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Shaktism During Bhaumakaras Period :
An Epigraphica Study

The higtory of Odishain 8" century AD marked
the rise of a powerful dynasty known as
Bhaumakaras. The Bhaumeas ruled for nearly 2
centuries over Odisha. The rulers established a
vast kingdom known as Toshdi. The kingdom
was extended from K ongodamandalain the south
to Dandabhuktimandala in the north. The entire
Odishainduding south-western part of Midnapore
digrict of West Bengd was under their sway.

From the available copper plate grants of their

family we come to know that sx numbers of
femaemembersof thisfamily ruled over Odisha

The epigraphic records of the
Bhaumakaras provide us with interesting
information about their reigious leanings. The
inscriptionsreved that the rulerswere votaries of
different religious sects, viz, Buddhism,
Vaishnavism, Saivism and Saktism. Under the
patronage of the Bhaumamonarch alarge number
of inditutions connected with different religions
flourished in Odisha. The cardind festure of the
religious history of Bhaumakaras is that the
members of sameroyd family were followers of
different religious cults.

The rise of Bhaumakaras was a notable
epoch in the history of Mahayana Buddhism in
Odisha. Therr rule dso witnessed the evolution
of Buddhism from Mahayana to Vajrayana. The
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Bhaumas who were mostly Buddhigtsin faith but
eclectic to other Brahaminical reigions and
introduced Tantrism and amalgamated the flow
with Shaktism, Saivism and Buddhism resuiting
theemergence of Tantric goddessand monuments
with Tantric method of rituas and worship.

From the Bhauma copper plate grantswe
assume that Shaktism reached the pinnacle of
glory during this period. We have evidence that
thecapitd Viraja(Jg Pur) wasacentreof Sakta
worship during this time. Viraja is one of the
traditiona Panchakhetras in Odisha dedicated
to Brahminical Panchadevata. Thetheoretical
interpretation of the Sakti cult inculcated in the
Vedas, Upanisadas, puranas etc. found
expression of mother goddess.

The peculiar feature of this period was
the intimate relation between Siva and Sakti
which is reveded from the copper plate charter.
The Baud Grants state that when Queen
Tribhuvana Mahadevi granted the village
Kottapura at the request of Sasilekha, the queen
of Mahamanddadhipati Mangd akdasa, infavour
of the templeNannesvara constructed by her. It
is described that one share of the gift village said
to have been granted for perpetua offering of
ablution, sandd paste, bali and charutothe deity
Uma-Mahesvara ingdled in the said temple.
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This proves the intimate relation between Siva
and Sakti during the period under discussion.

The Dhenkanal grant of Tribhuvana
Mahadevi speaks that she ascended the throne
like goddess Katyayani whose lotus like feet
were kissed by the heads of the feudatory chiefs
who bowed down with devoted loyalty.

The goddess katyayani, we have
presumed that the deity is no other than goddess
Virajain aspect of Sakti. According to Bhakti
Bhagavata the Bhojas or the Bhaumas were
devoted to Viraja and honoured the
Brahamanas who were Sakta Tantrikas. The
Kalika Purana mention that Lord Jagannatha
and goddessKatyayani werethe presding deities
of Odra. The goddess Viraja became a great
celebrity deity long before Lord Jagannatha of
Puri and lord Lingaraja of Bhubaneswar came
into prominence.

The Tdteli plate of Dharmamahadevi
describes that she was the femde Swan in the
assembly of kings owing dlegianceto her and as
the goddess Lakshmi in the heavenly garden
cdled Nandana.

A number of Matrukaimagesbdonging
to 8"-9" century AD have been discovered at
Jajpur and its environs. Of the Matrukas,
Chamunda gppearsto have beeninpecid favour
of Bhaumaage. One such imagewasingaled in
atemple of Jajpur by the Bhauma queen Vasa
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" devi. An inscribed Chamunda image has

tentatively been assigned to 8"-9™" century AD
of Bhauma rule. The inscription records that the
work of ingdlation of theimage of Chamunda is
of thequeen VasaDevi. Theinscriptioniswritten
as “Sddham Rajni, Vatsadevayah Kirttih”.

So the Bhaumarulersfrom the beginning
of ther rule, professed a sort of mixed faith in
which Buddhism and Brahaminicd faith were
strongly amagameated. It was due to their strong
patronization that the Buddhist as well as
Brahaminica inditution grew side by sde during
their supremacy. There was an attempt for
transformation, assmilation and integration of
different religions during the period under
discusson.
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