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Beshas of Shree Jagannath Mahaprabhu

Besha is a Sanskrit word, which means dress,
costume or éttire. Everyday from the ‘Mangda
Alati’ till ‘Ratri Pahuda’, the deities on the
‘Ratnavedi’ of Shree Jagannath Temple, Puri are
adorned with cotton and silken fabrics, gold
ornaments studded with precious stones, flowers
of severa kinds and other leaves and herbs like
Tulasi, Dayana, Marua etc. Sandal paste,
camphor and at times precious musk are being
used in the daily and periodicd rituds.

Cotton & Silken clothesinclude Tadapa,
Uttariya, Paharana, Phuta, Srikapada,
Baralagi Pata, S'imukhabala, Chadara, Gita
Govinda Pata etc. Garlands and other floral
ornaments namely Adharmala, Chandrika,
Gava, Alaka, Karapallava, Hruda Padaka,
Kaustubha Padaka, Guna, Makara Kundala,
Jhumpa, Tilaka, Kundala, Tadagi, Nakuas,
Sipayara Malagic. aemedeout of prescribed types
of flowers, leaves of Tulas(holy basl), Panasa
(jackfruit) etc.

The rituals of the Lord is based on
anthropomorphic equation, where worshipped
Godsaretreated like human. Whether itiswaking
up in the morning, taking an afternoon nap; or
resting at night after dinner; the rites are modeled
inahumanitarian way. It issated thet, theimages
change their clothes and wear different kinds of
ornamentsasmany aseight timesduringanormd

day.

Bhaskar Mishra

There are specific categories of servitors
in the temple, who are experts in cladding the
deities in particular types of Besha. Three types
of servitors, namdy Puspdaka(Singhari), Khuntia
and Changeda Mekap are entrusted with the
repongbility of daily decoration or Beshasof the
deities. But Pdlia Puspalaks are to decorate the
deities on every occasion.

Thedatiesaremainly embdlished inthree
ways, “Bastra Snghar” , “ Puspa Snghar” &
“Alankar Singhar”. Except on the festive
occasonsthey aredtiredinthe’ Bastra Snghar’
and ‘ Puspa Singhar’ patterns.

DAILY BESHAS
Abakasha or Tadapa Uttari Besha :

Abakashameansthe brushing of teethand
bathing rituals of the deities. This Beshais done
everyday immediatdy after Mangda Alati. The
clothes, which are worn by the Deities for this
purpose are known as ‘ Tadapa and ‘ Uttariya .

ABAKASH BESHAMA
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Sadha Besha:

Everyday the three deities are dressed
with following types of coloured Baralagi Pata
(slken cloths) from Sunday to Seturday. The
colour represents the colour of the planets.

Sunday - Redcloth

Monday - Whitish cloth decorated with
black spots.

Tuesday - Cloths mixed with five colours
(Pancharangi)

Wednesday -  Sky blue colour cloth.

Thursday - Ydlow doths.

Friday - Whitedloths.

Saturday - Violet colour.

Bada Singhar Besha:

Themost important decoration of the day
isthe Bada SingharaBesha. It isdoneevery night
before the Ratri Pahuda (last ritual). Bada

ELEd

BADA SINGHAR BESHA

Singhara Besha is usudly made up of different
types of floral ornaments & Gita Govinda
Khandua Pata (slken clothes set). Deities are
decorated with floral ornaments like Adhara,
Jhumpa, Chandrika, Tilaka, Hruda Padaka,
Kara Pallav, Guna, Gava and a number of
garlands, some of theseareinter-mixed with Tuls
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leaves. The deities wear silken clothes called
‘Khandua . An extract from the famous Sanskrit
verses of ‘Gita Govinda® composed by the
renowned poet Jayadeva is woven in the
‘Khandua’ clothes.

The head is covered with a cloth called
Sikapada (cloth for the head). They are adorned
with Kargpalava (hands). Padaka (circular lotus
like decoration with flowers). Thisis avery
atractive Beshaand that till thefollowing morning
MangdaAlati isoffered tothedeitiesthey remain
atired in this besha. Seeing the deities in this
beautiful decoration is believed to be very
auspicious.

