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Durgatemple a Kudapatna: A Study on
Art and Architecture

Introduction

The Durga temple of Kudapatna is one of the
important Sektashrines of the Prachi Vdley. Itis
located at the village Kudapatnain the Bdipatna
Block of the Khurdadidrict. ThetempleisStuated
about 5 km from Nidi on the left bank of the
river Prachi. It is built on the ruins of the earlier
thatched temple. The origind temple of Barabhuja
Durgawasabrick monument of the Prachi valley.?
The locd people say that the present temple has
been repaired in 1980s by the co-operation of
thevillagers Soitiscompletdy arenovated temple
of that locality. The temple consists of two
structures such as vimana and jagamohana. It
isbuiltin sand onesand bricks. Thistemplefaces
to east. Besides the main temple, two additiond
shrines are also erected inside the temple
complex. They areviz; oneisBhabakundaesvara
Siva and another shrine is of Lord Narasmha
The presence of Lord Svaand Lord Narasmha
in the temple complex suggedts that the temple
Steisaco-ordinating place of Saktism, Saivism
and Vashnavism. Redly, the Prachi vdley is
affluent with Durga images dl around. Durga
images of two handed to twelve handed spesk
about the evolution of Durgacult in Odisha®These
images arefrom the Pre-Gupta period to the 16"-
17" century A.D. * Among dl the extant Durga
images of the Prachi vdley, the twelve handed
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image of Mahisamarddini Durgaof Kudapatnais
a unigue image from the iconographica point of
view.> A modest attempt has been made in this
articleto highlight the detailed art and architecture
of the Durga temple of Kudapatna.

Art and Architecture of the Temple
A.Vimana:

The vimana of the temple is a pidha
deula and its height is about 25 feet from the
surface of the temple complex.© It has four fold
divisions such as pistha, bada, gandi and
mastaka. The pistha is about 2 feet high from
the surface of the temple complex. The bada is
panchanga type i.e. having five fold divisons
such as pabhaga, tala jangha, bandhana,
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upper jangha and baranda. All the component
parts of the bada are devoid of sculptural
embd lishments.

The central niches of the three sides of
the bada are housed with the parsva devata
images of Maha-Vairabhi, Maha-Sarasvati and
Narayani. All the sde deties are housed in the
nisha garbhakas (shrines), which are built in
same designs and height. Each nisha drine is
pidha order and it is about 15 feet high from the
surface of thetemplecomplex. Theloca devotees
have housed these parsva
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the head of Devi Maha-Sarasvati is carved with
a prabhamandala, which is designed by lotus
petals. The image Maha Sarasvati is made of
chloritestone. It measures 1 foot 5inchesin height
and 11 inchesin width. Goddess Narayani isthe
parsva devata of the northern sde. The four
armed image of Narayani iscarvedin lalitasana
pose on the double petalled |otus pedestal. One
of Her legs has kept on the pedestal and another
leg is pendent. She holds lotus flower in upper
right hand, lotusbud inlower right hand, shankha

in upper left hand and gada

devatas of the temple in
1990s. Maha-Vairabhi isthe
parsva devata of the
southern Sde. Thefour amed
image of Maha-Vairabhi is
carvedinlalitasana poseon
the double petalled lotus
pedestal. She displays
khadga in upper right hand,
abhaya mudrainlower right
hand, pana patra in upper
left hand and the lower left
hand possesses a chhinna
mastaka. The backside of
the head of Devi Vairabhi is
decorated with a ,
prabhamandala, which is [ =SS

inlower left hand respectively.
The backside of the head of
Devi Narayani iscarved with
aprabhamandala, which is
decorated with lotus petals.
Theimage Narayani is made
of chlorite gone. The image
Narayani measures 1 foot 5
inchesinheight and 11 inches
in width respectively. This
Goddess is being
worshipped by the local
people as Maha-Kali. Here
B.K. Ratharefersto animage
of Ambika in the sde niche
of the temple.” Now this
Ambika image is not found
preserved in the temple

desgned in full blown lotus
flower. The image Maha Vairabhi is made of
chlorite stone. It measures 11 inchesin width and
1 foot 5 inches in height respectively. Maha
Sarasvati is the parsva devata of the western
side. Thefour armed image of Maha-Sarasvati is
carved in lalitasana pose on the single petdled
lotus pedestd. She displays a circular indigtinct
object in upper right hand, abhaya mudra with
rosary in lower right hand, a full blown lotus in
upper left hand and varada mudrawithlekhani
in lower left hand respectively. The backside of
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premises.

