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It is essentia to point out that both presiding
deities-Lord S Venkateswvara of the saven hills
a Thirupati (A.P.) and Lord Sri Jagannath a Puri
(Orissa)-represent the same omnipotent and
omnipresent Almighty who is,

“ Purnamadah Purna Midam

Purnat Purnam Udacyate
Purnasya Purnam Adaya

Purnam Evavasiyate.”
(“Theinvisbleistheinfinite, the vidble too isthe
infinite. Form the infinite, the visble universe of
infinite extension has come out. The Infinite
remainsthe same, eventhough theinfiniteuniverse
has come out of it.”)

And

“Tad gjati tan naijate tad dure tadivantike,
Tad anterasya sarvasya tadu sarvasyasyatahyatah.”

(Itmovesand it movesnat. It isfar away anditis
vey near. Itiswithin dl thisand it isaso outdde
al this)

ItisUpanishadic verson of Almighty. He
is changeless Chaitanya Shakti from which ever
changing universe has comeinto existence.

Almog every Hindu, aleast in one of his
innumerablebirthsand rebirths, redizesand seeks
salvation. This is ultimate Jnanam. In fact
Upanishads mention the Almighty as Jnana
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Purusha or Jnana Shakti. There is no second to
this ultimate truth. Everything including you, is
“Swarupa Bheda’, i.e. manifestation of the
ultimate in different shapes. Thewaves of the sea
are“Swarup Bheda’ of seawater. Thewavesin
motion contain the same sdt water as the sea
which is steedy. The waves are bound to fal and
merge into the sea. Another andogy is different
gold ornaments-be it bangles, chain or ring etc.
are al “Swarup Bheda’ of the same gold.
Goldsmith vaues only the gold in the ornaments,
but not shape. Thisis Jnanam. He, who seesthe
samegod in everything inthisephemerd worldis
fit for sdvation.

But, however, dudity (dwaitam) exists
due to “Maya” which envelops this world.
Bhagwadgita suggests “Bhekti” Marga (path of
devotion) as one of the paths towards savation
to overcome Maya. In “Bhakti” you assume
yoursdlf to be different from Him. HeisLord and
you are his devotee, seeking bliss. Bhakti is full
of emotion (Bhavapurnam). The angle of
perception of the same ultimate truth is deviated
due to emoation of Bhakti. Hence worship differs
depending on the degree of feding intimacy with
God, the method of worship and the customsthat
are observed in temples are different from one
another. Thus the customs, the rituals, the
observance of different Pujas, car festivals and

1




Odisha Review <=

the idols a Jagannath Temple are unique and in
no way smilar to other Vaishnava temples. The
cusomsat Jagannath Temple coined in oneword,
“Jagannath Culture’.

Jagannath cultureisdifferent. Itisablend
of Aryan and non-Aryan culture. Primordial
peopleredizethe presence of ultimate by inginct,
if not by the knowledge, gained by reading
religious texts like Vedas and Upanishads. They
areinnocent and less materidistic when compared
to urban people. They identify themsdaves with
the Almighty. They offer food to god, if not with
traditiond orthodoxy.

Oneof theimportant aspects of Jagannath
Culture isidentifying Jagannath as incarnation of
Godwith dl characterigticsof human being. Thus
He is Purushotham.

The origind idols were ingaled a Puri
by the king, Indradyumna. According to the
ingructionsof Lord Jagannath Himsdlf inadream,
the king had sent one by name Vidyapdti to the
forestswherethetriba head by name, Viswabasu
wasworshipping Nedamadhab in asecret place.
(The entire story is not described due to lack of
space).

The shape and placement of idols on a
platform, known as “Ratna Smhasand’ attracts
Upanishadic interpretation of Ishwara. Lord Sri
Jagannathiswith hiselder brother, Sii Baabhadra
a hisright and in between them is placed ther
Sster, Sri Subhadra. Sri Subhadra has no hands
at dl, but one hand of each brother appearsto be
her own. Jagannath and Bdabhadra have two
hands each which are blunt without palm. None
of the three idols has legs, but rests on the base
of the wooden body.

