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Mystic Phenomena of the
Temple of Lord Jagannath

hen King Indradyumna, the King of

Avantee, wanted to know where the redl
Brahma was, he sent his minigers dl over India
to find out, but they returned without success. So
to Odishaknown asUTKAL at that time another
minister Bidyapati was sent. He was told by
the tribal people of Puri. “On the
beachinthe Nedagiri cave. Brahma
to be found”. He was being
worshipped by ther triba leader
Bishwabasu. So Bidyapati
cameand met the chief. But
inspiteof dl hisprobings,
no information was
divulged, no place was
even shown, so secret
and sacred was this
Brahma to Bishwabasu.
The minister was forced
to stay on for many
years. With the hope of
discovering this Brahma,
Bidyapati married the
chief’ s daughter Ldita

Afterward Bidyapati was stunned when
Bishwabasu would return from his worship of
Brahma. He gave Bidyapdti very finerice Prasad
and other delicacies, curries and fruits not found
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in Puri at that time. Biswabasu himsdf would be
smelling of heavenly camphor from his Ardti.
Bidyapati saw rareflowerstha werenot in season
in Puri a that time. So he asked his father-in-
law. “Sir, where did this fine rice and dl these
rare flowers come from?’

Bishwabasu replied, “The rice you are
getting is PRASAD offered to Brahma by
DEVAS of other planetsand theflowersareaso
presented by other beings from outer space who
come to see this Brahma.”

From this record of the origin of
MAHAPRASAD foundinthepam lesf
script NILADRI MAHODAYA, we
can ascertain quite dearly thet this
present day Jagannath Temple
is not only an attraction for
people of this world, but
for the inhabitants of
other spheres, or
LOKAS, aswel.

f When King
Indradyumna heard from Bidyapati that Brahma
was a Puri, he immediately went there and
wanted atemple built. Hiswish wasfulfilled, then
he wondered which deity was to be worshipped
there. He dreamt that a log of wood would be
floating near the beach. Out of thislog, the daties
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must be made. The dream came true. In
procession the wood was taken to the temple.
But again the king wondered. In which shape
should the deities be carved? Nobody could offer
the king any suggestions.

At last an old man came and offered to
carve the deties. He looked so old, like a man
about to die, dl doubted that he could achieve
success. When asked what hisnamewas, hesaid
emphaticaly, “My nameisVISWAKARMA, the
maker of theuniverse. | am from another world.”
People al around him laughed and thought that
the old man would be shown to be afool at last.
However, King Indradyumna assigned the work
to him. Viswakarma made three conditions:

1) Hemus bedosedinaroomwherehewould
work for 21 days.

2) Hewould not take food or drink during this
period.
3) Hemust not be disturbed.

Once this was agreed to, Viswakarma
entered the closed chamber. Everybody
suspected atrick, as there was no sound of any
carving. The queen also became suspicious,
thinking that the old man might even have died.
Out of great anxiety the door was opened before
the 21 dayswere up. Nobody wasthere, the old
man had vanished. Only avoice was heard. “Oh
King ! Worship these unfinished deties | have
carved. You have broken your promise. | came
from DEVALOKA only to make the full form of
the deities you wanted to have !”

It means the divine craftsman himsdlf
came down to earth to help makethe TRINITY
known today as Lord Jagannath, Lord
Bdabhadra and Mother Subhadra. They have
been worshipped in Jagannath Temple, Puri for
more than three thousand years.
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As these stories about the origin of
Jagannath Temple reved, Lord Jagannath is a
mystic deity. There are many phenomena
surrounding Him which cannot be explained by
modern science. Not only do sages, seers, and
people from different parts of the world cometo
see Him, but dso inhabitants of other spheres as
well. As he is considered the master of the
universe, He attracts al. There is documental
evidence to support many of these occurrences
in theform of eyewitness reports and objects | eft
by divine beings when they came. These events
are al'so documented in ancient epics, pam leaf
scripts, and in textswritten by scholarsand sages
of the past. Some are as follows :

1) MANIMA DAKA Soka (source unknown)

“ Rajadhi Rajarajeshwer
Ishwara Thakur, Manima !
Anantakoti Brahmanda,
| shwara Thakur, Manima!

Chaturdasha Bhubana
Ishwara Thakur, Manima !”

