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Most Gigantic Planetary Festival
TheRath Yatra

Puri, one of the most splendiferous places in
Odisha attracts thousands of tourists daily for its
famous temple courtyard and sea beach.
However, it isobviousto conceive that how come
millions of tourists get attracted towardsamerely
temple. One must redize that it isnot an ordinary
temple but an extraordinary synagogue with the
exceptional
powers, beliefs,
rituals, sories and
miracles hidden
behind it. There
arealegion of tes
about the
formation and
miracles of Lord
Jagannath in Puri. !
Many great men
also commented §
that the temple is
samply a Nirvana
or paradise on
earth.

Since times, there had been argues
between scientific theories and religious beliefs.
But for each time, scientific theories remained
unexplained about the miraclesof Lord Jagannath.
Many people dso cal Jagannath as the hero of
the ‘Modern Era or the‘Kai Yugd.

Sugyan Gourab

The Jagannath Temple, extending from
Lion'sGate or Eagt Gate or the Main Gate covers
about 10 acres of land. The height of the
superlative templeis 214 feet and 8 inches. The
monumental Temple is covered with carvings of
Godsand Goddessesinthearchaic Kaingagtyle.

The Car Fegtival or the Ratha Yatraisa
consecrated celebrating festival of the Lord
Baabhadra, Subhadra and Jagannath. It by and
largefalson the calendar month of Ashar. Onthe
holy day of RathaY atra, thethree Godsarecarried
to the Gundichatemple.
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Thethree colourful green-red, black-red
and yellow-red chariots of Lord Balabhadra,
Subhadraand Jagannath respectively prettify the
path of ‘Badadanda .(The road between
Jagannath and Gundicha Temple) The chariot
haswhed sfixedinit. Thechariotsaso haveBlack,
Brown and White col oured wooden horsestied.
A flag is aso present at the topmost end of the
chariot cdled the Copi Ketan. It redlly embdlishes
the chariots from far gpart. A ropeistied to the
Rath or Chariot. A crowd of people draw them
to the Gundichatemple. It is aso caled the * Sri
GundichaY atrd . Genuindy whet agratifying Sght
itis!

The daities say in Gundicha Temple for
nine days and go back in the same way on the
tenth day. The cars are then drawn back to the
same placesfrom whereit beganitsjourney. This
Journey is dso caled as Bahura Yatra. They
reman in the chariots on that night and the next
day isobserved as‘ SunaVesha . The Gods are
graced with precious gold ornaments. They are
taken back to thetemple onthe next day. (Twefth

day)

The Car fedtiva isworld famous for the
radically distinctive ceremony and huge
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caste, colour, religion, creed, race and gender.
Thefedtiva isdso sad to have much socid and
economic importance. Live commentary of the
fedivd istranamittedintdevisonandradioduring
the fedtival.

There are uncountable tales and facts
regarding Lord Jagannath. All of them can never
be explained or known. He is said to be one of
the Avataras or incarnations of Hindu God, Lord
Vighnu. Hisoriginisamiraculous story according
to what our forefathers say. Many people aso
say that Lord Jagannath will take another Avatar
as ‘Kaki’ on the day of the beginning of a new
eraor the doomsday or the great Judgment Day.
But nobody knowsthetruth. We areto celebrate
and teach our coming generationsto preservethe
immortd rituas after us. Therefore ladlly,

“ Jagannath Svami Nayana
Pathagami Bhabatu Mein.”
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