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Pioneer of Law Madhubabu and Its Legacy inthe
Domain of Odisha

“Though thetruth isopen to all, many do not
feel any urge to seek. Of those who have the
urge, many suffer from doubt and vacillation.
Even if they do not have doubts, many are
scared away by difficulties. Only a few rare
soulssucceed in braving the perilsand reaching
the goal” .

BHAGAVAD GITA.

Socid change isthe immutable redlity of
history, spesks of no laws, no directions and no
continuity. On the theoretica

Dr. Krushna Chandra Dalai

Each social system has its own
peculiarities and its own requirements. Hence, no
unilinear theory can be scientificaly appliedto dl
Stuations. Much of Odisha's socid peculiarities
have been generated by complex historical
realities, dating back to the ancient past.
Moreover the eminent personalities like
Madhubabu the legend of Odisha better known
to dl as Madhubabu is Odisha and Odisha is
Madhubabu. It is quite pertinent to discuss here
some background of the legd luminary for his

plane, mgor andyticad modds
pertaining to socid change lays
dress on explaining the change
rather than engineering it. The
urgency of engineering socia
change in India is evident from
the fact that mainstream socia
system is subversive to the
interests of the masses. Socid
change is, as a theoretical
concept, aneutra notion, It, by
itself, speaks of no laws, no
directions and no continuity. It
may be regressive and
progressive. it may smply bea
processor amovement intheform of acontinuous
determinate change.
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eminent personality not only
indde Odishabut dsoinindia

Madhu Sudan was born
on 28" April in the year 1848
inthevillage Satyabhamapur in
theDidrict of Cuttack. Hewas
the son of an affluent peasant
of the area named Raghunath
Das. Since childhood
Madhusudan had a keen
interest for higher educationin
his village. He came down to
Cuttack and passed the
entrance, now called
Matriculation examination from

the Ravenshaw Collegiate Schoal, in the year

1864. When Madhubabu was reading in
Ravenshaw Collegiate a Cuttack there were a
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few Odia students and mostly it was a school of
Bengali boys. Seeing Madhubabu wearing
Mufass| dress they were tittering him. Thinking
of past higtory of Odisha which was extended
from the Gangato Godavari by the vaour of the
brave Odia soldiers Madhubabu had cherished
in hismind 9ncethen thet hewould in hislifetime
unify the Odisha State which had been truncated
by Britishers to severd parts and each part had
been amagamated to ether of the neighbouring
provinces Bengdi, Bihar Madhya Pradesh and
Madras. Britishers had been able to conquer
Odishaonly by dubiousmethodsafter conquering
al other partsof Indiawith aview not to give any
chance to that chivarous Odia Nation to rise
againgt. They brokeitsback bone by splitting the
State into severa parts and merging those to
different provinces.

After passing Matriculation Madhubabu
wanted to get higher studies at Calcutta as
Britishers had not established any College in
Odishawith aview to keep the Odiasin dark for
ever. But father of Madhubabu had no capacity
to spend money to send Madhubabu to Cacutta
for higher sudies. So with a daring mind so to
say in empty hand he went to Calcutta and by
dint of srong desire and undaunted will he could
manage to read there and became first B.A. first
M.A.firg B.L intheyear 1878, who wasthefirgt
Advocate of Odisha By dint of hisintelligence,
bravery and strong determination Madhubabu
could have earned alot as alawyer at Calcutta.
But his heart was dways crying for his neglected
and suffering of birth place dominion.. So a last
he cameto Cuttack in 1881 to havelegd practice
as a lawyer. Bengdi and Madras lawyers had
made monopoly of thelega professonin Odisha.
Madhubabu was not alowed to enter into Bar
Association common room. However in course
of time he proved his merit and became the
leading lawyer. Very soon he earned reputation
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inthefield of legd professon for his exceptiona
intelligence and keen foresightedness. He
contested and won a number of famous and
complicated cases. Even if European judges of
the High Court held his in high esteem and
popularly caled him as Madhu Barriger.