In the daily rituads of the temple, this
prayer isrecited a thetimewhen Lord Jagannath
retires to bed.

The meaning isthis

“Oh Lord Jagannath !
You are King of kings!
You are Master of many univer ses!
You are the Controller of all creation !”

The Khuntiaworshipper who recitesthis
Sloka then scatters flower petds on the beds of
the deities. After doing so, he a0 tosses petals
up into the ar to welcome dl the divine beings
who have comethat evening to observethisritua.

2) Kadachit Kaindi Soka by Saint Adishankar
in his Sanskrit verses “ Jagannath Astaka’
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“ Rama, Samvu, Brahma, Surapati
Ganesh Archit Padam
Jagannatha Swvami, Nayana Pathagami,
Bhava Tume’

Themeaningis

Even Godslike Rama, Shambhu (Shiva),
Brahmathe Cregtor, Surapati, the king of Gods,
Ganesh, the dephant god of Wisdom, dl of whom

belong to Devaoka, worship Lord Jagannath at
Puri.

3) Jatta chhaya Lokamatra
Tribhubana Janata Badhate
Na Tritap”

This means that the inhabitants of al
LOKAS, or spheres, are under the protection of
Lord Jagannath. This sloka is taken from
BRAHMA GEETA. (Writer not known)

4) from Kagpila Samhita

“ Sarba Rahasya Purusottamasya
Deva Na Janati Kuta Manusya.”

The meaning is that the mystery of Lord
Jagannath cannot be known by the Devas, so
what to speak of man !

5) from Skanda Purana

“ Byomatit Byomarupa Prakasa
Byomakar Byapino Byomarudha.”

Theglory of Lord Jagannath isdescribed
here. He can take on any shape. Heisaslimitless
as the sky itsdlf. He is even beyond that. The
whole cosmosof lifeisdivided into many soheres
or LOKAS. These aredescribed in the pam leaf
scripts, Lokabimarsa, Loka Tattwa and
Lokamimansa Aslifeevolvesfrom lower to higher
forms, consciousness becomes more
individudized and expangve. The man Lokas
are 21 in number. They are asfollows
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The Underworld Lokas

1) Patala, 2) Taatd, 3) Rasatal, 4) Bitala,
5) Mahatala, 6) Atdla, 7) Bhutda

The Earth Lokas

8) LOKA, this Earth, 9) Pitruloka,
10) Matruloka, 11) Pretadloka, 12) Bhutaloka,
13) Jakshaloka, 14) Swargaloka

TheHigher Lokas

15) Divyaloka, 16) Kinnaraloka, 17) Gandharva
loka, 18) Devaloka, 19) Suraloka, 20) Vishwa
loka, 21) Goloka

Paranormal events occur on earth when
beings from these other regions are present.
According to the LOKA they come from, they
appear in different ways.

1. PATALA LOKA

Thisisasphere of the underworld which
supportslifeon earth. Itissaid Vasuki, the sneke
who holds the world in proper balance, livesin
Patdaloka He comesto Jagannath Templeonly
a specid Darshan times. If he is present, there
will be aloud rustlein the crowd.

2. TALATAL LOKA

When inhabitants of this Loka come,
therewill beraysof light of variouseyed, or other
deformed persons. They carry flowers in their
pamsto offer to the deities colourswhich can be
seen by the naked eye. These beings come in
disguise of blind, lame, one-in the crowd thiscan
be seen eadly.

3. RASA TAL LOKA

If astrong wind passesthrough the crowd
and a hot place becomes cool suddenly, beings
from thisLokahave come. They often comedso
as children and sing loudly during Kirtan, even
though they know nothing about al these things.
They amilein the crowd after seeing the daities.
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4. BITALALOKA

Beings from Bitaa Loka come as birds,
athough not as vultures, who signify bad days
ahead when they are seen.

5. MAHATALA LOKA

Beingsfrom this sphere come asanimds
such ascats, monkeys, and dogs. Asdogs cannot
enter thetemple, if oneisspotted insde, itissad
to havecomefromthisLoka. If thishappens, itis
felt the food that day was cooked in an impure
way. All offerings must be stopped and the foods

prepared again.
Thisdogiscaled KUTAMA CHANDI.
He aways disgppears myserioudy.