Thegandi of the vimana isapyramida
superdtructure. It consists of two potalas, the
lower and upper, which contain 4 and 3 pidhas
respectively. Each pidha isdecorated withtankus
in al sdes. The centre of the upper pidha of the
lower potala is decorated with pidha mastaka
desgns in three Sdes except the front. A large
szed pidha mastaka design is decorated at the
centre of the front Sde raha paga of the gandi.
Deula Charini figuresand dopichha lions are
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completdy absent intheir respective placesabove
the gandi. The entire structure of the vimana is
plastered with modern cement.

The mastaka of the vimana consists of
beki, ghanta, above which thereisanother beki,
sila, khapuri, kalasa, ayudha (chakra) and
dhvaja. The sanctum preserves the large sized
image of Goddess Durga as the presding deity
of the temple. The twelve armed image of
Goddess Durgaiscarved in ugra postureon the
plain pedestd. She is piercing into the neck of
Mahisasura by atrident. Lion, the conventiona
mount of Goddess Durga is carved on the right
of the pedestal. Mahisasura, the demon is
depicted on the pedesta of the dab. The right
sdesx handsof Goddess Durgadisplay khadga,
lotus, trident, varada mudra, anindigtinct object
and the backsde hand isempty. The left Sde Sx
hands hold shidd, gada, bow, bdl, snake and
the backsde hand is blank. The image Durgais
meadeof chloritestone. It measures5feet 5inches
in height and 2 feet 3 inchesin width. Thisimage
is a unique sculpture of the Prachi Vdley in the
coastal-belt of Odisha. Observing the
iconography of the presding dety, Hansanatha
Sahoo remarks that the image is an art of the
Bhaumakaraperiod.? Anather goneimageof eight
armed Goddess Durgais a so found worshipped
on the left Sde of the presding deity. The eight
armed image of Goddess Durga is carved in
standing posture on the pedestd. This image is
made of chlorite one. The right sde hands of
Devi display khadga, trident, lotus or conch and
chakra whiletheleft sdefour handshold rosary,
bow, snake and one hand holds the hair of
Mahisasura. Lion, the conventional mount of
Devi is carved on the right of the pedesta. The
Mahisasura figure is depicted on the pedestal.
Theimage astabhuja Durga measures 3 feet 4
inches in haght and 1 foot 10 inches in width.
Obsarving thisDurgaimage, H.N. Sahoo remarks
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that the attributes of conch and chakra with the
upper hands and the lower right hand holds a
trident and the left hand drags the hair of the
demon is known as Durga-Madhava.® Besides,

thereis a brassimage of Mahisamarddini Durga
aso found on theright Sde of the presiding deity.

Thisimageis conddered asthechalanti pratima
of the presding deity. The image presiding deity
is adorned with the makara headed arch
supported by thepillar on each Sde. The presiding
deity isindaled on thesimhasana of 2 fegt high.

The sanctum has one doorway towards
the jagamohana hal. GgaLakshmi imege is
carved in abhiseka pose on the centre of the
doorway lintel. Navagrahas are carved in
standing posture on the architrave above the
doorway lintel. They are depicted with as usua
atributes in their hands. The right side base of
the doorframe is inserted with a stone dab
containing an image of Trivikrama

In the right sde doorway wall of the
sanctum is inserted with an image of Ganesha.
The four armed image of Ganeshais carved in
dancing posture on the back of mouse. He
displays broken tusk in upper right hand, rosary
in lower right hand, a pot of ladus in upper left
hand and parashu (haichet) in lower left hand
respectively. The image Ganesha is made of
chlorite stone. The backside of the head of the
deity is decorated with prabhamandala, which
isdesigned with lotus petd's. Theimage Ganesha
measures 2 feet in height and 1 foot 2 inchesin
width. Thisimageisbuilt inthe last quarter of the
twentieth century. The left Sde doorway wall of
the sanctum isfixed with an image of Karttikeya.
Thefour armed image of Karttikeyais carved in
sanding posture on the double sectiona pedestal.
Peacock, the conventional mount of the dety is
carved on the right of the pedestal. The lower
part of the pedestal isdecorated with lotus petas.
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He displays trident in upper right hand, abhaya
mudra in lower right hand, sankha in upper left
hand and bow in lower |eft hand respectively. The
backside of the head of deity is decorated with
prabhamandala. Theimage Karttikeyais made
of chlorite sone. It is about 2 feet in height.