Since ‘Bada Singhara-costume’ is
associated with the bed time and relates to deep
& dumber the deities are served with al cool
ingredients. Sleep does not come eadily without
coolness of the body. That is why sanda wood
paste is smeared on the holy bodies of the three
deities.

Puspalak (Singhari) ascendsthe pyramid
ladder (Katha Ghoda, length 6 feet breadth 1.5
feet and height 2.5 feet) and adorns the heads of
the Lord. Pdlia Puspalak Sevaks tie on to the
heads the clothes called ‘ Srikapada, put flower
ornamentslike‘Alaka onthefacewith‘Kunda’
and ‘Chandrika etc. In their particular costume
alaterdly multifolded saree is stuck on to each.
The floral ornaments like ‘Nakuasi’ &
‘Nakachana are put on the noses and
‘Adharmaa are made to be hung around the
ams. Below this, another garland hangswhichis
caled ‘Chausaramaa . Three huge attractive
lockets called as ‘Hruda Padaka are stuck to
the middle of the chest of three deities. The
Puspa aka having completed the embdllishment,
through flowers, sprays camphor powder on
them. In the navels ‘Nakha Tulad’ (a mixture of
crusted Tulas leaves and camphor) is pasted.
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Thedevoteeswalt eagerly lateinthenight
to watch this costume-based ingtitution. This
eagerness of the devotees and their pious desire
and love have effected abond, a bridge between
man and God; between worshippers and the
worshipped over the centuries.

Costumes on various festival occasion :

During the celebration of different
fedivas, the deities change their dresses and put
on different categories of ceremonid costumes
or dresses according to the nature of thefestival.
The Beshas are indeed, an important aspect of
the fedtiva, which draws large crowd.

Lord Shree Jagannatha has generaly
been identified with Lord Bishnu. But on certain
particular festive occasions, the deities are
decorated with different masguerades such as
GgananaBesha, Nagarjun Besha, PadmaBesha,
Trivikram Besha, Kaliyadalan Besha,
Ggjauddharana Besha, Radha Damodar Besha
etc. It is so because Jagannatha culture
encompasses within itself various cults such as
Vashnavism, Shakta-cult, Saivism, Ganapatya
cult andthetriba formsof worship. Assuch, the
Beshas of Lord Shree Jagannatha symbolise a
sort of religious and cultura synthes's, hence the
three deities are decorated in such away asto
satisfy the spiritud aspiration of different sects,
groupsand sub-groups. These Beshasaremainly
related to Lilas of Krushna, Rama, Baman,
Ganesh etc.

Some important festive Beshas of the
Daties are mentioned below.

Chandana Besha:

The word ‘Chandana’ means sandal
wood, the sweet-scented paste of which is
smeared on the divine body of the deities in the
month of Baishakhaand Jyeshtha, Soreading over
42 days during Chandana Y ara beginning from
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Akshaya TrutiyaTithi (third day of bright fortnight
of Baishakha).

Gajanana or Hati Besha':

The annua cycle of fedtivas of Shree
Jagannath Temple begins with the Snana Yatra
(the bathing ceremony) which takes place on the
full-moon day of Jyeshtha(May-June). Gganana
or Hati Beshais done on the occasion of Snana
Yatra

GAJANANA BESHA

On the Snana Purnima day, the deities
are taken out to the Shana Vedi (the bathing
platform). After the ceremonid bath, the deities
aredressed like Ggjananawhichislocally known
asHati Besha Sinceitisagenerd practiceamong
the Hindus that Lord Ganesh is worshipped at
the beginning of every rigious rite, Lord Shri
Jagannathaisdecorated as Ganesh during Hisfirst
annud Yatra It is also stated that He is dressed
as Ganesh to satisfy the followers of the
Ganapatya sect.

According to Dardhyata Bhakti, one
Ganapati Bhetta, a devotee of Ganesh, who had
come from Karnataka, was disappointed not to
see the Ganapati image on the bathing platform.
To satidfy the religious sentiment of this devotee,
to the surprise of dl the assembled, the Lord
appeared with themask of pachyderm. Sincethat
day, the Gganana or Hati Besha of the deitiesis
being donned on the day of Jyeshtha Purnima.
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This Besha is chiefly conducted by the Pdia
Puspadak, Khuntia, Mekap & Daitapatis on this
day. Lord Shree Jagannath and Balabhadra
assume GgjananaBesha. TheRaghav DasMaha
and Gopdtirtha Matha respectively supply the
above Beshamateridsas per prolonged tradition.

