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Puranic Thought of Planting and Protecting Trees:
A Lesson to the Modern Mankind

angat angat sambhavasi hrdayad abhijayase |
atma vai putranamasi sa jiva saradah satam ||*

Tomakea“ Green Earth” theaboveverse
of Agnipurana makes arequest to the mankind
that, plant trees ingtead of cutting them and let
them grow and increase. Beddes it reveds the
importance of trees.

Fants play an important and vitd rollein
the human life. Directly or indirectly plants are
connected with the life of man, and gpart from
that life cannot be imagined.  From the very
beginning the relationship between plants and
people was very deep. It isbecause a the early
times men werethe absol utely dependantson the
plants for the continuance of their lives. Though
they had scanty of needs ill then they got dl of
them from the plants, viz. food to edt, cloth to
wesr, shelter to live, ornamentsto decorate bodly,
wegpons to protect themselves from the attack
of wild animals etc. Gradually their brain
developed and they learnt to use the plants for
their multi purpose works. They learnt the way
of cultivation to get plenty of foodsand they dso
learnt the utility of roots and leaves in order to
eradicate different diseases, like vomiting,
irregularity of purge, head-ache and mainly of
wounds etc. Thus we may say that the plants
were the friends and guardian of the early- man.
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Their reationship with mankind is pertinently
observed in the Puranas. From every angle,
Puranas have discerned and discussed the utility
and importance of plant kingdom to human
society. Such Puranas are mostly the
Agnipurana, the Kurmapurana, the
Matsyapurana, theBrahma Vaivarttapurana,
the Garudapurana, the Vayupurana etc. The
Vayupurana clearly Satesthat dl basc necessties
of a man, viz. garments, ornaments, timber for
house building, fruits, dyes, honey etc. are
available from plants?

Not only the ancient people but the
modern people a o greatly depend uponthe plants
for their day-to-day life. The only difference is
that in the early times men depended directly on
the plantswhereas the modern men use the plants
both directly and indirectly. Becausethe needs of
the modern people are uncountable and areraising
higher day by day. Being cultured and literate by
applying their brain they are making efforts in
different researches to find out various ways of
utilizetion of plant by each and every part, i.e. for
food, shdlter, cosmetics, furniture etc. for their
comfortablelife. They preparemedicinefromthe
parts of the plants body asit is or processing
them in severd ways. But unfortunately the
modern men areignoring theimportanceof plants.
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They are dso forgetting the plants contribution.
Even if they forget that the plants are the only
source of life existence by giving out oxygen into
the air. On the other hand, the early-man could
redizetheimportance of plantsand in return they
took care of them which are el aborately narrated
in the puranas which are great lessons for
modern men.

Puranas severely criticize the
unnecessary cutting of trees and prescribe the
punishments for this prohibited act. In
Agnipuranaitissad—

tarumsca cchedayed yasca vrksan cchayasusitalan
asipatravane ghore pidyate yamakimkaraih *3

In order to protect the trees from the
wood cutters  hand, there is some threatening
made by the authors of Skandapurana.
According to that cutting of trees may lead one
to the hell.

nagaropavane vrksan pramadaddhi cchinnati yah
sa gacchen narakam nama jrmbhanam

raudradar sanamt

Ancient people were conscious of
plantation, by thinking of its preciousness. To
encourage plantation Matsyapurana said that by
planting asingle tree one can resdein heaven for
30,000 yearsof Indra. Not only this, the planter
may have the moksha, i.e., end of rebirth.

yascaikam api rajendra vrksam samsthapayen narah
S0’ pi svarge vased rajan yavad indrayuta trayam
bhutan bhavyamsca manujams trayed drumasammitan

paramam siddhim apnoti punaravrttidurlabhan?

Agnipurana dso glorifies in other words
how: “Panting of trees brings moksha.®

Again it issad that atree never betrays
anyonerather than it dwaysremanshelpful indl
times They are never harmful even as a son,
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who at timesdo harm to their parentsout of greed
for property.

“ pitaram nopahimsanti druma dravinalobhatah 7

Agnipurana encourages becoming a
lover of tree. It gives more emphasison planting
atree by anayzing its necessty — thet to have a
better life, one should plant atree and should take
care of it like one' sown son. Becausetressare
more precious and useful than a son, who are
self-seekers by nature and never follow the
scriptures, i.e. —

tasmat subhavaha vrksa ropyah sreyobhivanchata
putravat paripalyasca te putra dharmatah smrtah.
kim dhar mavimukhair martyaih kevalam
svarthabuddhibhih

taruputra varam ye tu pararthaikanuvrttayah 8

Plantation is not the only work; care
should betaken for their protection by not cutting
them down. Therefore, puranas made some
prohibitions againgt the cutting of some particular
trees, i.e. Asvattha, Vata or banyan, Bilva or
wood apple tree, Udumbara or fig etc. by
connecting them with some rdligious ethics.

asvattha vatavrksasca na cchettavyo kadacana
na cchettavyo bilvavrksodrum barasca kadacana
kar manyascaiva ye vrksa na cchettavya

sreyarthibhih®

The regretful factor is that the modern
people are not conscious regarding the vaue of
plants and plantation like the ancient people.
Though the population and their need raising
tremendoudy, dill then they are cutting down the
trees cardlesdy and destroying the forests with
ther full efforts, only to maintain their luxurious
lives. Now-adays consdering the importance
of trees the authorities launched some plans for
afforestation, viz. plantation on the road-sde and
celebration of ‘Vanamahotsava’ etc. but dueto
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lack of proper care those plans become
unsuccessful.  After plantation care should be
taken to grow them up properly. There are s0
many illustrations in puranas in this regard.
According to some passages of Agnipurana;
planting treesisnot very difficult work. But after
plantation right care should betakento alow them
to grow properly by protecting them from the heat
of the sun, from animas as well as from the
insects. Besides plenty of water and fertilizers
should be supplied at due times. Puranas
supplied a lot of ideas about the plantation of
sapplings with a right distance and the use of
fertilizers for them. Those passages are-

pravesayen nadivahan puskarinya tu karayet
(AP.282,4cd)

sayam pratastu ghar marttau sitakale dinantare
(AP.282,7cd)

uttamam vimsatir hasta madhyam sodosantaram
sthanat sthanantaram karyam vrksanam dvadasavaram
viphalah syur ghana vrksah sastrenadau hi sodhanam
vidanga ghrtapamkaktan secayecchitavarina

(AP.282,8cd9&. 10ab)

phalanase kulatthaisca

masair mudgairyavaisthilaih

grtasitapayahsekah phal apuspaya sarvada
matsyambhasa tu sekena vrddhir bhavati sakhinah'®

(AP.282,10cd,114ab,13ab)

avikajaskrccurnam yavacurnamtilani ca
gomamsamudakanceti saptaratram nidhapayet
utsekam sarvavrksanam phalapuspadivr ddhidam
matsyodakena sitena amranam seka isyate
prasastam capyasokanam kaminipadatadanam
kharjuranarikelader lavanadbhir vivardhanam
vidamngamatmyamansadbhih sarvesam dohadam
subham "

(AP.247,28-31)

Therefore the people should be aert to
learn from puranas about different aspects of the
plantation and their protection and should let them
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grow properly by which livesmay bewholesome
and comfortable on this earth, not only for the
human beings but for al the living entities.
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