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Political Movements of Bhagirathi Pattnaik
In the Context of Gandhian |deology

The higtory of freedom movement in Odisha is
the expression of forcesthat congtitutesan integral
part of dl India struggle. The soil of Sambdpur
has produced so many heroeswho were scarified
themsdlvesinthesarviceof themotherland againg
thetyrannicd ruleof the British Government during
the freedom movement in Sambal pur. Samba pur
forms the streams of militant nationalism in the
Indian war of Independence where the name of
Bhagirathi Paitnaik iswritten in golden |etters.

Bhagirathi Pattnaik as the follower of
Gandhi has worked in the Non-cooperation
movement with the congress members, continued
for Peasant congregation during Civil-
disobedience movement and revolted actively in
the Quit India movement.

Early Life:

Bhagirathi Pattnaik was born on 9"
November, 1884. His father was Jadunath
Pattnaik who was an amin during the Sambal pur
land settlement and mother was Kumari Bani. He
spent his early childhood in the peaceful
atmosphere of Barpai and took admission at the
ZillaSchool, Samba pur for higher education. He
left school when he was in 9" class due to the
accidental deeth of hisfather in 1903 & Attairat

Bhagirathi Pettnaik joined as an Odia
Teacher at Smagaon Dhanwantiri near Raipur in
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1904. At that time Samba pur District was under
MadhyaPradesh. But he suddenly resigned from
the post. Next Bhagirathi Pattnaik joined the Patna
King Prithvirg Sing Deo asaNazir and promoted
to the position of Muns and lastly to the persond
secretary of the King. He spent nineyearsaslike
a deaf, dumb and blind man in the empire of
tyranny and suppression. When hestarted raising
voiceagaing the oppressiveking, hewasarrested
and sent to Jail at Bolangir on 9t February 1920.

The Non-Cooperation Movement and
Bhagirathi Pattnaik

Gaya Congress.

Bhagirathi Paitnaik being influenced with
the spirit of patriotism and nationalism voiced
agang the tyrannical and unjust rule of the king.
Thus he was sent to jail. After his release from
Bolangirjall on07.12.1920, he brought aCharkha
and started spinning Khadar. He trained his son
Prafullaand wife Jambubati in thisregard. At that
time Gandhiji had started his Non-cooperation
movement from 1t August 1920 and Sambal pur
took an active part in this movement. The
movement was spread out in Sambalpur district
under the leadership of Chandra Sekhar Behera.
Students left schoals, collegesto join the Strike.
It was on 20" June 1921 a grand meeting was
held at Sunaripada of Barpdi where Bhagirathi
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played a greet role in enralling the names of the
people in the movement. People were kin to
register their names as the members of the
Congress.2

But due to the Chauri Chaura incident
Gandhiji stopped the movement and took active
interest on weaving Khadi, removal of
untouchability.

Bhagirathi Pattnaik went to village to
village for preparing people for the Gaya
Congress. The preparatory mesting was held at
Bdibandha, Sambal pur from 23 October 1922
to 25" October 1922.

Bhagirathi Pattnaik was selected to the
Orissa provincial congress from Sambalpur.
Among others Nrusingha Guru, Kunjabehari
Meher and Ladabha Thoria, Mahavir Sing had
joined the Gaya Congress® They darted ther
journey from Jharsugudaon 21t December 1922.
The congress meeting was held from 26t
December 1922 to 31 December 1922. After
attending the conference they returned to home
with a new spirit of Gandhian ideology of
prevention of untouchability, spinning Charakha
and prevention of intoxication etc. Accordingly,
Khadi centers were opened in Bargarh, Barpali
and Attabira. Bhagirathi wasaccompaniedinthis
regard by Chintamani Pujari, Laxminarayan
Mishra, Achyutananda Purohit and others.

When Gandhiji was arrested on
11.1.1923 after Gaya Congress, Bhagirathi
Pettnaik dong with hisfriends observed ‘ Hartal’
in Sambd pur town on 18" January 1923.

Inspite of his poor economic family
condition Bhagirathi Pattnaik wanted to
participate in the Kakinada Congress held on
28.12.1923. Hejoined K akinada Congresswith
the Congress representative ticket No. 2447.4
Bhagirathi mest Muhammad Ali the president of
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the Kakinada Congress meeting and Motila
Nehru. While returning to Sambd pur Bhagirathi
came in close contact with the Berhampur
congress committee and reached to Puri tojoina
meeting with Ramdas Babaji and Nrusingha
Pattnaik. The meeting was intended to free
Gandhiji from Jail. He announced the message of
Kakinada Congress at Bhubaneswar, Khordha,
Kantilo, Baud, Sonepur, Kumbhari and Barpdi.

The 39" Sesson of the Indian Nationa
Congress was held at Belgoan on 1924.
Jawaharla Nehru issued specid delegates card
for Bhagirathi Pattnaik. Bhagirathi Pattnaik
digtributed the cyclostyled copies regarding the
negligence of the Pradesh Congress Committee.
Gopabandhu observing the Stuation rushed to
Bhagirathi and sad. “Bhagirathi Babu, | wasredly
indark, hencel will lapse the meatter et our family
dispute confined to our home, what isthe need of
making a public show of It.?" His affectionate
word melted hisheart. Hewithdrew theresolution
copies from Nehru and others.

