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Triba Communication Technology:
A Case Study of Kondhs of Kandhamd of Odisha

Ramakanta Mahananda

fAbstract: )

Tribal communication technology, bringswith it new characteristics which often expand the horizons
of information spread among the people of different tribe. Asmany partsof Indiaadopt the new technologies
of the information, the tribal people of Odisha do not too readily abandon their ancient and traditional
communication methods, which are not necessarily anti-theatricals to the Internet. As exciting as the new
technologies are, they do not always portend positive developments. The Odishan experience at adopting
information and tribal communication technologies is very instructive. Over the years, we have tried several
methods of technology transfer, adoption, copying and misstepsfrom the ancient and traditional technologies.
Today, itisdifficult to pinpoint how far we have gonein our drive to become atechnol ogically-devel oped state.
Whatever stage and type of technology that is imaginable in the whole country, (the internet inclusive) is
providedin Odisha. Thequestion really ishow extensive and what impact have thesetechnol ogieson thetribal
people and their economy? Surely our communication sector isnot as coordinated and developed asit should
be. But before vanishing the ancient and traditional communication technologies of it is now time to discuss

kand use it at the time of need to maintain a healthy society. )

Don’t embrace technology for technology’ s sake. Use
commonsense to determine when to use new media
and when to use more traditional methods. It’'s great
to have electronic relationships, but we always need
old fashioned human contact.

-Moshe Triwaks.
Introduction:

Communication is universa to dl human
beingsandiscentrd to our lives. Infact, it regulates
and shapesdl human behaviour. Dreaming, talking
with someone, arguing in a discussion, spesking
in a public meeting, participating in a traditiond
culturd function, escapefrom abeadt, derttothe
people a time of danger, reading of anewspaper,
watching televison, browsing internet etc are
different kinds of communication that we are

engaged in every day. It meanswe are congtantly
exchanging our thoughts, ideas and mationswith
someone or other ether to satisfy our physicd,
emotional or other needs or to get work done. It
is obvious that communication is an integrd part
of one'slife. In fact, society cannot survivein the
absence of communication.

Communication is more than mere
trangferring or transmission of ideas or thoughts.
It is dynamic process of action and interaction
towards a desired goal. Communication is,
therefore, a process of sharing or exchange of
ideas, information, knowledge, atitude or feding
among two or more personsthrough certainsgns
and symbols. Communicetion is vital for human
existence and for the progress of humanity. No
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person, group or society can exist without
interaction with others. Being a the heart of dl

social action and interaction, communication
functions as a relating tool that creates
understanding, facilitates work and strengthens
collective living among people. Rapidly, we
gpproach thefina phase of the extengonsof man-

the technological smulations of consciousness,

when the creative process of knowing will be
collectively and corporately extended tothewhole
of human society. Human beingsareengagedina
variety of communication process; intrapersond,

interpersond, group and masscommunication, the
last one being unique in the sense that it differs
somewhat from other forms of communication
because of a mechanical device interposed
between sender and receiver. Oneway to anadyse
communication is to present it in the form of a
modd. A modd is nothing but the mechanidic
perspective of human communication that
effectively tdls a a glance how it works. In a
communication process there has to be a sender

whose main intention is to communicate a
message; what to convey is his’her thinking

process, how to communicate a message is hig
her choice of right means or channd; and whom
to convey the message is hisher job to decide.

The sender aso needs to know the receiver's
regponseto the message, whether or notitisbeing
received as intended, Then only can the sender

proceed further with the next act of
communication and inthisway it goeson and on.

In this interaction process, there is an
interdependence of relationship among thevarious
variables of human communication.

Communication programme should dways be
planned and based on the needs of the target

audience.

