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Tragedy of Trafficking in Odia\Women

Y e ancther haf an hour for thebusto arrive. The
village is in its dawn dumber. The people those
have to go to the town gather a the village end

busgtop. Thisistheonly busgoing totown. Amari,

ayoung girl of twenty isadso waiting the bus. She
is the third daughter, out of five daughters of a
drunkard father and adaily labourer mother. She
is the daughter of this dust, but other three girls
waiting with her are from nearby villages. All are
ready for the same degtination. Along with other
people, two middle aged men are walking
restlesdy inadistance. Both aretaking with each
other that, after thisbusjourney they haveto take
another busfor Bhubaneswar and from there, they
cantrave by train. Everything isto be done very
secretly and carefully. Amari's grandmother,

mother and few neighbouring shlingsare tanding
and sobbing slently by pressing clothes on own
mouths. They aregaring Amari with tear brimming
eyes. The solitude is speaking only ! The
amosphere is warm like a brida farewdl. But

Amari isslent, peechlessaswell astearless.

The bus gpproaches. The grandmother
brust out into crying ... 'Y ou may or mayn't return,
but | am sure no more| can seeyou!" Amari for
thelast timelooked at her grandmother'sfaceand
closed her eyes. The bus starts moving.

Amari ismarried ?

Mamatarani Subudhi

Amari issold out ?
Amari istrafficked !

Thisistheusud story of many of the poor
girlsof Odisha In Technicd language, thisiscdled
women trafficking. For last twenty years, thishas
become a trend and near about 48 thousand
women are being trafficked in last ten yearsfrom
rural Odisha. Y oung girlsor women arebeing sent
away from their floraand faunato an dien place
in search of livelihood. An Odia synonym of
daughter is'Duhita - which means, agirl isgood
for both Sdes parentd and in-lawssde. But today
agirl istreated asacurse. Shehasno placeinthe
society, if she hails from a poor, uneducated
background. Normdly, thewomen from poor and
backward socid hierarchy are more vulnerable
to thistrend. Our rich cultura heritage advocates
that where women are worshipped there resides
the God. Women are considered as honour of
society and Lakshmi of family. She cradles the
generation indde her womb. Thus woman is a
carier of culture. Then why thisinsulting business
of women likecattle ? The answer ismany faced.

The causes of women trafficking is deep
rooted. Firgtly, the socio-economic condition of
our society is respongble for thisinhuman trend.
Poverty makes man hdpless. As a hungry man
can do anything, likewise a poor man can
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compromise with his conscience. The poorness
has amulti-dimension effect. No parent wantsto
send away own daughter in pleasure; because our
socid system issuch that, children are considered
asold age asset of parents. The sons are treated
as essentid and immediate as in old age parents
stay with sons. But daughters are considered as
elegant and emotiona asset because, daughters
become more caring and sympathetic towards
own parents than the son and daughter-in-law.
But the cruel hand of poverty forcesthemto send
the daughter with trafficker. The second, but most
immediate cause of trafficking is dowry system
of our society. It is the socia respongbility of
parents to do the daughter's marriage. But the
cancer like dowry system has crippled them.
Neither the poor parentsdareto afford the dowry
market and buy abride-groom nor they can keep
the daughter & home. Thus marriage becomes a
mirage for a poor girl ! Our society consder an
unmarried daughter a family's falure, a sigma.
So the family becomes blamed and tries to get
rid of the daughter as soon as possible. Old
people say that, daughers are like ‘'ghee, if kept
for along day would spoil and dink ! So the parent
of a daughter is dmost compelled to marry the
daughter wherever possible, but if that is not
possiblethen send her with traffickers Thusfamily
men save their socia postion. And afterward, if
any wrong happens, they would say, it was the
girl'sluck !

And thirdly, the mostly practica cause of
thistrend isthe lack of knowledge or awareness.
These victims of trafficking are not educated or
exposed to diffeent developmenta programmes
of the government. Today, the government is
shielding a girl from her mother's womb as a
femdefoetusup to her full flourished womanhood.
But the rural uneducated women are not aware
of these facilities and become easy prey to
traffickers. Such girls only dream of marriage as
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anend of life, if it couldn't be materiaized for any
reason, they fed frustrated and assume own sdif
asadry leaf beforethefortuneswest wind. They
losether firmness, determination. Inthemeantime,
thevillage level broker of thistrafficking network
meets the girl's parent and gives hope of
employment and marriage. The worried but
innocent parents agree with the proposa asthey
assume it as aray of hope. By accepting these
offers they can safeguard their socid image and
leave the daughter in hand of her destiny. The
broker gives somemoney in advance and assures
alump sum amount on departure. Thusthefamily
is scapegoated and a girl's fate isfindized. Then
adate is fixed, the broker comes, pays the rest
amount of money and takes the girl like the
bridegroom never to return.

Once the woman leaves her ndive, she
IS under the captivity of the broker. The woman
loses her identity and like a puppet she goes on
obeying the broker. No more she is treated as
human being. Like daves, sheissold out to other
brokers. In Odisha, mostly women aretrafficked
to Uttar Pradesh, Jhans, Mumba and Delhi.

