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Chaiti Ghoda: At the Door of Extinction

Themanwasvagrant. Theenthusiaamto soil could
not indulge him. He wondered forest to forest,
hill to hill in search of food or livelihood. But one
day helearnt to smdl his soil, he dug soil to fulfill
hishunger and got treesfull of fruits. So hedesred
to settle permanently. Gradudly citiesraised their
heads. For the maintenance of these cities and
asofor peaceful lifeand protection frominvasion
of dienarmy, administration wasrequired. King/
monarch wasthe pivot of thisadminigration. The
contribution of horse in maintenance of kingdom
and as an ad in war would not be avoided. In
thisregard therole of horseson the page of ethics
and higory can be found after this findings and
one must say horse isthe symbol of bravery.

Asamemory of this braveness/bravery,
Chaiti Ghodanata took a specid place in Odisha
folk culture.

In the grassroot of cregtion of drama if
‘Vearpujd isadmitted, the dear information about
the antiquity can be found out. The main object
of Veerpujd was : pursuing the life of brave
persons, their ideals should have been accepted
by dl for the welfare of the society or nation.
According to the views of ‘Dr. Ridge way’ the
creation of dramais possble only throughthelife
history of thedead great brave persons (Heroes).
Inthisregard, the contribution of the Heroes, ‘the
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horse' is also acceptable. So on the root of
cregtion of drama, though the contribution of horse
in negligible or indirectly yet it is not worthless.

Thegpplicability of ‘KathaGhoda isaso
there in our tde of folk. An unusud incident or
character hasbeen described in betweentheword
‘Katha Ghoda - Pani Pieg. But in the fied of
Odia Folk Drama, there is a tradition of
cdebraing aspecid function basing onthis‘Katha
Ghoda'. In ‘Nakai’, a folk drama of Uttar
Pradesh, a comedian gets an entry on the stage
stting ontheback of * Ghoda and he causes other
to hear comics about his favourite horse.

In Odisha ‘Ghoda Nata is atraditiona
fedtivd of Kabarta Being it beginswith full moon
day of month of Chaitra, is known as ‘Chalti
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Ghoda Nata . The Kaibartas are busy involving
inthe dramatill the eighth day from full moon day
of ‘Chaitra Masa . Getting their horses danced,
singing songs dong the village wide road, they
used to collect money and clothes etc. In some
places, there were gathering of severd parties of
‘Ghodanatal. Chudamani, within jurisdiction of
Basudevpur police station of Baasoredigtrict and
Goramati nearer to Bhadrak arethe placeswhere
gathering of partiesof Ghodanataisvery common
as a tradition. A horse from the ‘Bindhya
Mountain’ was got hold to Vyasadeva, the son of
Parasa and Y ojanagandha the daughter of
Kabartaas hewaswilling to play with the horse.
From that day the horse became a domestic
animd. For its memory, this is aimagination of
this Ghodanata

There is ancother legend/saying of usng
the Ghodanataiin theinterior areaof Odisha. Lord
Shri Ramachandrahad presented a Ghoda, being
satisfied with their behaviour for the fisherman
helped him crossthe* Sargu river’ at the time of
traveling totheforest. Thehorsewasat their hand
fromthat day and for kegping that day memorable,
after worshipping the Ghoda, the Ghodanata is
held on the full moon month of Chaitra

‘KabartaGeeta book of Achyutananda
Das, apoet of the age of five saints, is afamous
religious epicsin the part of the fisherman.

The creation of this Ghoda is mentioned
in this book. Lord was deeping in the leaf of
Banyan tree at the time of destruction.

He is named Kaibarta as he took birth
from the root of the ear of Lord.

Oneday atrout fish swalowed Dasrg in
the state of hisdegping. Tearing the belly of trout
fish, Lord rescued Dasrgj by virtue of his
meditation/ Y oga. So, Dasrg) and hisdescendants
meake fishing and make their livelihood. Chaitra
fediva is an auspicious day / fedtivd for every
Kalbarta society.
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