PRIMITIVE TRIBESOF ODISHA :
The Kondhs:

Odisha is one of the most fascinating
ethnographic states of India. The Kondhs form
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numericaly is the largest group among the 62
tribes of Odisha. Customarily they were once
famous for their brutdl acts of human sacrifice
(Maria sacrifice) to achieve the end products of
bumper cropsand killing of infantsfor better yidd
of turmeric. Therearevarious sectionsamong the
Kondhs or Kandhas. Each section is
endogamous though origindly they hail from the
same Kandha community. The Dongria Kondh
of Koraput district and Kutia Kondh of Belghar
areaof Kandhamal district represent the primitive
section. The primitive sections are shifting
cultivators. The Dongria Kondhs are expert
horticulturists. Tatoo faced and DesaKondhsare
stled agriculturigts. Racialy the Kondhs relate
more closaly to the proto-Austroloid stock with
consderable Mongoloid admixture. They are
divided into two logigtic groupsi.e. Kui andKuvi.
However the primitive section of the Kondhs
communities are found largdly in the didtrict of
Kandhama and Koraput. Thedressworn by the
Kondhas is nat kegping with their environment.
They use some covering on the body, of course,
to withstand the cold, yet their way of life has
meadethem conditioned to theloca climatewhich
indirectly help them maintain their treditiona grab.
TheKondhswomen wear two cloths, onearound
thewa st up to the kneesand another for the upper
portion of the body. TheKutia Kondhs menwear
only loin doth. The Dongria men putson acloth
cdled “KODI”, 16ft inlength and oneft in width.
TheKondhswomen are very fond of ornaments.
Among theDongria Kondhs, thewomen beautify
themselves with hair pins, ear rings, nose rings,
and head necklaces. Wrigt-lets and ear rings are
used by the males of the primitive section of the
Kondh communities. The maestoo, liketo grow
long hair and tiethisinto aknot a their ngpeina
traditiond fashion. TheKutia Kondhstatoo their
faces and hands, whereas the Dongrias do not.
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They have well developed dormitories for boys
and girls among the primitive sections.

They arevery fond of drinking sdlgppam
juiceand dead palmjuice (Tadi). Locd herbsand
roots are added to the juice to increase its
acohalic contents. SometimesMahua flowersare
collected and liquor is prepared to meet the
requirement on special occasion. Liquor is
considered as food and at the same time a
ritudigic food to stisfy daties and oiritslt is
considered as a socia necessity by the Kondhs
and therefore consumed by them irrespective of
sex and age. TheKondhs are agriculturigts. They
generdly produce cash cropsliketurmeric, ginger,
mugtard, Niger, black gram, arrowroot etc. The
Dongria section of the Kondh communities are
expert horticulturists and produce fruits like
bananas, pine apple, orange, jack fruits etc. The
primitive section keep buffaloesfor sacrifice, but
the Desa Kondhs mainly use the buffaloes for
ploughing their fidd. Barter sysem is 4ill the
method of exchange among the Kondhs. The
Kondhsbdievein“ Dharani” the earth goddess-
the supreme being . Sheis dl powerful and the
highest of dl daties. Sheisrepresented by ablock
of stone erected in ahut. Sheis responsible for
the growth of vegetation and other produce of
land. She used to be satisfied with human blood
which was caled “ Maria” by the Dongria
section and “ toki” puja by the Kutia section of
the Kondh community.This custom has been
suppressed since long by the Bridtishers and in
lieuof it buffdoissacrificed a present. The Kondh
worshippersof ancestorsarecaled” DUMBAS' .
These ancestor spirits gppear in dreams when
they desire to recelve periodic worship. There
arevaiousdatiesand spiritswho are different in
different locditiesinhabited by the various sections
of the Kondhs. Apart from these spirits they
believe in the existence of ghosts. They are
controlled by shamans. They dso beieveinwhite
and black magics. They are fatdists and blieve
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in chance and luck. They celebrate various
festivas round the year for better yield of crops.
Two festivassuch asChaitraParab are observed
before sowing paddy and other millets and
“Meriah” or “Kedu” fedivd in the month of
February / March are the most important. The
Dongria Kondhs exhibit their talents in ther art
and crafts.

