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Zoology: An Extenson of the Indian Way of Life

For any lay person, Zoology may merdly be a
branch of biology which relates to the anima
kingdom. However, in the context of Indian
culture and Hindu religion, it transgresses this
narrow definition.

Let doneto an avid student of Zoology,
animds fascinate dl human beings in generd.
Each individud feds connected with &t least one
animal, beit in the form of religious reverence or
deep-seated fear. Although anima worship isnot
exclusive to Hinduism, the symbolism and
sgnificance attached to it is essentidly unique.
Admittedly, in the context of our country, animas
are impetuses for growth, conduits of unity and
love, and undeniable symbols of our culture. Even
the diversity of animas in a way reflects the
immense diversty of Indiaitsdf.

Hinduism is replete with examples of
animals as vehicles of our myriad gods and
goddesses, and a times asdeatiesthemselves. The
one-tusked dephant headed Ganeshisnotamere
veneraion of the eephant, but an undeniable
symbol of the nation itsdlf. The Matsya or fish,
the Kurma or turtle, the Varaha or boar, the
Narasmhaor haf-lion and haf-human are bright
examples of our rdigious tryst with animas.
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It is beyond the realm of debate that
animasoccupy avery dgnificant podtioninindia,
beit asincarnaions of deities, mythsand legends
or otherwise. Animasaso embdlishreligious art
and architecture.

Thecow istreated asamother to Hindus,
possibly because it gives milk and hence &kin to
amother. It givesalot seflesdy asamother, which
naturaly makesusfed very closetoit. Besides,
the cow’ smilk isusad for rdigiousrituasand rites.

Especidly in the context of Hinduism,
animals are believed to be manifestations of
divinity itsdf which isdosdy intertwined with the
cycleof Karma, whereinit isstressed that human
beings have progressed from animasdueto good
Karma in the past life and will be reborn as
animas for their bad Karmaiin the present life.

The Hindu belief of the sacredness of
animals is a dominant and beautiful aspect of
Indian culture. Hinduism has many animd deities,
modd|ed after theanimaswhich oneseesinone's
everyday life. We worship the monkey as
Hanuman and we respect even thetiny mouse as
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the vehicle of Ganesh. Shiva's bull or snake,
Saraswati’s swan, Laxmi’s owl, Kartik’'s
peacock, Durgd slion, Yama sbuffdo areonly a
few of an array of examples which can be given.
Daitetreya, who personifies Brahma, Vishu and
Maheshwar, has four dogs accompanying him.

Even in our socid milieu, animds are
consdered to bring good luck in different ways.
For instance parrots are considered as a sign of
fertility. Therefore, when peopleget married, walls
are painted with depictions of parrots, with the
hope that the bride and groom will have children.
Alternately, when a cat crosses our path or we
sight a single mynah, we consider it to be
inauspicious.
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Besides Hinduism, even Jainism,
Buddhism, Skhism and Idam dl intrinsicaly
connect with animasin oneway or theother. Itis
afact that only by comprehending the role that
animas play in dl agpects of Indian life one can
truly understand the universal essence of theIndian
spirit. Our cultureisextremely spiritud and hence
regpectsand cherisheslifeindl itsforms, animds,
birds, reptiles and insects included.
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