January - 2012

QOdisha Review

AnIndian Pilgrim : A Pergpective on
Subhas Chandra Bose's Autobiography

Lifeisadome of many coloured glassand only a
puritan and narrow minded person will refuse to
see the rainbow like variety and God's plenty in
life. Hence the term like ‘life writing', ‘ narrdive
turn’, 'reflexivity’,
‘confessional culture' and
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The literature of Subhas Bose in not
extensve but it is considerable. Books on his
biography or autobiography keep appeding with
remarkableregularity. Subhas ChandraBose has
increasingly become a
subject of study and research

‘autobiography’ arrest our
profound interest and
consciousnessin recent times.
In the arts and humanities
there has been a mgjor shift
in thinking about
autobiography inresponseto
debates around
deconstruction and its
critique of referentiality
clams. According to Roy
Pascal, autobiography offers
a*“ coherent shaping of the

in academic and political
circles both in India and
abroad. It has been felt and
rightly that much of the work
done on him so far suffers
from an inadequate
assessment of religious,
socio- cultural and political
factors which influenced his
early development. In many
ingtances this has resulted in
incomplete and imbaanced
judgement  of his ultimate

past” and establishes a

coherent congstency of relationship between the
sdf and outsde world. Autobiography engages
with aprofound human impulseand sdf conscious
discourses. Inthe gtrict and narrow sense of what
Auden called, ‘serious and truthful sdlf study
directed at self-understanding”. It is an
indeterminate mixture of truth and fiction about
the person writing it. Smply put autobiography is
areckoning.

persondity. It is unfortunate
that Netgji never finished his autobiography.
Nevertheless this unfinished classic has
undoubtedly much to offer to the higtorian, the
research scholar, the future biographer and dl
otherswho areseeking ared ingghtinthemeaking
of this colossus of contemporary Indian History.

Indig, theland of the Himaaya, isnoless
truly theland of eminent men. They beckonto us
from sublime heights, raisng sustaining our
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aspirations. But our greatest men have not
remained aoof, they have been men of vison as
well aswisdom, and given of their best to fellow
beings. Their message, rich with lifé's meaning,
has come flowing down like the Ganges,
nourishing our varied fiddsof culture, andinfusng
strength and joy to our work. Subhas Chandra
Bose's splendid autobiography, An Indian
Pilgrim contributes to the timeless fabric of
public memory. His autobiography provides
vauable ingghts into the ways in which asdf is
recongtructed and popular memory isretrieved.

Subhas Chandra Bose, popularly called
Netgji by hiscountrymen, wrote hisautobiography
An Indian Pilgrimin hagte during histen days
day in Audtriain December 1937. It givesafarly
clear picture of the formative period in life of this
great freedom fighter. Netgi, a prodigious child
of Indian Renaissance, grew up in the midst of
profound social and political changes that
transformed the face of Indiaand Asiaduring the
firg hdf of this century. Since his early youth he
identified himsaf completdy with fate of the
country. His experiences thus truly reflect the
evolutionary and revolutionary changes in the
Indian society during this period. In order to
correctly interpret the more spectacular and the
rather controvergd activities of hislater years, it
IS necessary to understand his origin, the
fundamentals of his faith and idealism and
evolution of his personality through a life of
relentless sruggle.

When onethinksof Indianindependence
movement in 1930 and early 1940, two figures
most reedily cometo our mind : MahamaGandhi,
immensdy popular and saintly frail pacifig, and
his highly respected fabian Socidist acolyte,
Jawaharlal Nehru, Netgji Subhas Bose as Nirod
Choudhuri opinesin hismonumenta volume, Thy
Hand, Great Anarch “No other figure in the
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Indian Nationalist movement present the stark

contrast he does between promise and legend on
the one hand and historic career on the other”.
Hislifeis gregter than fiction. The mygticiam that
surrounds hislife has been lucidly expressed and
cleared through his own autobiography An
Indian Pilgrim,

“ AnIndian Pilgrim” takesthereader
from Netgji’ sparentage, birth and early childhood
to his Cambridge days— and what days! —when
young man of 24 had to make up his mind elther
to take apath, strewn with roses, which promised
nothing but ease, luxury and officid honour, or
path srevnwith thoms, inviting to sHflesssuffering
and sacrifice and promising nothing more than
blood, sweet and tears. The results of struggleis
known to the world. This autobiography evokes
the socio-culturd environment in which Netgi
grew up and the lineaments of his development.
An Indian Pilgrimisthe magterly andydsof a
humanitarian, a psychologist and statesman and
asoldier, looking back on the formative years of
hislife

Subhas ChandraBose' sThe Discovery
of India, unlike Nehru's occurred very early in
life, when hewasbardly in histeens. Netgi recdls
in his autobiography, he feds “like a thoroughly
inggnificant being. My parents awed me to a
degreg’. The zed, killer inginct to fight against
the British Imperidism is reflected in his query
“How many selfless sons of the mother are
prepared, in the sdlfish age, the 15 years old
Subhas asked his mother in 1912, to completely
give up his persond interests and the plunge for
the mother ? Mother, is this the son of your yet
ready”? As he stood on the verge of taking the
plunge by resgning from the Indian civil service
in1921, hewroteto hiselder brother Sarat: “Only
on the soil of sacrifice and suffering can weraise
our nationd edifice’.
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Theautobiography iscomplemented with
a fascinaing collection of 70 letters of Bose's
childhood, adolescence and youth. An Indian
Pilgrim thus provides the materias with which
to sudy the influences- rdigious, culturd, mord,
intellectua and politica that moul ded the character
and personality of India’s foremost radical
nationdigt.

An Indian Pilgrim is richer in the
autobiographica flavour in comparison to The
Indian Struggle which was more of Bosg's
interpretation and commentary on the freedom
movement in India as he saw it rather than being
strictly an autobiography. It is indeed an
extraordinary tale.
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