hashim and Mukkarram Au in
the Hijra era 1223. The second inscription
inscribed in the reservoir reveds that the water
reservoir was constructed by Syed Mukkarram
Ali in the Hijra era 1328.4° This Maszid is
architecturdly Semblance with Dewan Bazaar
Maszid and Juma Maszid of Cuttack.
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L egend of Sayyed Ali Bukhari of Cuttack

Theother sgnificant Mudim architecturd
monuments in Jgpur town are the shrine of
Sayyed Ali Bukhari, a great revered saint of
Centra Asawho came with the Afghan army of
Kalapahar. A spiritual person always
accompanied thearmy for variousreasonsduring
those days. Reasons like, (a) He was to inspire
the soldiers a the time of war. (b) He was to
perform the duties of Imam. (c) He may convert
the nativeswho wereinterested to embrace Idam.
A legendary story goes as such that, after the
battle of Gohiritikri Sayyed Ali Bukhari
accompanied Kaapahar to Cuttack, but when
the fort of Barabati as about to be occupied the
saint head was severed by the enemy. His
headless trunk however gave spur to his horse
which carried him straight to Jgjpur. He was
buried therewhere histomb standstill today. The
horse was buried in aseparate grave beside him.
It is said that a tomb built on the foot of the
Barabati fort where his head was interred in
Cuttack.** The tomb stone inscription states that
“this Asthana of Saha Bukhari who was killed
aong with his companion Diler Khan in the year
1170 Amli (1764 A.D.) was built by Wdi Baig
Khan, amerchant”. 42

During the Urs (anniversary or festival)
ceremony of the saint every year thousands of
peoplethrong a Jg pur to pay tribute to the saint
a his grine. Recitd of qawwali, offering of
Chaddar and related ritud were performed in
the Dargah by the devotees. The dhrine of the
saint brought the Hindus and the Mudims closer
by which a cultura synthesis emerged between
Hindu-Mudim in Orissa

Findly, it can be sum of that, Idamic
monumentsin Cuttack may not be of exceptiona
cdiber or may not sand in comparison with many
of its contemporary in India Y et the monument
congtructed by the Mudim rulers, Subedars and
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adminigratorsis congdered to be the exceptiond
oneinarchitecturaly whichindicatesther interest
in its beauty and grandeur. The Islamic
architecture thus, bores the culturd synthesisin
Orisa
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