Lord Si Jagannathisnot with hisconsort,
Lakshmi, but with his sster, Subhadra. Again
placement of the three idols is such that if a
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devotee gtands at the centre from a distance, he
will see full view of Subhadra and haf view of
Jagannath and Ba abhadra.

The dructure of idol of Subhadra, its
placement, and her sister relationship with
Jagannath, suggest that Subhadra is considered
to represent Maya. Maya, according to
Upanishads, makes her presence with Ishwara
a thesametime. Thuslshwaraand Mayacoexist
and they are inseparable. But Maya has an end
while Ishwara is infinite and hence He is
“anadianantam”. Maya exigs dueto “avidya’ or
ignorance of Jeevatma. Maya disappears or
vanishes if once jnanam is drawn on Jeeva. The
fact that Subhadra has no hands and it isa small
idol in comparison to other two suggeststhat she
has no independent existencejust likeMaya. The
whole Jagat isonly dueto projection of Maya. In
thismundane world we meegerly seethe presence
of God in the form of Dharma, truth, love and
humanity. Thisfact is suggested to the viewer as
he can seehdf view of Jagannath and Bhaabhadra
at adistance.

The Vedas say that God has cregted this
universe. But Upanishadswhich cameto uslatter
say that God has not created this world, but
Trigunas, viz. Satvic, Rgasc and Tamedic are
responsble for the emergence of this Jagat. The
Vasanas (impressions) in the form of pair of
opposites, such asgood and bad, siveet and bitter,
love and hatred which are experienced by jeeva
in the previous births, make room in the sub-
conscious. They with the help of *Chit” (mind),
take the shape of birth. Thus Mdina (impure)
Chaitania or in other words Chaitania, covered
by “Avidya’ (ignorance) isrespongblefor thebirth
of jeeva and entangle in the cycle of births and
rebirths, taking sorrows and pleasures astrueand
indulge in bondage. If this Upanishadic
interpretation is believed to be true, the fact that
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the idols of Lord Sri Jagannath and Sri
Bdabhadra, having no full hands, but blunt ones,
isvery well judtified. Literdly God hasnohandin
your karmic births, but He hdps to fulfill your
desires.

Krishnavatara appears at the end of
Dwapara Yuga. Even at that time, people have
no complete faith on God. There is a story,
regarding Sekshi Gopa temple near Puri. Two
Brahmin friends, in ther pilgrimageto Brindavan,
made avow before S Krishna, that if they would
be blessed with a daughter and a son separately
to each, their off springswould get married. After
having blessed so, the Brahmin of the boy had
not kept his word. So the father of the girl had
goneto Si Krishna at Brindavan with a request
to come with him to the village as a witness. S
Krishna had agreed to follow him but with a
condition that Brahmin should not look back. The
Brahmin, while walking, was hearing the sounds
of ankletsof Si Krishna When the Brahmin could
not hear the sound after sometime of hisjourney,
he got suspiciousand logt faith inthewords of S
Krishna and hence he looked back to verify
whether Sri Krishna was following him. As
Brahmin logt his faith, Si Krishna, who was in
fact following him, had stopped to follow and
turned to black stoneidol, now known as* Sakshi
Gopd”’

In Kai Yuga, the faith in God is further
deteriorated. Who iswaiting for God until justice
is done to him ? The growth of terrorism and
Naxdism is an example. How many murderers
are taking place every moment as a result of
revenge ?Lord Sri Jagannath and hisbrother have
no legs as you do not bdieve that they would
come to your rescue, but to those devotees who
havefathin Him. Heis Chaitanya Shakti or pure
conscious. |savasa Upanishad says,
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“Anegjad ekam manaso javiyo
N’ ainad deva apnuvan purvam arsat
Tad dhavato’ nyam atayeti .....”

(Though He is unmoved and undivided, He is
fagter than the mind and reaches before the mind
arrives. So He is beyond the grasp of mind.
Mightier Devatas, including Devendracannot get
Him.”)