6.ATALA LOKA

Sages and saints with long beards who
aredegp in meditation often comefrom thissphere.
They even wak into the temple with haf-closed
eyes. Only to look upon Lord Jagannath Himself
do ther eyes open fully.

7.BHUTALA LOKA

Those who sweep the temple floors,
make garlands for the deities, prepare the wicks
and lamps, make the earthen potsfor thekitchen,
and fetch the water are often from this region.
Their duties are not hereditary, but are done
purely for spiritual pleasure.

8. LOKA, thisearth

Ordinary people from dl parts of this
visible world come to Jagannath Temple with a
vast variety of wishes, both worldly and spiritud.
The word Loka means people. Before birth al
came from other Lokas, according to previous
habits and activities. They wish to go to higher
Lokas, by dint of their human birth. Ingde the
temple they come under the influence of beings
from these other spheres, who are also present
there, whether they are aware of them or not.
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Actudly, the very purpose of human birth is to
pass through al the Lokas by degree. It isaso
told in ancient scriptures of India that the gift of
human birth isthe greatest boon God gives. Inno
other Loka can abeing progress spiritudly. That
is why Devas and demonic spirits both long to
return to earth.

9. PITRU LOKA

These beings are the ancestors from the
father's Sde of one's family. They come to the
temple of Lord Jagannath at dawn when thereis
lessrush. If onefindsaman having asamilar face
to one sfather, he is from Fitruloka. If one feds
attraction to some unknown person, heiscertainly
related and has come down from this Loka.
Inhabitants of Pitruloka come to earth as human
beings.

10. MATRU LOKA

These beings givethe same sgns of their
presence here, but they are from the mother’'s
gde of ongsfamily.

11. PRETA LOKA

Those who commit suicide come to this
Loka after deeth. Thisisthe region of bad spirits
and beings of evil demonic nature. They come
indde the temple, but only to the outer portions,
not into theinner dtar of thedeities They criticise,
joke, and make noise or other disturbances in
spiritud gatheringsthere. Their comingissigndled
by abad smdll, like that of adead bodly.
12. BHUTA LOKA

ThisLokaissmilar to Pretaloka, only the
confused inhabitants here have taken ther lives
by poison.

13. JAKSHA LOKA

People in a crowd wearing gorgeous
dress are often Jakshas in disguise. They have
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come to this earth for worldly comforts and bad
moatives, such ashow to collect money fromthose
present in the crowd. They wear gold ornaments
and precious gems to impress others.

14. SWARGA LOKA

SWARGA means Heaven. Beings from
this sohere have this sign. In darkness there will
suddenly be light. Many people present may
experience a divine feding without any visble
reason at dl. Not flowers but petds only will be
found scattered on the floor afterwards.

15.DIVYA LOKA

When divine beings of this Loka come
auras of different colourswill fill the atmosphere.
Evenindarkness, these can be seen dightly. Some
of thetemplelamps (DIPAS) may be myserioudy
extinguished at this time. Beings from
DIVYALOKA do not comeinform, but only as
light and auras. There are other signs, but mortal
man cannot have concrete experiences of them.

16. KINNARA LOKA

When Kinnarascometo thetemple, they
come as dancing girls. They may be seen visbly
if one sthird eyeisopen. They areaght in number,
the ASTASAKHIS : RAMBHA, URBASI,
MENAKA, TILLOTAMA, MANJUJOSI,
ROCHIKA, MOCHIKA, and SUNDAREE.
They comeas DEVADASISdso, only to dance
before Lord Jagannath before He goes to bed.
They aredecorated in flowersonly, no ornaments.

17. GANDHARVALOKA

During devotiond snging thesebeingsare
always present, both inside and outside the
temple. They sngin chorus spiritua songsknown
as BHAJANS, meant only for the deities. If an
ordinary person’ssinging is especidly sweet one
night, or soft sweet music is heard in the midst of
slence, a Gandharva is present. According to
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NADA SHASTRA, there areten typesof divine
soundsthat may beheardinwardly, thetwo highest
being the sound of the flute and OM.

18. DEVA LOKA

Many gods come to Jagannath Temple
to pray every night, such as Indra, God of rain;
Baruna, God of the ocean : Vayu, God of wind;
Laxmi, Goddess of wedlth; Saraswati. Goddess
of wisdom. Thesign of thelr presenceiscomplete
tranquility and peacein the midst of ahuge crowd.
It would appear as if nobody a al was there.
After they go, flowers of different varieties are
usudly found scettered on thefloor of thetemple.