TheKondhsare Dravidian peoplebut no
mythology aslegend yet discovered which furnish
their origin or place of descent. They believe
themsalves to have exiged in Odisha from the
beginning. Their forbears were probably driven
from their homes or the richer lined plains of
eagtern Indiaduring the Aryan advance, preferring
hardship to loss of independence, it is through
that they wereforced up into thewild hill tracts of
the Eastern Ghats many centuries ago. Now the
Kondh people are spread out through eastern
region. Broadly, the Kondhs are divided into
mainly three groups depending upon their habitat.
The groups areKutia Kondhs, Dongria Kondh
and DesiaKondh. TheKondh peoplearesimple
in nature and very innocent. However, they are
living very smple way of life. Although few
Kondhs claim that they belong to Dongaria
section but most of the peopleidentify themselves
as'Kondhs' irrespectiveof their sectioni.e. Kutia
or Desia. Importance has been giveninthis paper
on Kutia and Desia Kondhs of Kandhamals of
Odisha. The Kondh (pronounced locally as
Kandha and spdlt earlier as Khond, Kond, etc)
areapopulation of primitivetribe of Odisha They
occupy mountainous areas of Centra-Southern
part of the sate. The Desia name is assumed by
thosewho liveinthe plateau, in the neighbourhood
of non-triba peoplewho improved their economy
and living condition. The Kutia occupies the
highland; practiced shifting or hill dopecultivation
in primitive method and live in poor condition.
The habitat of Kondh peopleislocaly known as
Kandhamd, meaning hills of the Kondh.
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Area of Study:

Theancient higtory of Kandhama didtrict
of may betraced back tothe 3"d Century B.C. It
finds mention as an unconquered Atavika fidds
in the Kalinga Rock Edicts of the legendary
Mauryan Emperor, Ashok. This mountainous
Atavika rajya unquestionably encompassed the
Kandhama region. Some historians are of the
view that Mahakantar subdued by the Gupta
Emperor, Samudragupta, in the 4h century
A.D.,during his Dakshinapatha Campaign,
included Kandhamd areaand heled hisvictorious
amy tothesouth from Kosala and Kural through
this digtrict. He defested some kingsin Ganjam.

The present Kandhamal didtrict is made
up with some segments of three erstwhile
principditiesof Boudh, Ghumsar and Khemundi,
reigned by the Bhanjas and the Gangas from
ancient times. Their reign came to an end when
the British came to this region in the nineteenth
century.

G. Udayagiri constituted the northern
fringe of Ghumusara kingdom of the Bhanjas.
They occupied this state in the %N Century and
continued to rule over it till 1835. The Bhanjas
could not put up with their interference and
aggressve éttitude from the very beginning and
they rai sed the banner of revolt frequently against
the British. TheKondhas and thePaikas forming
the Ghumasar army waged relentlesswars under
the able leadership of Dohara Bissoyi from 1815
to 1835. Deposing Dhananjay Bhanja for his
habitual recalcitrance the British occupied
Ghumusar on November 3,1835. Dhananjaya
Bhanja died a G.Udayagiri in December in the
same year as afugitive.

Baliguda region was under the Gangas
of Kandhamal, most probably from the 10th
Century and the dynasty ruled over these hilly
tracts till the 19th century. British captured this
areain phasesfrom 1830 to 1880 by subjugating
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some hill chiefs, who were the protégés of the
Gangas. Ghumusar and Balliguda regions were
under the uninterrupted reign of the Bhanjas and
Gangas, respectivey, for aout amillennium. But
the Kandhama area, which was part of Boudh,
witnessed a chequered history during the same
period.

Thepresent Kandhamd sub-divisonwas
an integra part of Boudh from time immemorid
till 1855. Theearliest history of thisareaisgleaned
from anumber of copper-plateinscriptionsissued
by the kings of the early Bhanja dynasty, that
reigned over Boudh and Kandhamal in the &h
and 9th Century. Their kingdom was known as
Khinjali Mandala. From the 10th Century to the
advent of British in this region, Boudh, including
Kandhamal, has been governed in sucecession
by thefollowing royd dynadties the Somavamss,
the Chindak Nagas/Telugu Chodas, the
Kalachuris and the Bhanjas. The history of
Boudh-Kandhama for 500 years prior to the
coming of the Britishrsis however, ill nebulous.