B. Jagamohana:

Thejagamohana of the templeis aflat
roof structure and itsheight is about 13 feet from
the surface of the temple complex. It has been
built in 2008. The dtructure of the jagamohana
hasfour open doorways, two onthesouthern side
and one on each side of the east and north
respectively.

Lion, the conventiona mount of Goddess
Durgaisingdled  the centre of thejagamohana
hall. Inner walls of the jagamohana are
completey plain and are recently covered with
glazed tiles Two lion figuresareingaled on both
Sdes of the eastern doorway. They are acting as
the dvarapalas of the temple.

Additional Shrines

Besdes the main temple, there are two
additiond shrines aso noticed ingde the temple
complex. They are the shrines of
Bhabakundaesvara Sivaand Lord Narasmha.

A. Shrine of Bhabakundalesvara:

In the north-east corner of the temple
complex is occupied by a Saiva drine, which is
dedicated to Lord BhabakundalesvaraSiva The
dhrineisa pidha order structure and it is about
18 feet high from the surface of the temple
complex.

The centra niches of the three sdes of
the bada of the additiona shrine are housed with
the par svadevataimegesof Ganesha, Karttikeya
and Devi Parvati. Ganeshaisthe par sva devata
of the southern side. The four armed image of
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Ganeshais carved in ardha paryanka pose on
the pedestal. He displays parasu in upper right
hand, rosary in lower right hand, broken tusk in
upper left hand and the lower left hand touches
his belly. The backsde of the head of deity is
decorated with a prabhamandala. The image
Ganesha is made of sand stone. The lower part
of the pedestal is decorated with kalasa,
dhupadani, etc. Theimage Ganeshameasures 3
fet 5 inches in height and 1 foot 10 inches in
width respectively. Karttikeya is the parsva
devata of the eastern Sde. Thetwo armed image
of Karttikeyaiscarved in lalitasana pose onthe
pedestdl. He holds dagger in right hand and the
left hand lies on his secret organ. Peacock, the
conventiond mount of the daty isnot found carved
on the pedestal. Theimage Karttikeyais made of
sand gtone. It measures 3 feet in height and 1
foot 9 inches in width respectively. Devi Parvati
isthe parsva devata of the northern sde. The
four armed image of Devi Parvati is carved in
standing posture on the double petalled lotus
pedestal. The bottom part of the pedestal is
decorated with scroll work. Lion, the conventiona
mount of Devi Parvati is carved on the right of
the pedestal. Fema e sakhi figuresare carved on
both sdes of Devi Parvati. She holds nagapasa
in upper right hand, rosary in lower right hand,
ankusa in upper left hand and stalk of a lotus
flower in lower left hand respectively. The
backsde of the head of Devi Parvati isdecorated
with trefoil arch, makara head at the base and
the kirtimukha motif at the apex. Apsara figure
holding garland is depicted on both side top
corners of the dab. The image Parvati messures
2 feet 6 inches in height and 1 foot 4 inches in
width. It ismade of chlorite tone. All theparsva
devatas of the additiond shrinearehousedinthe
pidha mundi niches.

The gandi of the additiond shrine is a
pyramida superdructure. The mastaka of the
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dhrine consgts of beki, ghanta, amalakasila,
khapuri, kalasa, ayudha (trident) and dhvaja.

The sanctum preserves the Svalingam
within the Saktipitha asthe presiding deity of thet
shrine. The floor of the sanctum is about 10 feet
below the surface of thetemple
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pedestal. He holds chakra in upper right hand,
shankha in upper left hand. Thelower two hands
of thedeity are engaged to take out the entrails of
Hiranya Kashyapa, the demon. The backside of
the head of deity is decorated with elongated
prabhamandala. The image
Narasmha is made of chlorite

complex. Masonry steps of the
descending order are provided
for approach towards the
sanctum.

