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Biju Patnalk : The Dynamic Person

Amongst the Chief Ministers who adorn the
columnsof higtory of Odishanameof Biju Patnaik
comes up a the first place. He was not only a
wel-adminigtrator but dso a visonary for the
future. Heisadaring persondity. Hehad avison
for Odishaand he did not bother to fulfill hisaims
and objectives for the good of the people of
Odishaat any cost even at the cost of hispost or
position. His achievements are far reaching.

There can not be better expression in
praise of Biju Patnaikthan what Pandit Jawaharld
Nehru told of him. Pandit Nehru, the first Prime
Minigter of Indiatold to Dr. Bidhan ChandraRay,
the then Chief Minister of West Bengd and later
on to Dr. Harekrushna Mahatab, the then Chief
Minigter of Orissalike this:-

“ Biju isa dynamic person, but Heaven
knowswhere hewill land you.”

When the Second World War broke out
India had only three aeroplanes for Indian Air
Force. Wethe people of Orissa, particularly the
people of Khordha sub-divison which is now
formed into Khordha Digtrict had collected money
and donated one aeroplaneto Indian Government
which was added to its inventory to fight with
Germany-Japan axis with these four planes. The
then British Indian Government had to hire the
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planes of a private company for transportation
of our military persons and materials. Biju
Patnaikwas then working as Chief Rilot in that
Air Company under whom severd pilots were
sarving. All of our top paliticianswerebehind bars
due to their Quit India Movement of 1942
popularly known as August Movement. A few
leaders were left out and their leader was Aruna
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Asaf Alli. Jaya Prakash Narayan had come from
U.SA. then. C. Rgagopachari had been released
early. Biju Patnaik and at hisdirection other pilots
took these Indian leaders C. Rgagopachari, Jaya
Prakash Narayan, Patabhi Sitaramalya, Ram
Manohar Lohiaetc. who were managing politica
movement - August Movement, popularly known
as“Augudies’ to different placesin fase names
and returned back after these paliticians presided
over themeetings a different places. Biju Patnalk
was S0 daring pilot that he dropped the planein
sde the jungle, sea shore or river bed or other
un- suitableregionsfor landing the planefor these
mesetings. Of course action of Biju Patnaik was
detected by British Government and he was
imprisoned at Fort William at Calcutta.

His imprisonment was short lived since
hewasreeased on paroleat theingtance of Pandit
Jawaharld Nehru and by the order of Mr. Wave
the Governor Generd and Vice-Roy of India in
his mission to bring three socidist leaders of
Indonesia kept in house arrest there to attend a
socidigt conference a Ddhi. Biju went with his
wife Yana Patnaik who kept her first son aged
ninteen days in the care of Biju's sgter. Biju
brought these Indonesian leaders daring
hazardous bullet firing by the Dutch Government
under whom Indonesia was a dominion.

Biju had also pilotted in Pakistan
Insurrection of 1948 and Indo-China war of
1962. He had a room by the side of Pandit
Nehru's room -even he was a Chief Minigter of
Orissa then. He had dso looked after defence
matters of Indo-Pak war of 1965.

The aforesaid facts are the daring
achievements of Biju Babu as a pilot to
substantiate Nehru statement. He had also
achieved his daring jobs in peace time for the
betterment of our gate. If these agpects would
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be consdered Nehru' sstiatementswould bemore
proved.

He was a pioneer in reaching science to
the ordinary man as he introduced Kding Prize
to be givento the scientist who smplified writtings
of big scientist by writting essay or books for
popularisation of science and for advancement
of science. That prize is given under the
UNESCO. He introduced three phased
Panchayati Rg in Orissafirg at Gram Panchaydt,
Block and Didtrict leve in accordance with the
report of Bawant Ray Mehta Committee. Of
coursethefirst Panchayat opened in Rgjastan by
Nehru did not proceed and Kerd’ s Panchayati
R4 Bill faled in those days Biju Babu madelaws
for some women membership in Panchayat
sysem.

Biju Babu was the pioneer of the
establishment of Panchayat indudtries in Orissa
which were mainly based upon the loca raw
materids. In this context examples can be given
about the sma | and medium scale sugar, wooden
furniture tiles indudtries etc. He had fdt that the
houses of the people were being destroyed by
fire. So he introducted tile indugtries, so that the
people used to put tiles roof instead of thatching
draw.

He was a harbinger of the women
upliftment. Several women societies were
established and they used to produce some
household articles. Now this system has
deve oped in amagnificient way for thewomen's
upliftment by introduction of self help societies
He had a so established severd girls schoolsand
women colleges for the educationd upliftment of
women.

Thegreatest achievement of BijuBabuis
the introduction of “Ombudsman”- System in
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Orissa, which was suggested by Morarjee Desai
in his one man commisson of Administrative
reforms. Mr. Desal had reported for introduction
of Lokapa and Lokayukta Theformer istolook
after the corruption in the case of minigers and
thelater istolook after the corruption by officids.
Those sysems are being carried on in Odishatill
now even though attemptsby IndiraGandhi, Rgiv
Gandhi, Atd Bihari Vgapayee and Manmohan
Singh have faled till now. We hope that India
would beableto achievethisgod in near future.Of
course the system is introduced in some states
but Biju Babu is pioneer in this regard.

Without the help of the Central
Government he established Paradeep Port and
built State Highway for trangport of minerds to
the port. The centra recognition waspost saction
only.

He felt miserable for the plight of
Chaukidars(Village Police) and Dafadars (Village
Police Supervisors) whowerebeing provided with
scanty money for their remuneration by the
villagers. He regularised them by making them
Gram Rakhis.

He was not hankering after power. He
introduced Kamargj Plan through Mr. Kamarg
and he was aso pioneer by resgning from the
post of Chief Miniger firg in Indiaso asto give
scope to younger generation.

Biju Babu would have been a Prime
Minister of India, but some Odia Politicians
created huddlesfor it. It may not be out of place
to mention herethat, even though Biju Babu and
Late Uma Charan Pattanaik, the then M.P. of
Ganjam were paliticdly in different camps Biju
Babu did not have any ill feding againg Later
carried the dead body by piloting the plane from
Dehi to Bhubaneswar. Biju Babu's Kalinga
Airways supplied foods in Nepha (presently
Nagdand). Hewasdsoingtrument in controlling

Naga insurgency.

So, Mr. Nehru's statements in praise of
Biju’s dynamic actions and his adventurism are
proper appreciaionsof our beloved Odial eader.

Sibasundar Pattanaik, Kanaka Mruga, Jail Road,
Khordha.
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