The Britishers launched a vigorous
campaign in these hilly tracts with the objectives
of annexing the areas to their empire and
suppressing the abdominable practice of human
sacrifice, then prevadent among the Kondhas.
The Britishers encountered stiff resstance from
thetribalsfor aprolonged period of 20 yearsfrom
1835 to 1855. As the Boudh Rga utterly failed
to curb the horrendous ritud of the tribas, the
Britishtruncated alarge area, wherethe Kondhas
were predominant , from Boudh on February
15,1855 and named this newly annexed territory
as Kandhamdl. After British conquest of Uttar
Ghumasar (G.Udayagiri area) and Uttar
Khemundi (Balligudaareq) theseterritorieswere
placed under the adminigration of the Collector
of Ganjam digtrict. These areas remained under
the control and admingration of the British until
India attained her independence.
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Kandhama remained aTahad| from 1855
to 1891 and it was administered by a TahasiIdar
under the direct control and supervison of the
Superintendent of the Tributary mahasof Cuttack.
In 1891, it was upgraded to sub-divison and
tagged with Anugul district. When the new
province of Odisha was formed in 1936, and
Ganjam was merged with Odisha, from the
Madras Presidency, Kandhamal became a sub-
division of Ganjam. In the wake of the
amagamation of the princely states with Odisha
in January 1948, Boudh and Kandhamal
condtituted the new didtrict of Boudh-Kandhamd,
with its heedquarters a Phulbani. Baliguda sub-
divison was added to Boudh-Kandhamal district
on 1.1.1949. With the secession of Boudh from
Phulbani district as a separate district only
Bdligudaand Kandhama sub-divisonsremained
with Phulbani digtrict, which waslater rechristened
as Kandhama in June,1994. The didtrict of
Kandhamal ranks as one of the most backward
districts of the 69 identified most backward
digtrictsof independent India. The proposed study
is conducted in the Nuagaon village of Kotagarh
block of Kandhamd digtrict. Kandhamal district
is stretched between 19'34 & 20’36 degree
latitudein thenorthand 83' 34 & 84’ 34 |ongitude
in the east, with an area of 7649 sq. k.m. It
constitutes 2 sub-divisions, 12 Community
Development Blocks, 2 NACs, 153 Gram
Panchayat and 2515 villages. Thetota population
of the district is 6,48,200 out of which ST
population comprises of 51.96 %. The
physiography of the entire didrict lieswith ahigh
dtitude zone with inter-spreading inaccessible
terrain of hilly ranges and narrow valey tracts,
which guide in general the socio-economic
conditions of the people and the development of
the digtrict.

The digtrict of Kandhamd is bestowed
with the beauty of nature. It has wild life, scenic
beautty, hedthy climate, and serpentine ghat roads
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for the tourists who need to relax and unwind. It
has atractions, like panoramic coffee gardens,
pine jungles,Ghat roads, hills and water falls,
virigin forest and typical tribd village life. Almost
66% of the land area of the didtrict is covered
with dense forest and towering mountains which
provide shelter to the inhabitants like Kondhas,
classified under the ancient Gondid race of proto
Augtroloid group, rich in green meadows at the
attitude of 2000 ft to 3000 ft, theterraced vallyes
thronged with these colorful tribalsinther naturdl
heritage, dancing and sporting hasitsown gppedl.
Kandhamd is aso famous for handicrafts such
as Dokra, Terra-Cotta, Cane and Bamboo
works. The region is proud of its rich cultura
heritage. Mauryan Emperor Ashoka mentioned
in Jaugada (Ganjam) edict about the people of
thishill tract as Atavikaswho practised their own
religion. The ghat tract of Kandhamd “Kainga’
was known to the travellers of Medieva history.
The tract was used for the trangportation of salt
to the Centrd India. Again the route running
through Daringibadi wasknownin history as Great
Military road discovered by Britishers who
happened to come over Daringibadi for pleasure
tripsto enjoy the natura beauty and cool climate
during summer.

Communication techniques of Kondhs of
Kandhamal can be divided into four main
categories. i.e.

(1) Ancent Communication Techniques

(i) Traditiond Communication Techniques
(iii) Ord Communication Techniques

(i) Ancient Communication Techniques:
Better than Shouting :

Communication beginswith language, the
digtinctive ability which has made possble the
evolution of human society. With language any
message, no matter how complex, can be
conveyed between peopleover alimited distance
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- within aroom or place of assembly, or acrossa
short open space. In modern times ‘town criers
hold an annua contest to discover which of them
can shout a comprehensible message over the
greatest distance. The world record is less than
100 metres. Already, at that short range, amore
practical dternative is to run with the message.
The invention of writing and in particular of
aphabetic writing marked amilestone in culturd
development. It provided humanity with a new
means of communication thet literaly inscribed in
stone the spoken word. Communication could
now span both space and time. Space, because
writing could be sent from one place to another.
Time, because writing could preserve the words
for generations to come. Since the art of writing
was discovered, nearly every form of writing
material has been used. Some were intended to
ensure permanence while othersweresmpleand
inexpendve but temporary. From the wax notepad
of the school boy to the grand inscriptions on
monuments, amost everything we know about
antiquity is derived from writings such as those
written on animals, vegetables and minerds.