Rilgrims and generd public are dlowed
to go upto the limits of Shana Mandap to have a
Darshan of attractive Ggjanana Besha of the
deties without paying any fee during ‘ Sahana
Mela period.

Padma Besha :

Any Saturday or Wednesday betweenthe
new moon day of the month of Maghaand Basanta
Panchami is chosen for the Padma Besha. It is
made during the ‘Bada Singhara ritud at night
and the deities remain with the Besha throughout
the night. This Besha takes place to perpetuate
the legendary memory of a devotee, who had
brought the lotus flowers from a very long
distance to decorate the God.

PADMA BESHA

The big petals of lotus adorn the faces of
the datiesin the shape of adisc. Shree Bdabhadra
and Shree Jagannatha hold lotus buds in their
hands. Three triangular crowns made up of lace
(crepe) and cloth are decorated with innumerable
lotus flowers. Now-a-days flowers made of lace
areusadingtead of naturd flowers. Itisinteresting
to note that four svansare projected in thisBesha
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and are seen with the lotus stalks. Perhaps the
addition of the swans with the lotus stalks has
been made, so that the Beshawould appear more
livey.

Thereisan interesting episode related to
this Besha. As the gory follows-long long ago
there was a devotee named Manohar Das, living
in the village Shahpur on the banks of the sacred
river Rishikulya. With a strong desire to have a
darshan of theLords, Manohar Sarted hisjourney
by walking from the distant village to
Shreekshestra Puri. He brought with him abasket
full of lotus flowers covered with a towel
(gamuchha). In courseof hislong journey hecame
across anumber of tanks. At every tank he kept
somenew flowerson the basket and poured water
on the old ones to make them fresh. At lagt he
reached Shreekshetraand halted at Bada Chhata
Matha, just adjacent to the Lions Gate of
Sreemandir. The trouble of the long & painful
journey could not deter him for hislofty hopethat
he would offer the flowers to the Lord which
enlivened his spirit.

With that smple faith and devotion he
enteredinsdethetemple. Thepriestsof thetemple
saw the pitiable condition of the old man. They
asked him about the thing he kept in the basket
covering atowd. He showed them the flowers
which were stde and ginking by that time. The
prieststhrew therotten flowersin thekitchen drain
of the Temple and beat him cruelly for his
madness. Due to severe injury and mental shock
Manohar Das fell down on the ground and
became unconscious. In the night the dwellers of
Bada Chhata Matha brought him back and put
him to rest. Lord Shree Jagannath appeared in
the dream of the ruling king at night and asked
him to go immediately to Manohar and consider
the maiter with al kindness. The king cdled the
Raguru and explained the theme of the dream.
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The Rgguru took Manchar indgde the Temple;
with much care collected the thrown away flowers
and adorned the deties with those flowers as to
fulfill the wish of Manohar.

Surprisingly those flowers |ooked bright
pink and emanated divine and sweset fragrance.
The blessing of the Lord to Bhakta Manohar
could be heard from the void.

To perpetuate thisincident PadmaBesha
is being done every year during the said period.
As per tradition the Besha materids are being
provided by the Bada ChhataMatha. The Matha
dso offersKhiri (porridge) whichiscaled Padma
Besha Khiri and is being didtributed among the
Sevekas, employees of the Temple and disciples
of the Matha the following day.

Suna (Gold) Besha :

The famous Suna (gold) Besha takes
place on Asadha Sukla Ekaedas Tithi (the 11th
day of the bright fortnight in Asadha) when the
detiesarein Ther respective chariotsin front of
the Lions Gate of Shree Jagannatha Temple on

SUNA BESHA

their return journey from Car Festivd. ThisBesha
is dso known as ‘Bada Tadhau Besha. The
deities are decorated with various types of gold
ornamentslikegold diadems, handsand feet made
of gold. Lord Shree Jagannath holds a gold
Chakra(disc) in Hisright hand and asilver conch
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in the left hand. Lord Shree Balabhadrawiddsa
golden ploughin Hisleft hand, agold macein His
right hand.