Thefact that idols of Lord Sri Jagannath
and others, being devoid of legs, isirrdevant and
hence to have no legsis not impediment to come
to your rescue, provided you are having faith in
him.

The idol of Lord Si Venkateswara of
Tirumala is prepared from black stone in
traditional human form with Bhudevi and Sridevi.
His consort in Kdiyuga Avaara, S Padmavati
Devi is not with him a Tirumaa, but She isin
down hillsat AlameluMangapuram, near Tirupdti.

It is sad that people in Bhuloka were
suffering by the bad influence of Kali, as a
consequence of which injustice and false-hood
ruling theworld. Bhrugu Maharshi went to Vishnu
Lokato request Lord Sri Vishnu to incarnate in
this world to save dharma from the clutches of
Kali. Lord Vishnu at that time, had happy
moments with his consort, Lakshmi and did not
notice the presence of Bhrugu Rishi. The Rishi
got so much annoyed with Vishnu that he had
kicked Him on the chigt, saying that He, being
the saviour and sustainer of the whole jagat, was
merely spending time, while people in Bhuloka
were suffering from bad influence of Kdi. Lord
Vishnu, instead of getting offended and annoyed
with Rishi for having kicked him, prayed for
pardon and enquired whether histender feet got
hurted. The Lord Vishnu promised to take
incarnation in the name of Sri R.Venkateswaraat
Seven Hills Tirupati — Tirumda
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Again coming to Puri Jegannath, thereare
two unique cel ebrations, viz., Nabaka ebarautsav
and car fegtival. When two Ashadamonthscome
inacaendar year, old moolavigrahas (old idols)
arereplaced by newly madewooden idols (made
from neem tree). After transferring powers
(Shakti) from old onesto new onesby rituas, the
old ones are buried in the burid ground, outside
the temple premises, thus completely identifying
the god with one among us, reiteraing the fact
that any from in the Jagat is subjected to birth
and death. (Ja=birth, gat=passing away).

The annua car festival and preceding
ritudsarevery uniqueto Jagannath Temple. Every
year on “Jestha Purnima (full moon day in the
month of Jestha) the three gods are given water
bath intensdly, as result the gods are declared ill.
The temple will be closed for generd public until
dwitiyaday of Ashadamonth. During thesedays,
the gods are offered only pepper and other chera
moolicas (rootsof medicind plants) but not regular
anna bhoga (offerings of cooked rice).

On the dwitiya day of Ashada month
newly painted origind idols are taken out of the
sanctum sanctorum for car festival by a specid
ritua, known as, ‘ Pahundiyatra .

No where in any Vashnava temple,
induding S Venkatesvara Temple of Seven Hills
origind idols (Moola Vigrahas) are taken out of
sanctum sanctorum for the car festival.

Firgt Sudarshan Chakrain the form of a
pillar is taken out and kept in the chariot of
Subhadra Then Si Subhadra, beinginsmdl sze
and dso to give respect to the femde identity,
sheiscarried with handsand placedin her chariat,
Darpadalana. Sri Balabhadra and then Sri
Jagannath are taken out. It is very pleasant and
emotiona scene when these idols are brought to
chariotsamidst the sounds of conchesand metdlic
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discs while Pandas (temple priests) dance
ecdaicaly. The idols are tied with thick ropes,
held by some Pandasin front while some hold a
the back. When the idols are dragged forward,
they swing forward on their bases, smultaneoudy
Pandas &t the back, pull the ropes so that idols
dideforward without being toppled. Thisisknown
as‘Pahundi Yatrd . What awonderful sght it idl
Thegodsmoveforward whileswinging back and
forth as if they are nodding their heads in tune
with the mood of devotees.

The Bhakti of devotees, gathered inlakhs
in Badadanda (the name of the location of temple)
reaches crescendo. At this stage, the difference
between the god and devotees vanishesin such a
manner that they touch, embarrass and make
gestures and tak very intimately as if to ther
belovedsin love, forgetting themsdvestotdly.

At this stage the Bhakti leads to jnanam,
though these two are different paths of redizing
the ultimete.