Sone:

Stone was mainly used for writing on
permanent monuments and public buildings. The
writing on stone usualy requires the use of
hammer and chisel. The most comfortable,
accurate and hence productive manner of carving
goneinscriptionsisto hold the chisd in one hand
and hit it with the hammer held in the other hand.
Although this sounds like too simple an
explanation, one must consider that as most
people are right handed then there would be a
tendency to cut the letters from right to left.

Metal :
Sheets of metal were rarely used for
writing or are rarely found. For one, they were
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expensveto manufacture and secondly, the metdl
was often re-amelted for use aswegponsintimes
of war, S0 few sheets reman. More commonly,
bronze tablets and copper sheets were used to
provide semi-permanence and could be stored
more eadly than cumbersome rock.

Wood:

Theuseof wood asawriting mediumwas
grictly confined to temporary purposes and not
many such tablets have survived through antiquity,
as the cdlimate in Sate is not conducive to their
preservation. In antiquity, wooden boards were
used for digplaying public announcements. They
were whitened boards that could be sign written
and when the message became out of date the
board could easily be whitewashed and rewritten.

(i) Traditional Communication Techniques
of Subsistence strategies and Settlement
pattern:

Subs stence and settlement of the Kondhs
belongsto traditional communication techniques.
They used different techniques to settle down in
a place and searching for mode of subsistence.
Thesubsistance economy isemployed principaly
in connectionwith rurd sodietiesintechnologicaly
poorly developed countries and is often
synonymouswith theterm subs gencefarming and
subsistence agriculture. In the field of
Anthropology of application of the term to
primitive hunting and gathering society would
however also be meaningful as an economy
providing bare subsistence (M.J.Herskovits,
1940). Economy as the way in which resources
technology and work are combined to satisfy the
materia requirements of human beings and of
socid groups.

Settlement Pattern Techniques:

Every place there is a history of first
settlers like that of nomenclature. One area
became a place of habitations when a group of
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people migrated from one place to some other
places and settle down permanently. According
to the Kondhs of Kandhamd district, once open
atimethey wereliving onthetop of thehill. They
migrated from the top of the nearby hill due to
searching anew place where they lead a hedthy
life. The descent of the located Kondh villager of
the areawere Kutia Kondhs, who wereliving in
the dense forest; but now they are identifying
themsdvesasAdivas or Kondh. Another reason
of migrationisdueto poverty and their homeland
declared as reserve forest by the Forest

Department.
House Pattern :

The houses of Kondhs are of linear
pattern and the two rows of house flanked by a
wide street. The people liketo livein athatched
houses. The settlement of an individua is
permanent in his plot. However dl the houses of
the village are stuated line by line facing each
other. The housesarerectangular in shape. One
or moredoublerowsof attached houseface each
other in arectangular space.

The Roof :

Theroof ismade of straw. Thethatched
roof is congtructed with along bamboo beam at
the apex of theroof. To thisbeam bamboo clubs
areattached. Thesedticksareattachedinvertica
manner to the beam while other bamboo sticks
aretied to these clubsin ahorizonta manner. On
such aframe of bamboo beam with anetwork of
bamboo sticksbundles of paddy straw are spread
for making the roof. The roof is made of paddy
sraw. The roof is culminated by two dopes or
four dopes of every house.

wall :
In Nuagoan village most of thewdls are

mud, mud bricksand lateritic sone. Itisplastered
by mud, cow dung and clay. People decorate it
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by different colours, epecidly lightly red and
white. Thestonesare available nearer forest and
they collect it by themsalves. Thebricksaremade
by them.

