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Mahatma Gandhi :
The Editor & Journdist

Lord Linlithgow, the Viceroy & New Dehi once
sad, “Gandhi isthe biggest thing in Indid’.
Yes, Gandhi isunique.

He first came across a newspaper in
London, when he went there to study law. He
could hardly think at that time that he will be
associated with the newspaper world throughout
hislife

Hisfirg articlewas published in theissue
of February 7, 1991 under the caption “Indian
Vegetarian® in ‘The Vegetarian® the organ of
Vegetarian Society. He contributed nine articles
to this magazine depicting the diet, customs and
festivasetc. of India

South Africawhere he was thrown in to
thewhirlpool of palitics shgped him asaJourndig.
In aletter to the Editor of the Times of India he
wrote, “Publicity isour best and perhgpstheonly
weapons of defence’.

In October 1899, the Boer war broke
out. Gandhi participated in it with Indian
volunteers to serve the sck and wounded. He
shared his experience in the Bombay edition of
Times of India

To safeguard the Indian interest in South
Africa, Gandhi thought of a weekly because he
wanted publicity to arouse the public opinion
among the Indians saying there.
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He recorded later :

| believethat agtrugglewhich chiefly relies
upon internd strength cannot be wholly carried
on without a newspaper — it is also my
experience that we could not perhaps have
educated the locd Indian community, not kept
Indiansal over theworldin touch with the course
of eventsin South Africain any other way, with
the same ease and success as through the Indian
opinion, which, therefore, was certainly a most
useful and potent wegpon in our struggle. Indian
opinion wasreflected inthe publication on 4 June,
1903. The firdt editorid “ourselves’ was written
by Gandhi. The language was very smple and
the content therein directly appealed the people.

He wrote, “We need offer no gpology
for making an gopearance. The Indian community
in South Africaisarecognized factor in the body
politics, and anewspaper, voicingitsfedingsand
specidly devoted to its cause, would hardly be
consdered out of place : Indeed we think, it will
upply along felt want”.

The Indian opinion was the foolscap
sized, three column journd started publishing
South African Indian news and views. Through
the columns of the Indian opinion, he was
reproducing the biographies of great men and
women of the World, to inspire his fellow
countrymen.
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Gandhiji waswriting incessantly boosting
upon the morde of civil register. He said, “during
10years, that isuntil 1914, excepting theintervas
of my enforced rest in prison, there was hardly
an issue of Indian opinion without an article from
me.”

The Satyagraha struggle continued till
1914 and it could not have successful without the
Indian opinion. It awakened the Indians to their
rights and privileges.

Gandhi started newspaper in Indiawhere
hisideas-socid, palitica or economic aswell as
theplan of action to achievethose, were published.
The papers may be caled as views paper. Ashe
wrote, “ newspaper, if otherwise well edited, can
become amost powerful vehicle for tranamitting
pure ideasin a concise manner”.

Margarita Barns wrote in his book “the
Indian Press” assuch : “In India, from RgaRam
Mohan Ray to Keshab Chander Sen, Gokhale,
Tilak, Feroze Shah Mehta, Dadabhai Nargji,
Surendranath Banerjee, C.Y . Chintamani, M. K.
Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru, there is a
distinguished line of public men who have used,
and are using, the press as a medium for the
dissemination of their ideas of mora values”

Gandhi arrived in India on January 9,
1913. Journdism did not establish asaprofesson.
Advertisement was not playing that important part
asof today. Gandhiji wasnot only connected with
Indian opinion, he started contributing articlesto
other newspapers. In an aticleto Gujurati Dally,
“Hindustan” his views on the newspaper is
noteworthy.

He wrote, “In my humble opinion, it is
wrong to use anewspaper asameans of earning
aliving. Thereare certain spheres of work, which
are of such consequences and have such bearing
on public welfare that to undertake them for
earning one's liveihood will defeat the primary
am behind them. When further, a newspaper is
treeted as a means of making profit, the result is
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likely to be serious malpractices. It is not
necessary to prove to those who have some
experience of journdism that such malpractices
do prevail on alarge scde.

“Newspaper are meant primarily to
educate people. They maketheletter familiar with
contemporary history. Thisisawork of no mean
respongbility. It is a fact, however, that renders
cannot awaystrust newspapers. Often, factsare
found to be quite the opposite of what has been
reported.

If newspapers redized that it was their
duty to educate people, they could not but wait
to check a report before publishing it. x x x the
reporting of the gpeeches in Indian newspapers
is generdly defective. It is often observed that
newspapers publish any maiter that they havejust
to fill in space. x X X These newspapers cannot
escape criticiam merely because they save the
people, on the whole, it would be seen that the
existence of newspapers promotesgood and evil
in equa measure.”