Gandhiji visited Sambalpur on 23
December 1928. He was accompanied by
Kagturba Gandhi and Dev Das during his vist.
Bhagirathi organized ameeting in the memory of
Laa Lgpa Ra who was beaten by an English
Officer and ultimately died on November 1928.
Protesting againg the Britishers Bhagirathi Pattnaik
on that day gave a Khaddar dhoti and a coat to
his son Prafulla

Declaration of Purna Swaraj and Bhagirathi
Pattnaik (Salt Campaign)

In the Lahore session of 1929 “Purna
Swarg)” was passed and congress decided to
observe the Purna Swarg) Day on 26" Jan 1930
throughout India. Bhagirathi made all
arrangements to celebrate |ndependence Day at
Sambapur. Didrict Magidrate Bharat Chandra
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Nayak was present to observe the situation.
Bhagirathi read out the resolution paper passed
by the Congress.

Sambalpur played an important role
during the SdAlt Satyagraha movement of 1930.
Bhagirathi organized a public mesting & Bargarh
with Chaturbhujaand Premsankar to discussthe
matter. On 19th March, Laxminarayan,
Bhagirathi, Dayananda Chintamani, Sudhansu
Sekhar, Nrusingha Guru and Durga Guru were
charge sheeted and ordered to appear beforethe
court.

It was during the 24 phase of the
Satyagraha on 8" July, 1932 when Bhagirathi
Pettnaik dong with hisrevolutionary workerswere
arested. Gandhiji started individud Satyagraha
where he pleaded “All those who are able and
arewilling to offer individud Satyagrahaon their
own respong hbility without expectation of any help
from the Congress organizations are expected to
doso”.5

Bhagirahi Patnaik dong with his wife
Jambubati Pettnaik and son Prafulla Pattnaik
darted individua civil-disobedience movement.
It was on 229 September 1933, Bhagirathi
Pettnaik along with his family members were
arrested while picketing at Bargarh.

After released from jail they began to
serve the earth quake destitute. Prafullaworked
in the relief camps of Mungher, Saharse,
Panchgahhia and Bangoan. Bhagirathi Pettnaik
met Jawaharla Nehruwho cameto supervisethe
relief work. On 3¢ April 1934 they spent anight
with Mahatma Gandhi, Bhagbati Devi and
Jamundad Bgg in one camp.

Gandhi visted Orissain May 1934 for
anintensve study of the problem of untouchables
and the method of solution. He reached
Jharsugudaon 5" May 1934 at 5am. dong with
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Laxminarayan Sahu, Rg) Kumar Bose, Thakkar
Bana and some of his associates.® Gandhiji aso
vidgted the Harijan Bustee of Sambdpur on the
sameday. Bhagirathi discussed various problems
with Gandhiji and informed him about their
success in closing the wine shops at different
places.

Government of India Act was passed in
1935. The Congress decided to work within the
framework of this new Act because it accorded
new gtatus to the provinces. The act came into
force in 1937 and the Congress decided to take
part in the dection for legidative assemblies at
eleven provinces. Bhagirathi took active part in
the dection campaign.

Quit India Movement and Bhagirathi
Pattnaik

Bhagirathi Pattnaik took active partinthe
Quit India Movement. The higoric “Quit India’
resolution was passed on 14" July 1942. It
renewed thedemand thet British Rulein Indiamust
end immediately. Bhagirathi organized the people
at Sambalpur with his son Prafulla. Prafulla
Pettnaik also collected funds from Deoghur and
Dhunkafor the August Revolution. On 17 April
1943 Jambubati Pettnaik died due to heart fall
when Bhagirathi and Prefullawereinjal. Ayodhya
Prasad Mishra a famous congress leader lit up
the pyre.

It was on 10" February 1943, Gandhiji
undertook a long fast for 21 days agang the
atrocities and illega collection of money by the
government. A feding of high tendon spreed dll
over the didrict. Even illiterate labourers in the
interior villages knew the deteriorating condition
of Gandhiji’s health and expressed keen anxiety
regarding the effect of hisfagt.”

Bhagirathi Pattnaik presided over a
mesting & Dharmada, Sambapur. This mesting
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was organized againg the anti-people policies of
the interim government. He supported the
student’ smovement openly at Sambal pur on 24®
November 1945 as a protest againgt the firing
and lathi charge on the students in Cacutta and
he organized the sudents & Bargarh and Barpdli.
The Independence Day was observed on 26
Jan 1946 at some centres of the didtrict.®

But the Independence Day was
celebrated throughout India with greet joy and
enthusasm on 15" August 1947. Mr. Garnath
Gartia presided over the Independence
celebration meeting a Barpdi.

Conclusion

The contributions of Bhagirathi Pettnaik
and hisfamily inthefreedom sruggle are priceless
andimmeasurable. Hisrolewasnot only confined
to Sambalpur but aso in different parts of India
Bhagirathi Pattnalk as a follower of Gandhiji
actively worked from Non-cooperation
movement to the Independence of India
Bhagirathi’s contribution in the peasant
congregetions, individuas Setyagraha, revolution
againg the British Government and his stand
agang untouchability isremarkableand historical.
He ds0 raised his voice for equa opportunities
to al irrespective of his caste, creed etc. He
redlised that true democracy could not beachieved
without education. He emphasized upon the
village Panchayats to resolve the disputes of the
villagers. Bhagirathi as an ardent follower of
Gandhiji entered into the Jagannath temples at
Barpdi with the untouchebles. Bhagirathi took
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active part in the Voodan Movement in 1957. In
this movement they got a village “Panimord as
Gramdan. He identified himself with the
Communigt Party of Indiawith Red Hag during
thelast part of hislife. Heaso participated ectively
in the communist movement againg thepricerise,
unemployment and corruption in 1976. Thiswas
the last political movement for 92 years old
Bhagirathi Pettnaik. It was on 9" July 1980 his
great soul vanished with the Supreme Soul leaving
his unforgettable deeds, for whom the soil of
Sambd pur has been glorified.
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