19. SURA LOKA

Surameans strength especidly the divine
grength of mother. Beings from this Loka come
to the temple during Darshan time known as
SAHANA MELA. They comein a big rush so
that the crowd is forcibly pushed aside for them
to proceed to the deities without any difficulty.

20. VISHWA LOKA

Thosewho comefrom VISHWA LOKA
think thet Lord Jegannathisjust likeahuman being.
Theworshippers of thetemplewho arein charge
of decorating the datieswith flowers, sandawood
paste and beautiful dresses and take great
pleasure in doing such spiritud things are often
fromVISHWA LOKA.. They seemto beworldly
with homes and family life like ordinary people.
But they are born to serve the supreme Brahma.

21. GOLOKA

From Goloka come Sri Krishna Himsdlf
and the Gopis. Even though there might be abig
rush indde the temple everybody will love the
gathering. All present will fed attracted towards
something unseen and smell soothing fragrances
al around. In the crowd therewill bemoreladies
thanmen. Mog sgnificant of dl everyonewill hear
amysterious sweet laughter in the air.
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There are other spheres of Lokas also such as.

1. Shivaloka-theabodeof Shiva(onnomoon
day)

2. Vishnu Loka - the abode of Vishnu (on full
moon day)

3. Brahma Loka - the abode of Brahma (on
Ekadas day)

4. Asura Loka - the abode of demons (on
Janmagtami day)

5. YamaLoka- theabodeof Yama, theking of
death (on Sabitri Brata day)

6. Nagaloka- theabodeof snakes(onKaliya
Ddan day)

7. Graha Loka - the abode of planets (on
Sankranti dayswhen the sun takeanew sgn
of the Zodiac)

On Rath Yara day every year, not only
do people come from dl over the world but dso
beings from all Lokas and planets. Lord
Jagannath’ schariot knownasNANDIGHOSHA,
is guarded by the following Devas :

1. TheHagby Hanumanfrom MahataalL oka

2. The Chaiot itsdf by a being from Bitda
Loka.

3. TheRopeby Vasuki from Patala Loka

The Whedls by Mother Vim da from Sakti
Loka.

5. The Entrance by Gatekeepers Jaya and
Vljayafrom DivyaLoka

6. The devas surrounding the Chariot being
Rama, Laxman, Krishna, Nrusingha,
Narayana, Chintamani, Yoga Maya, and
Kuberaall from Devaoka

7. The sages all around the Chariot being
Narada, Vyasa, Suka, Parasar, Rudra,
Vashigaand Viswvamitradl from Fitru Loka
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Thechariots of Baabhadraand Subhadra
are guarded by many divine beingsaso. Some of
the most mysterious phenomena reported from
time to time by the people of Puri, especidly the
worshippersof Jagannath Temple, areasfollows.

Not only do people from &l over the
world come to see Lord Jagannath, but so do
gods and goddesses. It is believed that these
devas are most fond of seeing the last ceremony
of the day known as Pahuda, in which Lord
Jagannath retires to bed. This occurs some time
after midnight. Three beautiful beds made of ivory
and decorated with the sweetest- smelling flowers,
especidly white jasmine, are brought before the
deities. Flowers are scattered al over the beds
to the sound of devotional music, and the
miniature golden forms of Jagannath, Subhadra,
and Baabhadraarelaid down onthebedsto deep,
actudly aminiature, Gopi Krishnawith Radhafor
Jagannath, and also the samefor Subhadra. Then
arati, the offering of a Dipa lamp, is done and
flowers are scattered al around overhead to be
collected by the gods and goddesses as atoken
of Lord Jagannath’ sblessng. Soitisasotheduty
of dl the godsand goddessesto be present at the
time of this ceremony every night.