The fields of work of these women are
not equa. They are employed in different fidds
of life. Ther future is determined by the type of
broker who entraps them. The broker and their
network will determine how and where they will
be employed. In context of their fidd of work
these women can be divided into different
categories. Firdly, the mogt painful and pathetic
of dl isthe work of sex-workers. As we know
that, those smple and smpering women of rura
background comefor employment. They arenot
exposed to thejob of sex-worker. They think this
is an immord job. While entering into this job,
they die mentally and spiritudly many times. To
prepare them as sex workers, they are sexualy
exploited by middlemen ontheway. Asthey have
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no way to return, no other choiceto protect own
sdf, they unwillingly and forcefully enter into this
heinous job. Sex trafficking victims are generdly
found in dire consequences. They lead a nasty
humiliating life. They become prodtitutes- redizing
the society's sexua urges. Sometimes after few
years these women are seen affected by deadly
AIDS and die adog's degth.

The second category is the women who
aretrafficked for forced marriage purpose. There
are some placeswheregirl child ratio isdeclining
in comparison to boys because of girl child
foecticide. In some cases, the marriage becomes
a peculiar marriage. The man whom the woman
marriages, sometimes have hisown full flourished
families. But they marry the trafficking woman as
a guard-cum-servant of their framings. Because
they think, wivesare cheagper than servants. Again
in some cases, the man who marriesisaninactive
or disabled person who is not able to support
own sdf. So he marrieswoman who will earn for
him. And thethird category isthework of house-
keeper or maid servants. These group of women
work in rich people's houses and stay asadave
inmodern age. Sometimes, thesewomen are prey
to sexud violence or domegtic violence. After dll
whatever they do, dmost none of them able to
return to own naive. These trafficking girls or
women are sometimes used by human organ
transplantation racket. But mostly young boysare
preferred for this purpose than girls. And some
times they are used for cross border narcotic
business.

Trafficking of human being is not a new
thing. It isan offence againg humanity. Thisisthe
trade of people for the purpose of reproductive
davery, commercia sexud exploitation, forced
labourer or a modern day form slavery as
Wikipedia. The free Encyclopedia says, "The
United Nations Office on Drug and Crime
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(UNODC) explainsthisasHuman traffickingisa
Crime againgt humanity. It involves an act of
recruiting, trangporting, transferring, harbouring or
recelving aperson through useof force, coercion
or other means, for the purpose of exploiting them.
Every year thousand of men, women and children
fal into the hands of traffickers in their own
countriesand abroad. Every country intheworld
is affected by trafficking, whether as a country
againg trangit or destination for victims, UNODC
as guardian of the United Nations Convention
against Transnational Organized Crime
(UNTOC) and the protocols thereto, assists
dates in their efforts to implement the 'Protocol
to prevent' suppress and punish Trafficking in
persons especidly women and children trafficking
in persons protocol. Thiswas adopted by 'United
Nations in Paermo, Itay in 2000 and there an
international legal agreement attached to the
United Nations" Convention againg Transnationd
Organized Crime'. Thetrafficking protocol isone
of the three protocol s adopted to supplement the
convention.

Article 3, paragraph (a) of protocol to
prevent, suppressand punishtrafficking in person's
defines, Trafficking in persons asthe recruitmernt,
transportation, harbouring or receipt of persons
by means of the threat or use of force or other
forms of coercion of abduction, of fraud, of
deception of the abuse of power or of a podition
of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of
payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a
person having control over another person for the
purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shal include
a aminimum, the exploitation of the progtitution
of others or other forms of sexud exploitation,
forced labour or services, davery or practices
smilar to davery, servitude or the remova of
organs.

Onthismeaning of trafficking, it hasthree
condtituent eements.
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1. The Act (what is done) - Recruitment,
trangportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of
persons.

2. The means (How it isdone) - Threet or
use of force, coercion, abduction, fraud,
deception, abuse of power or vulnerability or
giving payments or benefitsto aperson in control
of thevictim.

3. The purpose (why it is done) - For the
purpose of exploitation which indudesexploitating
the progtitution of others sexual exploitation,
forced labour, davery or smilar practices and
remova of organs.

TheUNODC offerspracticd helpto date
is drafting laws and creating comprehensive
nationd anti-trafficking Srategies Apart fromthis,
it S0 assgs with resources to implement them
dates recalve specidize asssance including the
development of loca capacity and expertise as
well as practical toolsto encourage cross border
cooperation in investigations and prosecutions.

In view of the globa concern about the
trafficking, the government of Indiaprohibitssome
forms of trafficking for commercial sexua
exploitation through the Immoral trafficking
Prevention Act (ITPA). The prescribed pendty
under ITPA ranges from seven year to life
imprisonment. Section 366(A) and 372 of Indian
Pend Code prohibit kidngpping and sdlling minors
into prostitution respectively for awarding a
maximum of ten yearsimprisonment and fine for
this crime. State Government regularly conduct
campaign through their welfare departmentsalong
with police raid on brothels and sex rackets.
Section 8 of the I TPA permitsthearrest of women
in progtitution.
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Worried over increase of women and
children trafficking the Government of Odisha
framed comprehensive policy to prevent the
crime. "Anti-Human Trafficking Units (AHTUS)
are to be set up at Cuttack, Bhubaneswar,
Rourkela and Berhampur. Each unit will be
headed by DSP rank officers, one inspector and
two sub inspectors and six constableswill be part
of this unit. This unit will look into the trafficking
of women and children in respective regions.
Other Departments such as Labour Department
and Panchayati Rgj Department help the Women
and Child Development Department to end this
crime. These Departmentswill identify vulnerable
areas from where women are trafficking from
wesek financid background, prone to trafficking
would impart training to make themselves
economicaly sound. The Chief Secretary of the
State will be heading the Sate level committeeto
check trafficking. Then the Digtrict Collectors of
different districts are asked to look after the
rehabilition of rescued women and children.
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