Madhubabu had the rare digtinction of
becoming First Odia in a number of fidds and
some narration are given below which would
definitdy surprise the readers.

First Odia Graduate

First OdiaM.A

First Odia Law Graduate
First OdiaAdvocate

First Odiato vist Europe.

o o0~ 0D

First Odia to become a member of
Provincia and vice rega Legidative
Council.

Firg OdiaMiniger.

Firs OdiaMinister to resgn for not taking
sdary meant for Minigers.

By that time he cameto Cuttack in 1881
Ravenshaw College had been started and Law
Class had been opened there. But dueto want of
good teacher no student wasableto passthe B.L
Examination. So the law class was going to be
closed. Hearing this Madhubabu went there as
an honorary teacher with a view to creste law
graduates and Advocates so that monopoly of
outsiders would be quashed. He made students
pass and the law class continued. But when he
became Vice Chairman of local Board he could
not afford to give time for law class and it was
closed. But subsequently by his unturned steady
sriving he could get the Law College established
a Cuttack which is now named as Madhubabu
Law College. By thishe could succeed in hisidea
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of creating sufficient number of OdiaLawyersand
as aresult today many Law Colleges had come
up and Odia Lawyers are found in dl parts of
Odisha and their bar council stands mgestically
in Cuttack. Legd professonasare under amora
obligation towards such sections of the society
who are unable to protect their lawful interests.
Madhubabu had brought Railway to Odishaand
High Court Bench to Odisha for getting relief by
Odias a door step and the Lawyers regped the
benefit.

When all political hierarchies were
deliberately trying to erase the memory of
Madhubabu from public mind with aview to beat
their drums. | hope, in grieved heart, that Odisha
Bar Council and All OdishaLawyersAssociation
should gtrive hard to makethe resdentiad building
of Madhubabu asaNationa Memoria and name
the road in front of his resdence after his name
and moreover makethe Law College established
at Cuttack named in the name of Utka Gourav
Madhusudan Das.

Bregking of Monopoly of outsdersinlegd
practiceisone aspect of life of Madhubabu. Legd
professionds congtitute an enlightened section of
the society who widlds knowledge of law as a
very potent weagpon. But he is great in Odisha
and dso in India for so many other benevolent
works.

A lawyer is not merely a craftsman, or
even an atis. He hasaspecid rolein our society.
He is a professional especialy ordained to
perform a the crigstime of thelife of other people
and dmog daily, to make mord judgements of
great sengtivity. Heisanimportant hand at wheds
of our economy and of course as the custodian
of theflaming world of individud and professiond
liberty, aswell as of the public order.

In hisview Law isnot only insrument to
usher in socid change. Education,consensus by
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negotiation and convincing, voluntary action,
public opinion, principles of mordity that herad
social transformation in the system. Shortly
Madhubabu got himself established in practice.
Thereafter he wanted to give shapeto hisdesired
dream that he would raise the financia condition
of downtrodden Odias infusing a new life into
them. So he constructed a workshop in his
resdentid Ste for fine Art filigree workers and
sumptuously gave money to purchase gold and
glver and producesfine ornamenta materids. He
paid them daily wages before those were sold.
The products were highly appreciated and
welcomed. He had made exhibition of those
aticles in London when he had gone there for
purpose of taking steps for making Odisha
province and had wondered the people there
about the dexterity of thearticles. He spent money
to purchase Charakaand distributed those fredly
to peopleto spinthread and fredly donated looms
to make cloth and become sdf sufficient. Like
this he started many Cottage Indudtries for the
people. He was the first man to start Swadeshi
Industry and it was Utkd Tannery which gave
employment to the depressed and downtrodden
Mochies (cobblers) and many others. The
purpose was also to arrest the economical
exploitation of our country by theforeign colonid
Government. Mogt of the Odisha people were
dependent on agriculture. So for thefirst time, he
made a democratically elected body of the
cultivators namely Praia Prarisad and made
different demands againg the tyrannica torture
and financdid exploitation of Bengdi Zamindars
and cdlamed many rdiefs for the cultivators who
were the backbone of the society.