One night goddess Charchika of the
digant village of Banki arrived lateto thefunction.
She was excused by Jagannath, who excuses dll
mistakes, but Balabhadra did not excuse her.
“Mother doyouthink that theritudsof thistemple
should take place according to your convenience?
Y ou have becometoo proud these last few days.
Get out ! You cannot come to see the Pahuda
ceremony any more.” In anger shereplied “1 am
not the proud one! You are the one who is
ogtentatious, being gorgeoudy dressed, bedecked
with roya robes, golden ornaments, and sweet-
ameling flowers. | have eight hands, but you with
no hands think you are doing everything. Who is
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the proud one? Y ou please let me pass so that |
may meet my Lord. Why are you ogtracizing me
for such a little offense? After that Balabhadra
became more angry and lost His temper. “Y our
misbehaviour to Bitarachha Mahapatra, the chief
priest is of grave concern. | am ordered by him
to prevent you from entering thetempleany more.
How can you go and protect ‘your area Banki,
even with your eight hands with wegpons, if you
havenodiscipline?’ Charchikareplied, “ Oh, then
please go and ask Him to forgive me! | will not
have any peace if | am deprived of the Lord's
vison. | will be happy again only when | am
redeemed.”

Charchika was left anding there at the
bottom of Bai shipabachha, the twenty-two steps
leading to the temple. The whole night was
passng and her heart became very agitated. It
was dmost morning. The Sevakas were coming
from the temple. Devas from dl corners of the
world had come that night, as was the custom
every night to consult with Jagannath, the L ord of
the universe. Now they were going out to execute
Hiswill. Only Charchikawas left ganding a the
gate. If a Deva neglects his duty, he may cause
harm to others and must be replaced. The sin of
too much pride is dmog irremediable. Just as
Charchika was remembering this, Baabhadra
came back with the sad news not to alow her
indde. Baabhadraddivered the message of Lord
Jagannath. * A proud Devashould not be admitted.
If you wish to redeem yoursdlf, render servicein
the home of Bitarachha Mahapatra, the head
priest to whose function you came late, and not
to me. Bitarachha Mahapatra alone can
exonerateyou, if he so desiresandispleased with
your service.” Baabhadra explained, “By the
practice of virtuous deeds an ordinary man
ascends upwards and may eventudly attain the
status of a demigod. Such a good soul may be
regarded as equal to God himself, but aly

QOdisha Review

i

because of his goodness, not his high pogtion.
Do you know this, Mother?’ Charchikareplied,
“Yes, | have done wrong. | mysdf will take on
thetask of serving thisman BitarachhaMahgpaira,
even though | am agoddess of the highest order.
Itistheright punishment for adegraded goddess.
I will be servingamanwhoishimsdf aservant of
Lord Jagannath. Let me leave this place before
others come out.”

Disguisng hersdf asayoung widow ina
white Sari, Charchikaleft the templefor the house
of Bitarachha Mahapatra. As she approached,
she saw the old man sitting on hisfront steps. So
she quickly covered her face with her Sari piece
and respectfully stood at some distance. Theold
man looked up and thought, “Who isthislady?|
can see only half of her face, but she looks so
young and radiant! | have never seen her in this
area before” Thinking likethis, he cdled to her.
“Mother, have you cometo our house or areyou
looking for someone in this neighbourhood. The
soft motherly appearance of Charchika made
Bitarachha Mahapatra regard her as a mother.
Charchika pleaded, “I pray that you accept me
in your house as a servant, as | have no other
means of surviva, Father. As | lay flat on the
ground before Lord Jagannath, He himself
ordered meto serve hereinyour house”. Theold
man was astonished and with tearsin hiseyes, he
answered, “This is your own home, you are so
likemy own mother. A son can never berductant
to provide shdlter to his mother.”

Thus Charchika became the maid-servant
of the head priest Bitarachha Mahapatra.
Gradually she became accustomed to the
household affarsof thefamily and took full charge
of the puja room hersdlf, cleaning the brass puja
aticles, changing the dress of the deities dally,
and lighting the lamps. So perfectly did she act
out therole of mother that BitarachhaMahapatra
hardly thought of his own mother, who had just
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recently died. Time passed. Bitarachha swifewas

old and ailing and so she was very pleased with
Charchika s hdp and good manners. Sometimes
people wondered about Charchika, Who was
she? Where did she come from? Sometimes
Charchikawould be overcomewith feding when
there was talk of Lord Jagannath, What was the
reason for this? They would ask her, “Why don't
you go to the temple and have darshan of Lord
Jagannath? When so many people comefrom far
away to seeHim, you are nearby and do not go?’
Charchika said sadly. “It is a matter of luck,
sometimes oneis not destined to meet him. | will
vigit the Lord wherever he showershismercy on
me.”

