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Manifestation of God : Darubrahma Jagannath

Oh redeemer of honour
Defender of the wretched
Master of the blue-hill
Thy name is Jagannath,

| take refuge

Under Your holy feet.

-Poet-king Upendrabhanj-

Heisshapeess, sméll-less, soundless, colourless
but Heis everything of it:

Omnipotent,
omnipresent, omniscient and
revered as God, He is the
creator, sustainer, destroyer .3
and the ruler of the cosmos.
Voltare sad that if God didn't
exist, it would be necessary to
invent Him. Ever snceman hastried
to invent Him, the search hasn't
reached the closing point. Such
exploration never ends.

Of thehillionsof earth-like
or unlikeplanetsintheuniverse 7
our beloved earth has
given birth to life.

Evalutionof menhereis - S22

amarvd. Man is the only béing favoured with

intelligence. Who has favoured man ? Isn't it
God ?1an titamirade ? And jus meking of God ?

Parikhit Mishra

Ancient or avilized man imagined God
as deliverer, protector and controller of his life
and detiny ashislifeisephemerd. TheHoly Gita
says that God dwells in our heart. The soul or
Atma, thefinest power ever kegpsusdive. When
the God bdlief is unequivocd it needs no fine —
tuning. The belief aone accepts with humility the
supremacy of God in whatever form He revedls.

Hindus worship animate or inanimate
objectswhichincludesstones, trees,
L. sUN, moon, stars and unseen

,'3: —free living. The practice
NS+ goes on from generation to
f'° generation. In post-Vedic
period about 3000 years ago idol
—worship held sway. The east has
given birth to major religions.
iy Hinduism being the oldest religion of
. the world its greatest excellence is
tolerance, secularism, co-existence
on the basic of teachings of the
seersand the scriptures. Hindu
philosophy teaches how to
escape from the cycle of
birth and death, the
philosophy of self-redisation. The Jagannath
philosophy preaches love, equanimity. Salvation
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isachieved through tota surrender inreposing faith
in Him wholeheartedly. The mind ought to be
doubt-free, pure and unblemished.

Just imagine what was the geographica
gatus of Puri or Nilachdaaong the Mahodadhi
(sea) 5000 yearsago. A clean, virgin, unexploited
neture could have enthralled human heart. Thicket
or dense forest made the place not easily
accessble. In this holy place monks, saints and
ascetic persons meditated. Population was
sparse, flora and fauna were in its optimal
grandeur. Man and animal lived in perfect
harmony. A topthe BlueHill or Nilakandar Lord
Nilamadhav, an idal of glittering precious sone
emitting nose-pleasing fragrance was worshipped
by atriba lord known as Viswabasu.

InHindu belief Puri, Srikshetra, Nilachd,
Sankhakshetraor Purusottam Kshetraisoneand
the same, the most sacred place as because the
inhabitants here are not subjected to the tortuous
punishment by death-god Y ama. Thisplaceisthe
best among four Hindu shrines founded by the
scholar philosopher of Hinduism the first or Adi
Sankaracharya.

Bamadev Samhita saysthat Mahavishnu
wasworshipped hereasNilamadhav, Sncewhen
wasincomprehensible. Salf-controlled, devoted,
religiousand fifth generation of Lord BrahmaKing
Indradyumnaof Avanti city deputed the younger
brother of the royd priest Vidyapati to the holy
Purusottam K shetrato locate Lord Nilamadhav.
The tribd head Viswabasu who himsdf was the
worshipper of Nilamadhav wd comedtheBrahmin
priest Vidyapati and led him on the walk way in
the thicket, got him bathed and got him pay
reverence to the wishes granting Kalpabata and
guided him up to the most gracious Nilamadhav.
Extremely happy and gratified Vidyapati
prosirated again and again beforethe deity. After
the holy darshan he had holy dip inthe sea. Inthe
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of the heaven to Nilamadhav as dinner. Next
morning Viswabasu sent invitation through

Vidyapati to King Indradyumna to pay vist to
the blessed Purusottam Kshetra.