ThisBeshaisaso done on the Tithislike
VijayaDasami (Dasahard), KartikaPurnima, Dola
Purnima and Pousa Purnima (Pushyabhiseka).
The Palia Puspalak, Bhitarchha Mohapatra,
Tdichha Mohapatra, Daitapatis, Khuntia and
Mekap Sevaks are involved to decorate this
gorgeously Besha on the chariots. Lakhs of
devotessirrepective of caste, creed and religion
have achancefor darshan of the above Beshaon
the chariots during evening hours.

Banabhoji Besha :

Since Lord Shree Jagannatha has been
identified with Krushna, incidents connected with
the life of the latter have been inseparably
associated with Shree Jagannatha. The birthday
of Lord Krushnaiis celebrated on the 8th day of
the dark fortnight of Bhadraba. Nandotsav is
observed from the day following onwards and
certain rituals relating to Krushna Lila, like
Banabhoji, Kolibika, Bakasura and Aghasura
Badha, Kdiyaddan, Dhenukaand Praambasura
Badha are also celebrated for some days.

Banabhoji Beshaisdone onthe 10th day
of the dark fortnight of Bhadrab. The deities are
dressed like cowherd boys, as if they are going
to attend a picnic.

Kaliyadalana Besha :

As per the Puranic lores, Kdiya, the
venomous serpent (Vipor) living on the banks of
Yamuna was a source of great danger to the
populace and Krushna had killed it. To remind
thisincident this Besha takes place on Bhadraba
Krushna Ekadas Tithi (the 11th day of the dark
fortnight in Bhadraba). Lord Shree Jagannath is
dressed like Krushna killing the Kdiya serpent.
The actud scene of killing the demon-like snake
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isalso dramatised in the sacred tank of Markanda
aongwith characters enacting the scene.

Pralambasura Badha Besha :

It is done on Bhadraba Krushna
Dwadas Tithi (the 12th day of the dark fortnight
in Bhadraba).

A demon, Pradambaby name, waskilled
by Bdaram, the eder brother of Krushna. So
Baabhadra wears this Besha in the month of
Bhadraba.

Krusna Balaram Besha:

ThisBeshaisdone on BhadrabaKrushna
Trayodas Tithi (the 13th day of thedark fortnight
in Bhadrabad). In this Besha Shree Jagannatha &
Shree Balabhadra aredressed like Lord Krushna
& Lord Baaram. This Besha attests the deep
impact of Krushna cult in the Shri Jagannath
Temple. Previoudy a Besha known as ‘Giri
Gobardhana was done in the Temple by the
famous Bada Odia Matha. For somereason this
Besha has been discontinued and Krushna
Bdaram Besha is introduced in its place. One
Zamindar of Choudhury Bazaar, Cuttack has
provided the entire cost of the above Besha
materids.

Baman Besha:

On Bhadraba Sukla Dwadas Tithi (the
12th day of the bright fortnight in Bhadraba), Shri
Jagannatha is dressed as like Bamana the
incarnation of Bishnu. Notably, Baman isthefifth
incarnation of Lord Bishnu. According to the
Puranic story, Bishnu had appeared in the from
of a Bamana (dwarf) and through his ingenuity,
outwitted thefamous demon king Bdi and pushed
him down to the subterranean with hisfoot.

Raja Besha:

This Besha takes place on Vijaya
Dashami Tithi (Dasahara) inthemonth of Aswina
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Theword Rggameansthe‘king'. Hence,
this Besha denotes the dress of a sovereign.
Jagannatha was regarded as the King of Odisha
sncetherule of Gangadynasty and this Besha of
Shree Jagannatha continues from those days.

Radha-Damodar Besha :

The auspicious Radha Damodar Besha
of the daitiesin Shree Jagannath Templeisbeing
held every year fromthe 11th day of bright fortnight
of Aswinato the 10th day of bright fortnight of
Kartika. It isascertained form the mythol ogy that