Oneday ahuge storm hit Purl with heavy
rain. Thewholetown was envel oped in darkness.
Bitarachha Mahapatra struggled to find his way
home and finally reached the door, knocking
loudly. Charchikaresponded anxioudy. “ Oh, what
atreacherous night to be out! When it fell dark |
lit a candle and sat waiting, expecting you at any
moment. That candlehasjust now goneout.” The
head priest had come from the temple and was
completdy rain drenched. He handed over the
Mahaprasad to Charchika and went to change
his dress. But there were no matchesto light the
candlein hisroom. Neither did he bring acandle
fromthetemple, asit wasraining too heavily. With
aurpriseheasked, “How did you light that candle,
when therewere no matchesand dl the neighbours
had dready gone to bed? Can you light another
one?’ Charchika replied, “Yes there is a way.
Allow me to light the room.” She immediatey
assumed her origind form. She Stretched one of
her legs to the top of the temple where alamp
wasburning and with it shelit the priet’scandle !

On s=eaing this divine vison, Mahapatra
amog fdl sensdess. He could not believe his
eyes. How could this maid servant assume such
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a divine miraculous form ? And so vast and

gloriousit was. The whole town of Puri could be
accommodated within the Space between her feet.

A deep sense of awe and wonder overcamehim.

Charchika came back to her norma form in a
moment’ stime, and the room wasllit. Mahapatra
fdt asif his eyes had betrayed him and he was
going mad. “Do not worry, father,” Charchika
said, Bitarchha Mahapatra fell before her,

pleading, “Oh Mother ! Please reveal your resl

identity. I will not leave your feet until you do s0.”

Such rare display of God's divine grace thrilled

the priest through and through. His body became

numb.

So Charchika disclosed everything to
him, especidly the reasons why she was cast out
of thetemple. Mahapatraexclamed, “ Oh Mother,
please go back to your origina abode. | will get
due permission from the Lord for your
reinstatement.” With such assurance, Carclka
disgppeared from Bitarachhd shouse. It was after
midnight, the rain had stopped. It was as if
everything had occurred in accordance with
God's plan. Charchika once again approached
the main gate of the temple and Balabhadra
offered her a welcome smile. Because of this,
Charchika redlised that one cannot retain even
his position as ademigod if he does not fulfill his
assgned dutiesand commitmentsfor theupliftment
of the world, for these are the duties of the
demigod. Lord Jagannath ordered, “I am now
very hgppy withyou. | will assgn you an additiond
responsibility, thet of caring for My own car during
Rath Yaéra, the great Festival of Chariots. Even
though theregular Sevakasaretheretolook after
N andighosa, you will be its Deva” Charchika
wasdlent and only nodded her head affectionatedly,
then left. It was dready morning and Bitarchha
Mahapatra appeared before the deities to offer
hisregular service,
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This event occured in the year 1368.
Before Goddess Charchika left the house of the
head priest BitarachhaMahapatra, sheasked him
what he wanted. He answered that he had no
demandsfor any worldly things, but only wanted
to see her again. She said, “Go to your Puja
room;” and then vanished. Hewent there and saw
protruding from the floor a framed stone image
of the Deva herself. Even today, some six
centurieslater, thisholy imageisthereand Pujais
dill being doneto it daily by the descendants of
Bitarachha Mahapatra, the head priest of
Jagannath Temple.

Many more mysterious phenomenamay
be given in this respect. Persond experiences of
worshippers and devotees can be given as proof
of the divine Ledas of Lord Jagannath in ther
lives. Lord Jagannath is not just a deity made of
wood but like a human being, He hears, but has
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no ears, He sees, but has no eyes. He speaks,
but has no tongue. He helps, but has no feet to
walk.

Lord Jagannath has Love for dl. He will
speak to anyone and come to the rescue of
anyone. He can even change on€ sdestiny asHe
guides us on the right path. Only we must have
the eyes to see Him, the ears to hear Him, the
handsto help Him ! Thisisthe only qudlification.
Then we have a heart to heart connection with
Him and in our smdl limited world we can know
Him.

- Jay Jagannath -

Somanath Khuntia, Manikarnika Sahi, Hazuri Lane,
Puri-752001.
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