On return back Vidyapati gave out the
detailed briefings to the king. The king was
pleased. He prepared for his sojourn to the holy
place. In the meantime roving monk of gods
Narada descended from nowhere. He initiated
theking with Vaishnav Dharmawhich borealarger
meaning: the path or direction of life. King
Indradyumna, his selected subjects and Narada
rode an exquisite chariot and reached after visting
score of pilgrimage on their way. No sooner had
they reached Purusottam K shetrathan they came
to understand about the disappearance of Lord
Nilamadhav under adevadtating sand gorm. They
vigited the place now covered with sand. Theking
was dismayed. The king built a temple on the
recommendation of Narada. Narada ritualy
edtablished Lord Narasmha in the temple and
conducted 1000 Aswamedha Y agna. That night
the king dreamt of a fragrant sandal wood log
worshipped by Lord Brahma and other gods
gpproaching the shore of the Mahodadhi where
theMusaRiver merged inthe ocean. Next morning
the dream turned out true. The king and Narada
witnessed, in their own eyes, the supreme soul in
the shape of asacred log. Now the king resolved
to carve out idols of gods from the divine wood.
Coincidentally an unsophisticated 1ooking,
emaciated old man surprisingly appeared there.
In trying to remove the worries of the king he
assured to make the idols in fifteen days. He set
conditions that he would work in closed doors
and he must not be disturbed during that period.
The conditionswere acceded. Theman wassaid
to be none other than God Viswakarma, the
heavenly architect. On day fifteen as the doors
were opened, three idols were reveaed, but the
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old carpenter vanished. That wastheirony of it.
Then the king and Narada went to Brahma Lok
to invite Lord Brahma for the ceremonia and
scriptural sanctification of the temple and
establishment of the holy idals.

In the meantime aeon passed off. The
king and Naradareturned to earth at theinstance
of Lord Brahma. They saw that the temple built
was no more. King Galab was the ruler. On
hearing the admiration of Indradyumna, Gaab
accepted his suzerainty. A new temple was built.
Now Lord Brahma appeared in the scene. He
got the sacred idols boarded on to the decorated
chariot. Theidols were ceremonidly ingtaled on
thejewelled platform. Lord Brahmanamed them
Jagannath, Bal abhadraand Subhadra. Then other
deitieswere housed ritudly in smdler templesand
mode of worship was codified. The episode
relating to the disgppearance of Nilamadhav and
emergence of Lord Jagannath is portrayed aong
the amilar linein Niladri Mahodayh, a scripture
in Sanskrit in alater period.

The Nilamadhav chapter had yet another
narration; when Vidyapati reached Srikshetrahe
was baffled. Viswavasu was worshipping
Nilamadhav in secret and wasreluctant to divulge
the identity. Vidyapati befriended and fell in love
with Lalita the daughter of Viswavasu and
succeeded in having holy darshan of Nilameadhay.
But before Indradyumna came here Nilamadhav
was non-existen.
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Origin of Lord Jagannath is shrouded in
mystery. Higtory, scriptures, hearsay and shruti
attempt to unearth the unknowable. The mystery
is unresolved but the researcher doesn’t stop
here. The hunger for truth and knowledge on God
isinsatiable. Lord Jagannath, the Supreme God,
is an object of love, reverence, trust and
surrender. His beauty is unpardld. Heisfour in
onethus:

HareisBaavadra, Subhadrathe spirit of
Rama, Krishna is Jagannath and ancther Hareis
Sudarshan.

Today the mgedtic chariots hurtlethrough
Badadanda with the chanting of His holy name.
More than amillion strong devotees sing, dance,
prostrate and pour out their heart seeking mercy,
sdvation; nothing is comparable to spiritud joy.
WherethereisLord Jagannath, the master of the
universe, thereisjoy.
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