Once Sri Rgagopdachari, the writer of
severd religiousbooksfor children, whilemaking
comment on “Bhaja Govindam” of Sri Adi
Sankaracharya, saysthat the paths of bhakti and
jnanam, though appear to be divergent, they
convergeinto the same ultimate. Bhakti isabelief
and bhavapurnam, transforming the mind with
ultimateredity, whilejnanam istotaly logica and
beyond it without any emation, rather you will
redize the ultimate in absolute Slence.

After the Lords teke their segts in their
respective chariots in the car festival of Lord Sri
Jagannath, an unique function, caled “Chhera
Pahanra’ takes place. Rga of Puri (even now)
who is deemed to be the firgt citizen of Utkd,
consders himsdlf asthefirst servant of Lord Sri
Jagannath. Therefore he sweeps three chariots
one by one with golden broomstick while
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sanctified water is sprinkled amidst the Vedic
chants.

Thisact of theking Sgnifiesthat heisonly ameans
(Nimithamatra) of serving the peoplein the name
of God, thusleaving hisego and submitting himself
to God inthe path of Karmayoga. Itisasuggestion
to dl who are a the hdm of affairsin legidaure,
executiveand judiciary wingsof our governments
to execute their work properly and perfectly in
the name of God.

The chariots of Sri Balabhadra, Sri
Subhadraand lastly Sri Jagannath are drawn by
devoteesto their birth place, (GundichaMandir)
wherethey stay nine daysand come back to their
origind templein areturn car fedtival.

In thetemple of Lord Sri Venkatesvara
a seven hills, there are no pardld rituds. The
moola vigrahas are never taken out of sanctum
sanctorum in a car festiva. Only utsav vigrahas
(idols) are taken out to a single chariot which is
not built every year. Venkateswara, in the name
of Maayappa, enjoy the chariot riding. Theidols
return on the same day. In Brahmotsavam, each
day Sri Mdayappa rides on a specific vahanam,
like Garuda vahanam, Adisesha vahanam eic.,
there is dso no Chhergpanhanra by the head of
the gate as in Puri. There is dso no change of
moolavigrahas asin Nabaka ebera Utsav in Puri
Jagannath Temple.

Further no devotee is alowed to touch
Lord Venkateswara or in any South Indian
Vashnava temples. But the practice of dlowing
any devotee to go into sanctum sanctorum and
touch the moola vigrahas a Jagannath templein

paticular timingsis prevaling.
In car fedtival aso peoplearealowed to
touch the origind idols. This seems to be very

odd practice especially to those who are
acquainted with the orthodoxy of Ayappatemple
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at Sabarimalai in Keraa State. Even women are
not alowed to enter the temple to have darshan

of Sri Ayyappa.

But everlasting redlity is that there is
nothing in this universe in which the Almighty is
not present. According to |savasya Upanishad,

“ Om, Isavasyam idam servam yatkin ca jagatyam jagat”

(Whatever there is changeful in this ephemerd
world — al must be enveloped by Ishwara).

There is nothing in this universe which
does not possess Almighty. The body moves
because of Him. If He is not there, this body is
dead. So whoistouchingwhom?ThisisVedantic
perception of God. But one thing, how to know
that a particular devotee, whether reached the
status of a*“Seer” who is expected to be devoid
of doership. (Katrutvabhava) and enjoyership
(Bhoktrutvabhava) and enjoys the status of a
“Sakshibhuta (a mere witness). People with
pseudo conceptsare many inthisworld. He, who
touches the idols of sanctum sanctorum must
redizethat heisnot doing so physcdly, but with
pure conscious where the mind is completely
subdued when heredly fed sthetouch of dmighty.

At the end of the day, after discussng so
much about God and practices in the temples,
what countsisonly the redlization of humanity and
love.

Since He is present everywhere
(Omnipresent), itisessentid to redize“thewhole
world is Swarupbheda of the same Almighty. So

“Service to humanity is service to God”
And
“Serve everybody and hurt nobody”

Prof. A.V.Pandu Ranga Rao, D/15, Middle Street,
Balgjinagar, Chromepet, Chennai-44.