He had established “Utka Sabha’ in
1882 for palitica riseof the Odiagpesking people.
He was elected member from Odisha to the
Bengd Bihar Odisha State Council. He was the
first Odia to become a Minister. When
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Madhubabu was Minister he had prepared local
sf government Act (Municipdity Act). Sr Henry
Wheder of England had said “The Sit Mr. Das
had passed had powers in loca bodies to far
greater extent then than in England”. This shows
Madhubabu was a great Jurist, legidator and
democrat. Hewasthefirst Odiawho had resgned
from Minigtry towork for the peoplefredy without
taking any sdary, and perhapsheremainsthefirs
person like thisin Indiatill now. He was the first
man in Odisha who had been elected to the
Viceroy Council in Dehi. Hewasthefird manin
Odisha to get the highest honorary title of CIE
from British Government dong with Gokhlein dl
India basis.

The connotation of the word ‘Nation' is
congeriesof peopleof common descent, language
and hitory inhabitating in aterritory bounded by
defined limits. *Odid is an old historic language
of awarrior race of Odias which had conquered
and carved out a great empire from Ganga to
Godavari and even, in the First Century B.C
Kharavel the Great Emperor of Kalinga had
amost conquered whole of India.

Madhubabu started working for his
cherished idea since his childhood of reviving
Odisha State unifying al spotted parts of it. He
was the first member of All India National
Congress along with Gourishankar Roy from
Odisha. There he raised the question of making
the Odishaprovince on linguistic bassunifying dl
its shattered parts bringing from the neighbouring
provinces. But the mgority of al India level
Congress Leaders was from Bengal, Bihar,
Madras and Centra province who did not agree
with the sinister view of not losing the Odia
gpeaking areas from their provinces. Of course
later when Gandhijee was convinced about the
need of formation of linguistic States after
interaction with Madhubabu, the Congress had
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pasad aresolution in favour of cresting linguigtic
provinces. But they did not take any initiative to
put into action this approved resolution.

Madhubabu organized a separate
organization namey Utka Union Conferencei.e.
Utka Sammilanee for the purpose of cregting a
separate Odisha province unifying all Odia
gpesking tracts. Theaimsand objectivesof Utkal
Sammilanee or Utkal Conference was not only
to fight for formation of a separate State of
Odisha, but adso to give politica training to
budding potentia leaderslike Gopabandhu Das,
Nilakantha Das, Brgjasundar Das, Laxminarayan
Sahu and others. For the purpose of creating
Odisha State he had even gone twice to London
at his own cost and had been able to influence
the M.Ps there about his cause and had even
addressed the British Parliament for that purpose.
He was the third person by that time to get the
prestige and credit of addressing the British
Parliament.

Though Congress leaders of Odisha at
the instance of those big leaders of other
provinces, unfortunately had gone against and
fought with Madhubabu tooth and mail to deter
him from growing success in his misson for
achieving a separate province for Odia speaking
people, ultimately Madhubabu was able to get
Odisha province created dthough in incomplete
form. After that thoseleaderswho wereopposing
Madhubabu enjoyed the benefit of becoming
Chief Minister and Minigter of Odisha and later
asMiniger of Indiaadso. It isadisgracethat those
people enjoying the fruits of toil of Madhubabu
hed tried and dso trying now their utmaost to dump
hismemory intheabyssof oblivion. The Congress
which had opposed Madhubabu for creation of
alinguistic Statefollowed that principle later after
independence and now India comprises of so
many linguidic States.
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Madhubabu was the fird man in India
who started Charakha movement and got
prepared country made cloth much before
Gandhiji’s movement for Charakha and Khadi.
Madhubabu was the first man in India who had
dtarted cottage indudtries like filigree work, horn
works and other traditiona village and cottage
indugtriesin India

