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‘Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi’’ popularly known as ‘Mahatma Gandhi’ was born on 2
October 1869 in Porbandar, Gujarat. His father was advisor of the locd king of Rgjkot where he did
his schooling. His father died before he could finish his sudies. He at the age of thirteen married
Kasturba. Later in 1888 he sailed to England and decided to pursue the Degreein Law and left hisson
and wifein India It was in South Africawhere he first coined the word Satyagraha when he was the
head of Indian community in South Africa. Gandhiji returned to Indiain early 1915 and never |eft the
country but only for ashort trip in 1931 he went to England. Gandhiji didn’t know Indiaso well, onthe
advice of his political teacher Gokhae he explored India. After the disturbance in ‘Panjab’ i.e. the
JdlianawallaBagh massacre hewrote aletter to the head of Punjabb community and entered the freedom
struggle. On March 12, 1930 he and some of his followers set up a march to Dandi. They reached
therein April and Gandhiji picked up alump of natural salt showing a hundreds and thousands of more
people to bresk the British law of monopoly on production and sde of sdt. Gandhiji over the next few
yearsgtruggled for theHindu-Musiim rdaionship in India. The British created misunderstanding between
these two communities and thisled to violence and bloodshed. He took up fasts whenever therewasa
Hindhu-Mudim riot. Gandhiji dways followed the path of truth and non-violence which heped him to
make India free from British rule. During dl these rdlies, assemblage and fasts he was many times
imprisoned and hundreds of people who were hisfollowers were dso imprisoned. When Gandhiji and
Kasturba cameto livein apaace of Pune after afew months Kasturba died. Thiswas agreat blow to
Gandhiji and he was shocked. He aways believed not to speak bad, not to talk bad and not to hear
bad. These three things were shown by three monkeys which he kept at the entrance of Sabarmati
Adhram so that whoever comesingde will seethe statuesfirst. He dways did hisown work by himsdf.
He even spun the thread by a Charkhaand worethe dress made out of it which he advised dl to do. He
took araly and spread the words that not to use the foreign goods and foreign clothes. Many British
properties were set on fire by thousands of hisfollowers. He soon made the last call for Independence
of Indiaand said everyone to sacrifice their lives, if necessary for the freedom struggle. He coined the
phrase ‘Do or Di€ for the people and also said the British to leave India as quickly as possible. When
the time of Independence came on 15" August 1947 he was nowhere to be seen in the Capitd but
Nehru and the others who were present saluted him as the architect of Indepent India and the father of
our nation — Thelagt few months of hislife was spent in Delhi. On 30" January 1948 at 10 minutes past
5 0’ clock hewent to the garden where the prayerswere to be held. Thiswasthe place where Nathuram
Godse assassnated him. This was a terrible thunderstorm for the whole country and dl the politica
leaders.
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