According to the local
people, thisshrineisearlier than
the present (renovated) Durga
temple of the complex. B. K.
Ratha has mentioned that the
Bhabakundalesvara shrine of
the temple complex belongs to
the twentieth century.2° On the
basis of the iconographical
features of the parsva devatas
(of the shrine), the congtruction
period of the
Bhabakundalesvara shrine is
earlier than the present
renovated Durga temple of the
Ste.

Thereisajagamohana recently erected
infront of the additiond shrine. Three bull figures
are installed on the open floor before the
jagamohana hdl. They are being considered as
the vahanas of Lord Bhabakundalesvara Sva

B. Shrine of Narasmha

Thereisanother additiond dhrinerecently
erected in the south-west corner of the temple
complex. It isapidha deula and isabout 20 feet
in haght. The sanctum of the shrine preservesthe
image of Narasmha as the presding deity. The
four armed image of Narasmha is carved in
standing posture on the lotus petal designed

stone. It is built in the last
quarter of the 20t century. The
doorway of the shrine is
completdly plain. The left sde
inner wall niche of the
jagamohana is inserted with
the Dasavatara pand of Lord
Vishnu while the right sde wall
contains the navagraha panel
are madein the same period of
the presiding deity.

Recently, a
natamandapaisbeng erected
by the village community.
Garuda, the conventional
mount of thedeity (Narasmha)
is ingdled on the floor of the
natamandapa. Mahavir
Hanumana figures are indtdled
near the four gateways of the temple complex.

Boundary Wall :

The temple complex is enclosed by a
boundary wall, whichis6feet inheight. Itismade
of modern bricks. The temple complex has four
entrances, one on each cardina direction of the
boundary wall.

Date of the Temple

Thereis no authentic record with regard
to the exact date of the original temple of
Barabhuja Mahisamarddini Durga of
Kudapatna. The loca people say that before the
present temple there was a thatched temple for
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the Goddess Durga. Here Hansanatha Sahoo, one
of the senior scholars of the Prachi Vdley, is of
the view that the architectural and sculptural
representation  brings back to 6" -7t century
A.D.1 Origind brick temple of Goddess Durga
was completely destroyed by nature. Theregfter,
athatched temple was rebuilt on the ruins of the
earlier one for worship of Goddess Durga. B.K.
Ratha mentions that the temple of Barabhuja
Durgawas built in the eighteenth century A.D.*2
Theorigind (earlier) temple of Barabhuja Durga
may be assignable to the later part of the
Somavams period or early part of the Ganga
period. The earlier thatched temple has been
completely renovated in 1980's by the co-
operdtion of the villagers.

Now thetempleis being managed by the
Panda family of that village.

Conclusion

Thus, it is known from the above
discussonthat the Durgatemple of Kudapatnais
an ancient Sakta shrine of the Prachi valey. The
present Durga temple is erected on the earlier
dilapidated thetched dhrine of thet Ste. Theorigina
Sde deities of the main temple are not found in
thetemple premises. The present par sva devatas
of thetempleareof thelast quarter of thetwentieth
century. Theiconographic festure of thepresiding
deity of thetempleisauniqueamong al the extant
Durgaimages of the Prachi valley. The additiona
ghrine of Bhabakundaesvara ingde the temple
complex suggedts that the origind ruined temple
of the Goddess Durga of the site must have been
earlier than the present additiond shrine of Lord
Bhabakunda esvara. The presence of Narasmha
drine in the temple complex remind us thet the
site of the temple is a coordinating place of
Sektiam, Savism and Vashnaviam. It indicates
that during the medieva period the Sakta cult in
the Prachi valley was closdly associated with the
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Sava and Vashnava faiths. From the religious
point of view, the presiding deity (Barabhuja
Durga) of thetempleiswell knowninthet locdlity.

Cong dering the sacredness of the Site, the Durga
temple of Kudapatna can be regarded as one of
theimportant Sektashrines of the Prachi valey in
Odisha
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