RADHA DAMODAR BESH/#

Akrura, on his way to Mathura, has witnessed
this Radha Damodar Besha while taking bath in
the river Yamuna. It is noteworthy that this
atractive besha is being performed during the
entire period in the month of Karttika. Late
Sadasiba Rathasharma, an eminent research-
scholar of Sreemandir has mentioned in hisbook
“Si Jagannath Besha Rahashya’ that this Besha
has been introduced since 12th century. During
the 12th century and after that “Radha’ became
famousthroughout Indiaafter being medeafemde
protagonist in Gitagovinda written by Jayadev.
Thedepiction of Radhawaswiddy published and
circulated through the literary works of poet
Jayadeva of Odisha, Chandi Das of Bengd and
Vidyapeati of Mithila. Radha was worshipped as
“Devi” by Bishnuswami, Nimbarka and Sri
Chaitanya.
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Otherspoint out that thisBeshahasbeen
introduced in Shreemandir since 16th century, i.e.
duringthearriva of Sichatanyain Puri. According
to Srichaitanya, Shree Jagannath is a composite
figure of Shree Radhaand Si Krishna Thisspirit
has been revedled in Radha Damodar Besha. In
the opinion of many research scholars, the nitis
and Beshas based on the performance of
Shreekrishnawereintroduced in Shreemandir by
Gggpati Purusottam Dev. But it is presumed that
the Laxminarayan Besha of Lord Jagannath has
garted from the ancient time i.e. by the end of
12th century or a the beginning of 13th century.
Particularly it is ascertained that Thiakia Besha,
Bankachuda Besha, Dalikia Besha, Adikia
Besha and Raja Beshas of the deities were
introduced during the sojourn of Shri
Nimbarkacharyaat Sreekshetra, Puri, i.e. during
the period from the 11th day of the bright fortnight
of Karttikatill the fullmoon day.

It is described in the Record of Rights
and at 9.No. 22(a) of thelist of other festivas of
Simandir thet dl Nitis, Beshas, Bhogas aswell
as Vrata for the month of Karttik start from the
11th day of bright fortnight of Aswina Theoffering
of lamp (dipa) and Avakasha ritudls are held at
the dawn and then Gopabalav Bhogais offered
to the datiesjust after the RadhaDamodar Besha.
Then the Saka Dhupa (morning bhoga) isoffered
to the daities and after that sprinkling of water is
done. Theitemsfor Baladhupa are brought up
by the Sevakas concerned and are offered to the
Deities. Lamp offering isalso made after the Baa
Dhupa.

The Radha-Damodar Beshaof thedeities
which gstarts from 11th day of bright fortnight of
Aswina continues upto the 10th day of bright
fortnight of Karttika.

In Radhadamodar Besha, Lord Shree
Jagannath and Lord Shree Bdabhadra put on
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“Trikachha’. They dso hold a pair of golden
“Ndibhuja’ intheir hands The* Chula’ made out
of bamboo and clothsisplaced on the“ Trimundi”
and the Chandrikaplaced inthe Chulalooksvery
descent. The Deities dso put on different types
of golden ornaments such as Ear-Rings on the
ears, Odiani onther wais and Tadaki, Chandra,
Surya, Chita etc. on their heads. They dso put
on ornaments made up of flowers and different
types of clothes such as ‘Pata’, ‘Phuta’,
‘Srikapada’, ‘Paharana’, ‘Bali’,
‘Adharabala’, & ‘Uttaria’ etc.

List of Golden Ornaments used in Radha-
Damodar Besha:

1. Golden necklace - 3 (Baabhadra,
Subhadra &
Jagannath)

2. Odiani -3 -do-

3.ChandraSurya - 2 (Baabhadra,
Jagannath)

4. Chandrika - 2 -do-

5. Tilaka - 2 -do-

6. Naibhuja - 4 -do-

7. Kundda(Earing) - 4 -do-

8. Tadagi - 2 (Subhadra)

This auspicious Radha-Damodar Besha
of the Jews on the Ratnas mhasana looks redlly
splendid, for the deities put on different types of
‘Pata’ (dlken clothes) and Golden ornaments.
Previoudy only ‘Ballav’ ‘Sakala Dhupa’ was
held in this Besha. In subsequent period another
Bhoga namely ‘Baadhupa was added to this
Besha

Filgrims aswdl as devotees in thousand
who observe the Karttika Vrata remain present
in Shreemandir to witness this blissful Radha
Damodar Besha of the Jews.
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Harihara Besha:

During the time span of the Radha-
Damodar Besha of Shree Jagannatha on each
Monday, Harihara Besha of Lord Shree
Bdabhadra is done for a fortnight, i.e. from the
darkmoon day till thefullmoon day. InthisBesha,
half of the body of Baabhadra looks blackish
whilethe other half lookswhitish, which connotes
that one haf of His body is Bishnu and the other
hdf isSba (Hara).