Under the editorship of Gandhi an
unregistered newspaper cdled the “ Satyagrahi”
was published from April 7, 1919 protesting
againg the Rowlatt Bill. Subsequently, aband of
young Gujaratisstarted an English Weekly, Y oung
India. The editorship of the Young India was
offered to Gandhi, which hegladly accepted. The
Gujurati monthly the* Navgivan”, under thesame
management, was aso placed a hisdisposd. The
Navgjivan first appeared on October 7, 1919.
TheY oung Indiawas published after aday of the
Navgivan.

While editing Navgiban hewrote, “The
editing of Navajivan has been aperfect revelation
to me. Whilest Y oung India has little more than
1200 subscribers, Navajivan has 12000. The
number would legp to 20000, if it would but get
printer to print that number. It shows that a
vernacular newspaper is afet want. | am proud
to think that | have numerous readers among
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farmersand workers. They mekelndia...... The
English journastouch but the fringe of the ocean
of India s population.”

On the demise of Lokamanya Tilak on
August 1, 1920, Gandhi wrote an obituary inthe
Young India

It reads, “A giant among men hasfalen.
Thevoiceof thelionishushed ..... Hispatriotism
was apassion with him. Heknew noreligion, but
love of his Country .... His courage never falled
him. His optimism was irrepressble .... In the
battle of freedom, he gave no quarter and asked
for more.”

Gandhi was not only a journalist par
excellence, as an editor he used to advise other
editorsand journdists. He gave adviceto hisson
Manild, who was editing the Indian opinion that
“The editor has to be patient and seek for the
truth only”.

After hisreleasein April 1924, he wrote
aseriesof atidesinthe Y oung Indiagiving details
of hisprison life. When friends asked him to take
afew months rest, he sad, “editoria job would
be for him rather akind of menta recregtion than
atask”. Hewaswriting on dl subjectsnot merdly
politics.

He bdieved in the liberty of the Press,
when the Bombay Chronicle had to pay afinefor
adefamation suit, Gandhi wratean artidein Y oung
India, “Below the Bdt’. He wrote on August 7,
1924 : “The Press Law is gone only to be
replaced by new activities under the law of
Saditionand libd ... 7

The next paper Gandhi associated was
“Harijan”. The paper Harijan first gppeared on
February 11, 1933. Shri R. V. Shastry waseditor.
Explaining the term “Harijan”, Gandhi wrote, “It
is not a name of my own coining. Some years
ago, several “untouchable’ correspondents
complained that | used the word “asprishyd’ in
the pages of the Navgivan. “Agprishyad’ means
literary untouchables. | then invited them to
suggest abetter name and one of the untouchable
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correspondents suggested the adoption of the
name*Harijan”, onthe strength of itshaving been
used by the first poet saint of Gujarat.”

Why Gandhi hastaken up journdism and
editorid ? Gandhi wrote in the Young India of
Jduly 2, 1925. “I havetaken thejournaism not for
its sake but merely as an aid to what | have
conceived to be my misson in life” So he was
convinced that theaim of journdism was service.

Gandhi was not only a journdi, editor
but a great writer. No one has used the gtaff of
words on a massive scae than Gandhi. The
uniquenessof Gandhi isbeyond al quetions, and
is deliberate and a the same time fundamentaly
effortless merging of himsdf with the people of
India, in the modern Indian context, amazing.

Let us conclude with the great homage
paid by no other than one of the great creators
Rabindranath Tagore, once said about him.

"He (Gandhi) stopped at the thresholds
of the huts of the thousands of the dispossessed,
dressed like one of their own. He spoke to them
inthelr own language, wheressliving truth a ladt,
and not quotations from books. For this reason
the “Mahatma’ the name given to him by the
peopleof India, ishisred name, who else hasfelt
like him that dl Indians are his own flesh and
blood? In direct contact with truth, the crushed
forces of the soul rise again, when love came to
the door of Indiathat door was opened wide. At
Gandhi’s call India blossomed forth to new
greetness, just asoncebeforein earlier times, when
Buddhaproclamed thetruth of fellow- fedingand
comparison among al living creatures.”

As Mr. Louis Fischer commented, “He
was an editor leading hisreadersto therighteous
path. He was “Bapu” or father of al. He did not
like to be cdled “Mahatma’ and with his frank
gncerity declared the misson of hislife”

Souribandhu Kar, Plot No. 5012/ 5853, Gajapati Nagar,
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