He was firg in India to start Swadeshi
Indugtry like ‘Utka Tannery’ which had spread
its name and fame dlover the world to its credit
particularly during the Firg World War. He was
thefirst manin Indiawho had sarted the agitation
for the right of people for processng sat from
seawater and demanded to exempt Tax from it
much before Gandhijee sarted hissalt movemen.
Hewasthefirst man who had started cooperative
societiesin Odishaand in India. He was the first
man who had fought for the right of ladies to
practise aslawyer in Court and had got suchright
enacted, in form of a legidation for which now
we have got ladies as judges even in Supreme
Court. He was the first man who had opposed
the caste system and started untouchability
movement which later inspired Gandhijee to
follow it up. He was the first man who hed tried
to introduce agriculture and Handicraft in the
School Educetion before Gandhijee thought of
Basic Education. Hewasthefirs manin Indiato
use mothertongue Odia in nothing minutes and
proceedings of Utka -Sammilanee and had tried
to introduce Odiaas officia and Court language.
He had created Odisha Deputy Collector Cadre
and ‘Odisha Police Cadre’ and Judicia Cadre
with a view to have Odia Officers to run the
adminigration when Odisha province would be
formed as a separate Provincid Unit.

Madhubabu had hel ped people of Odisha
in dmog dl fidds. His help to flood hit and
drought hit people or Odishawas unique. He had
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attempted to preserve and keep alive the
origindity of meodious Odiss music organizing
weekly Music symposum at his resdence. He
had formed Odisha Sports Association to keep
aive the local sports and had dso created all
possble facilities for foreign games like Tennis,
Billard etc in his residence. He had tried to
preserve old heritage of Odisha and had
influenced Viceroy Lord Curzon to preserve the
dilapidated Sun Temple at Konark and for that
only the sculptural marvels of Konark Templehas
now placed Odisha eminently in the world Map
of Tourism. He preserved the right of Ggjapati
King (Maharga) of Utkd aong with the sanctity
of Jagannath Temple from treacherous attempt
of Britishers to spoil these traditiona ingtitutions
of ‘Odia nation by grabbing the control of the
both.

Madhubabu had made so many good and
benevolent worksfor Odishaand saved the Odia
people in SO many ways that there would be no
end to it if narrated one by one. When Pandit
Gopabandhu Das returned from Hazaribag Jal,
ahearty fdicitation was given to him by people of
Odishain a great well atended public meeting.
Bengd people called their provincid leaders as
Desabandhu Desapremi etc. But in that public
meseting Acharya Prafulla Ch. Roy, a leader of
Bengd, was present thereto give standing tributes
to Gopabandhu Das and adorned Pandit
Gopabandhu Das in the public meeting as
‘Utkdmani’ and not as “Bharamani”. So in the
same analogy Madhubabu is* Utka Gourav’ not
‘DesaGourav’ or ‘Bharat Gourav’ since he was
an Odia

Already it is discussed the achievements
but heisnotable in every respect, Madhubabu is
the first man in gponsoring SO many pionesring
works and activities in India which stand for his
greatness and acumen. Besides dl these | now
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point out one or two factswhich would show that
Madhubabu was a persondity of dl Indiagtature
and not confined to Utkal or Odisha. In the last
part of 19th Century and first part of 20th century
many educated luminaries in India had been
converted to Chrigtianity by missonaries, besdes
Anglo Indians. Madhubabu had been elected
consecutively twice as the Presdent in All India
Chrigian Association. That goes to show his dll

India gatus as a leader and eminent persondity.

Pandit Nehru had said Madhubabu was a grest
luminary not only of Odishabut dso of India He
had further stated that many times Madhubabu
was offered Presidentship of Indian National
Congress, but he did not show any interest for
such an elevated dignified pogt. It is evident that
he had not become President of National
Congress apprehending that his much cherished
Odisha State could not be formed as he had to
be abided by the resolution that passed by
majority of Congress men not to proceed for a
linguigtic province of Odisha. Had he becomethe
Congress presdent most probably the Odisha
State could not have come into existence. But
had he become President Odisha Congress men
would have been humming his name every now
and then and even his photo would have been
adorning in the Centra Hal of Parliament.