L akshmi-Narayana Besha :

This besha is dso known as ‘Thiakia
Beshd . It is done on the 11th day of the bright
fortnight of Karttika. It is stated that the worship
of Lakshmi and Narayana has gained popul arity
in Jagannatha consciousness, since the vigt of
Ramanuja, the great religious preacher to thisholy
land of Shreekshetra Puri.

Bankachuda Besha:

Itisdoneon Karttika SuklaDwadad Tithi
(the 12th day of the bright fortnight in Karttika).
Thisissmilar to that of Lakshmi-Narayan Besha
with addition of golden headgear.

AdakiaBesha:

This Beshais dso known as ‘ Tribikram
Beshd . It is done on Karttika Sukla Trayodas
(the 13th day of the bright fortnight in Karttika).

Dalikia Besha:

This Besha is done on Karttika Sukla
Cheturdas tithi (the 14th day of the bright fortnight
of Karttika). This is dso known as Lakshmi-
Nrushingha Besha. The very name of the
decoration indicates that the powerful cult of
Nrusimha was given due recognition and
importance in Shree Jagannatha Temple, Puri.
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Nagarjuna Besha:

This Besha takes place in such yearsin
which there are Six days of ‘Panchaka in lieu of
5inthemonth of Karttika. On that occasion Shree
Jagannath and Shree Balabhadraare dressed like
Nagarjuna (a military generd) on this extra day.

450

NAGARJUNA BESHA

In the recent past this Besha solemnized on
16.11.1994. The previous four such dates were
26.11.1966, 16.11.1967, 3.11.1968 and
26.11.1993.

Raja Rajeswar Besha:

This Besha takes place on Karttika
Purnima Tithi (fullmoon day of Karttika). Large
numbers of devotees are alowed to go up to
Ratnasinghasan and have a darshan of the above
gorgeous Besha of the Lords and be blessed
themsdalves.

Ghodalagi Besha:

Ghodalagi means specialy designed
winter dresses for the deities installed at
“Ratnasinghasan” . During the period from the 6th
day of the bright fortnight of Margadirato the 5th
day of the bright fortnight of Magha (Basanta
Panchami Tithi), the deities wear winter clothes.

Jamalagi Besha:

From Basanta Panchami to DolaPurnima
(fullmoon day of Chaitra), the Deities wear
modified winter dressknown as* Jamalagi Beshal .
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Sraddha Besha:

Shree Jagannatha puts on this Besha in
the month of Margasira for three days during
‘Deva Dipabdi’ occason. Sraddha means the
offeringsmade out of loveto expired forefathers.
Such rites observed for the departed souls
(parents and fore fathers) are called Sraddha. In
themonth of Margadira, Shree Jagannath performs
the Sraddha in favour of Nanda, Basudeva and
Dasaratha. We know that Bishnu was born as
the eldest son of Dasaratha, the king of Ayodhya
and was named Ramachandra. Again in the
DwaparaY uga, Hisbirth took place asthe son of
Basudevaina prisonin Mathura, whence hewas
mysterioudy taken out and delivered to Nanda,
theking of Brga, who nourished Him likehisown
son and came to be known as the second father
of Krushna In this Sraddha Besha, specid rites
are observed in the temple for three days. Bada
Odia Matha is supplying the Sraddha materids
to the Temple as per tradition. The deities wear
white clothes on this occasion.

Chacheri Besha:

From the 10th day of the bright fortnight
of Phalgunato the fullmoon day except the 14th
day, thisBeshatakesplace. According totheage-
old tradition prevailing al over India, people play
with coloured powder (Phagu) and color-smear
friends and relatives. Shree Jagannath is the best
representative of the peopleand Heisaso shown
assharing the experiences of the peopleby playing
with rosy red powder (known as Phagu/Abira).

Gaja Uddharana Besha:

The famous Gga Uddharana Besha is
done on Magha Purnima tithi (the fullmoon day
of Magha). This Besha depicts an epic sory as
to how Lord Bishnu saved a helpless eephant
from the clutches of a crocodile. In the time of
yore an eephant was attacked by a ferocious
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crocodile. Finding no other way to save his life,
this anima implored the mercy of Bishnu. Its
sncere prayers immediately moved Bishnu to
compassion and He hurled His disc to cut the
attacking dligator into pieces.

