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French Captain Albague Beatow and
the Lord Jagannath

Various literatures and the Puranas never leave
any room in narreting the origin and importance
of Supreme God Jagannath, the Lord of the
Universe who lives a Puri, the heaven upon the
Earth. Therefore most popular legend among the
traditiond gories is the Maharga Indradyumna
legend which has been mainly described in the
Skanda Purana, Utkd Khandai.e. Purusottama
Kshetra Mahatmya, Niladri Mohodayam,
Kapilasamhita, Sarala Mahabharat and the
Devlotdamonographsand so on. However,
there are a number of deviations in the
above worksin describing the story, but
the main elements of the legend are
foundtobesgmilar initsnudeusnature.
Inasmilar manner the MaddaPanji
the temple chronicle preserved in
pam- leaf form in the Jagannath
Temple itself, presents the
parallel
accournt
on this
trediionel
story.
Out of
the numerous stories, this specid story keepsthe
separate identity of Lord Jagannath in aboard.
The event is as based on true story, which is as
follows
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A French sallor who was coming to
Pondicherry from Calcutta by his ship in eastern
coast of India. The ship wasonly two milesaway
moving pardle from the shore of the Bay of
Bengd and proceeding to the south. It would pass
in its course through the parts of Chandipur,
Paradipin Odisha. Thenit would gradudly reach

Andhra Pradesh and Madras area. A number
of people beonging to France,
England, and India were the
travelersin that ship.

The captain saw through its
powerful binocular that a large
whaleis proceeding towardstheir
ship being followed by aterrible
storm. The captain was very

much araid that within a few
minutes the whae and the

storm will cause a
" disagter to the entire
ship. So
that he
warned

everybody
in the ship to adopt precautions for their lives at

their own responsibility.

By ligening such advice of the cgptain
everybody was nervous. The captain persondly
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approached the people and became sympathetic
for them. He saw there one man without being
nervous was praying to a portrait of some deity.
This made the captain surprised. He asked the
person about what he was doing. The man
replied, “Sir, now | am praying the Lord Jagannath
of Puri to protect us.” The captain wasvery much
nervousat that time. Heat oncesaid“if your God
can protect us, | will present Him a bell Kept
herein His chamber”.

It wasamatter of strangethat the captain
saw through his binocular that the whale as well
as the storm had changed their direction.
However the ship was saved. After few hours
the ship arrived at the seashore of Puri and
immediately Captain presented the bell to Lord
Jagannath which has intended to be sent to
Pondicherry from France in 18th century.

Now thevery bel isexhibited in the south
of the main temple within the inner compound &t
Niladri Viharawith thefollowing lines, carved on
it in French:

IN LIBERATES DE PEDRO MOUDELL
COURT : DE LA COMP DE FRANCE ME
NOM ME PIERE”

A PONDICHERY 1746
BETPSALLAMINGEN
CANTA TIBUS
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At lagt it can be said there are numerous
legends heard on Lord Jagannath. Some of them
are based on historical evidences and some are
usualy propagated by the staunch devotees. In
some legends we aso see the tantric miracles.
Some legends are described in literature while
others are just spoken of in the society. The
people sometimes believe in these legends and
when they are convinced that Jagannath is so
powerful, they obvioudy come to Puri taking a
lot of painin order to seethe L ord. In other words,
thisisaway to glorify the cult of Lord Jagannath.
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