It isindeed quite evident to mention here
one instance about the great magica persondity
of Madhubabu. Once difference of opinion
cropped up between Gandhijee and Chittaranjan
Das a Bengdi Leader, to such an extent that
Chittaranjan babu had to shun the Congress
Organization, as a result of which Congress
suffered alot. Big congress|eaders could not find
out way to mitigate the difference. Ultimately
Rabindranath Tagore thought of Madhusudan
Das, whom Chittaranjan Das was respecting as
his*Gurd’ and Gandhijee was dso vociferousin
praising Madhubabu in his *Young India'.
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Persondlity like Tagore requested M adhubabu to
usehisgood officein mitigating misunderstandings
between Gandhijee and Chittaranjan Babu.
Madhubabu obliged and became successful in
mitigating the differences between Gandhiji and
Chittaranjan Babu.

M adhubabu had amost respectful ascetic
character and was having a body charged with
occult power, coming in touch of which the pain
and suffering of people were dleviated. Rarely,
such peoplein politicd areaof Indiaare found. |
refran mysalf from deding with that aspect of
Madhubabu because of want of space.

Madhubabu had sarted dl theworksfirst
by spending money from his own pocket before
Gandhijee started to advise people to do those
worksformthe platform of Congressorganization.
Therefore * Gandhijee had said that Madhubabu
was a pathfinder for him like Tolstoy. For the
works and achievements of Gandhijee he has
been cdled as* Father of theNation'. If Gandhijee
had said that M adhubabu was his pathfinder, then
at least it can be said that Madhubabu is not only
Utka Gourav, but aso Bharat Gourav, for al
these unique quditiesand towering persondity he
has rightly caled as utka Gourav”or pride of
Odisha. The great soul breathed his last on 4"
February 1934.The great hero brought up and
with bravery fight for hismotherland tried hislegd
best to contribute that the common people can
stand, speak, and fed proud privilegethat weare
Odias.

Conclusion

Maximum freedom fightersare belonging
to onecommunity that isadvocacy andthereligion
islaw, their caste, colour, creed and thought has
no differencea dl in regponseto achievethenoble
purpose. Persons belonging to lega professon
are concededly the dite of the society. They have
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aways been in the vanguard of progress and
development of not only law but aso the polity
as awhole. Common citizen look at them with
high hope and expectationsfor traversang onethe
new paths and virgin fields to be marched on by
the society. This professona activism and the
pioneer of law has undoubtedly performed it duties
and obligations have never hesitated to shoulder
its responghilitiesin larger interests of mankind.

The basic quality is that a legal
professondly person must demonstrate include
not only hisknowledge of law but dso andyticd
and intellectual ability coupled with a total
commitment towards the obligations of the
profession vis-avis the society. So the legal
experts like Madhubabu are expected to be
driven by compassion and humanitarian approach
in collaboration with the State policy for the
greater interest of the society. Professonisnoble
inevery respect but founded with greet traditions.
It is neither atrade or commerce nor a quest for
pelf. Itisgpart of thelarger schemeof thewelfare
state that we have spoused, where the larger
public good takes precedence over al narrow
persona or parochid interests. Legd fraternity,
which includes members of the bar and bench,
academicians involved in teaching and research
of law, legidative draftsman, those advisng the
business activities or working as law officers,
whether in Government or private sector, is
answerabletothesocid conscienceof thesociety.
Itiscrysd dear thet legd pioneershaveaglorious
past. It is important to remember the great
visonariesinthe professonwho enriched thefield
of law with their acumen and erudition. Their
contribution hasto be kept in mind the dignity of
State is above the law. So to say fed ingpired
and motivated and do utmost welfare work with
in ethics to achieve the god with the exigting
sysem.
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