Shree Jagannatha, who is identified with
Bishnu, wears this Besha to inspire a sense of
devotion to the grace of God.

Thetotal expenditure in connection with
preparetion of this Beshawas being given by late
[laPanda, arenowned Industridist of Odishafor
the last 28 years. In this Besha, the fooding is
offered to the deitiesand distributed to the Sevaks
of the temple and donor concerned.

Raghunatha Besha :

This Besha is observed in the month of
Chaitra(March-April). InthisBesha, Lord Shree
Jagannathais dressed like ShreeRamaand holds
abow and an arrow. Laxman, Bharat, Satrughan,

RAGHUNATH BESHA

Hanuman and other figures made out of solapith
and wooden twigs are displayed on the
Ratnasinghashan. It is observed in remembrance
of ShreeRama, who is an incarnation of Lord
Bishnu. This Besha has been discontinued since
last hundred years. Theeventud Raghunath Besha
of the datieswashdd in 19th century in the year
1805.
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Besdes these Beshas, therearealsoa 3. Ashadha - June-duly
number of other Beshas observed inthe Srimeandir.
Whiledl BeshesaeslemnizedingdetheTemple 4 Shravana. - July-Augudt
only three Beshas i._e. Suna (Gold) Besha, 5. Bhadraba -  August-September
Abakash Besha, Badas ngharaBeshatakesplace
outside the Temple during Ratha Y ara period. 6. Aswina - September-October
_ _Lord Shr_ee Jagannatha as the symbol of 7 Kattika - October-November
integration of various sects of Sanatana Dharma
isindicated from the above facts and consdering 8. Magasra -  November-December
thevariety of costumesand the symbolic occasion
for putting on such mosaic of atire. 9. Pousha - December-January
The Indian Names of the months and their 10. Magha - January-Frebruary
corresponding English Names
11. Phdguna - February-March
1. Vaskha - April-May
12. Chaitra - March-April
2. Jesha - May-dune

Beshas (Festive Dresses)

1.

Ganesh Besha

Suna Besha

Bana Bhoji Besha, Kaliyadalana :

Besha, Pralambasura Badha Besha,
Krushna, Balaram Besha

Raja Besha
Radha-Damodar Besha

Lakshmi Narayan (Thiakia)Besha, :

On the Snana Purnima day the deities are dressed as
Ganesh on the Snana Vedi. Thisisaso cdled Hati Besha

The Deities are dressed in gold in the car on the 11th day
of thebright fortnight of Asadhaafter the Return Car Festivd
isover. SunaBeshais a so done on some other occasions.

On the 10th 11t 12th and 13th day of the dark
fortnight of Bhadrab respectively.

On the 10t day of the bright fortnight of Aswina.

From the 11th day of the bright fortnight of Aswinato the
10t day of the bright fortnight of Karttika

Onthe 11th 12th 13th 14th gnd full moon day of the

Bankachuda (Baman)Besha, Tribikram Karttika respectively.

(Adakia)Besha, Nrusingha (Dalikia)
Besha, Lakshmi Narayan (Raja
Rajeswar) Besha, Nagarjun
(Parasuram) Besha
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Nagarjun (Parasuram) Besha @ Onthe 13t or 14t day of the bright fortnight of
Karttika. Thisfedtive dressing of the Lord is occasiondly

done.

7. Sadha Besha or Ghodalagi Besha :  From Odhan Sagthi to Basanta Panchami in the months
of Margadiraand Pousha

8. Jamalagi Besha . From Basanta Panchami to Dola.

9. Padma Besha : Onany Saturday or Wednesday between the new moon
day of Magha and Basanta Panchami.

10. Gaja Uddharan Besha : Onthe full moon day of Magha

11. Chacheri Besha : From the 10th day of the bright fortnight of Phalgunato

the full mon day excent the 14t day.

12. Chandanlagi Besha . For 42 days garting from the Akshaya Trutiyaday i.e.
the 3rd day of the bright frotnight of Baisakha.

(Source : Digtrict Gazetteer, Puri, Page-833/834)
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