Floor :

Thefloor ismade of stone chipsand clay
likethat wall. Itisplainand smooth. Thepeople
of Nuagoan plaster the floor by cow dung

everyday.
Doorsand Windows::

The door isessentid to enter in ahouse.
All mog dl the houses have only onein front side
of the house. Some houses have doors in the
inner dde. The inner sSde door usudly leads to
the storage house. The doorsare made of wooden
planks which are prepared from tesk wood and
Sa wood.  Some doors are made of bamboo
sticks dso. The windows are absent in most of
thehouses. But there are sky light found in each
and every house. Mogt of the houses are divided
into genera room, Starage room and varandah in
the front Sde and found neet and clean.

Vegetational area:

Vegetation area is located on the back
gde of the house. They raise boundary around
the house by some bamboo sticksor sal sticksor
beam and other materids. They cultivate chilly,
maize, pumpkin, papaya, cucumber etc in ther
vegetationa area.

Garbage:

Thepeopleof Nuagoan usegarbage. The
garbage areaiskept away fromthehouse. Some
arein the vegetation corner and some are nearer
thefidd. They throw the waste materids to the
garbage. They collect any types of tree leaves
and throw it into the garbage. The cow dung,
goat dung and pig dung are d o put in the village
garbage.
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Cow Shed :

Thevillagers of Nuagoan keep their cow,
goat and pig in acommon area. The cowshed at
alittledigtance from each house of their habitation.
The cowshedsared so Stuated inalinear pattern.
The floor is not polished. There is not found a
wall like their own house. The walls of the
cowshed are made of bamboo sticksor sal sticks
and the upper part of the houses are thatched by
paddy straw. The floors are made of either by
store or by dice wood adong with mud. There
are four pillarsin each cowshed. Asawhole the
cowshed is open wall in linear pattern. But the
goatsand chickensarekept inthevarandha. They
collect the cow dung every day and clean the
cowshed. There is a gate to enter into the
cowshed. The common cowshed of thevillageis
openfor dl. Thecow shed isseparated from their
habitation. The cow shed is dso made of in a
linear pattern and acommon placewherethe cows
areliving in thevillage

Gathering of Fire Wood & other Forest
Products Techniques:

Elements of food gathering economy are
dill prevaling in severd partsof thetribal belts of
Odisha. An example of this economy is found
among the Kondhs. Collection of firewood and
forest productsis an old practice and continuing
till now by the people of Kandhama. They learnt
the technique of collection of firewood and forest
productsby their ancestors. Both maleand femde
go to the forest for gathering purpose. In the
hamlet we can see more number of femae go to
the forest for collection of firewood. The Kondh
people of this digtrict are extremely poor. When
they have no work, they go for gathering of
firawood and collect the jungle fruit from the
nearby forest. They also depend on forest
because origindly they are food gatherers and
hunters. For the collection of fire wood, they go
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to nearby forest. They rise early in the morning
and take their breakfast before 7.30 AM and set
out for forest. They reachintheforest about 9.30
AM. Fromthat timethey engagethemsdvescutting
and collectingwood up to 5 PM. They taketheir
lunch a their during leisure hours. Cutting of fire
wood isdonein theforest. After cutting firewood
arebound in bundles. Onebundle containsnearly
15-20 pieces of wood which are brought to village
on their heed and shoulder. They prepare some
rope from the bark of few trees for their own
purposeand to sl intheloca market. Generdly
young male and femae are engaged in thiswork.

There are some rare roofs and tubers
which are not found anywhere except in forest.
Theseare very much liked by theKondh people.
They collect some roots and tubersfor medicinad
purpose. TheKondhsavoidto go to the hospital.
They mostly depend on medicind herbs known
to them. According to them if they will go to the
hospita it will be expensve and an atendant will
aways be required in the hospital.

Hunting Techniques:

From the ancient daystill the present era
hunting as an occupation isprevaent inamog dl
societies. The people or the group who depend
soldy on hunting and actively seek grain with
specialized technology are called hunters.
Anthropologists normaly apply the term hunter
only to the group who depend primarily upon
hunting game for their food. Hunting was
practiced asameansof livelihood sncelong past.
Before entering into the forest the hunters divide
themselves into two groups, one group Possess
their hunting implements and other group with
sometrap (phasa) and enter into theforest. They
make different kinds of sounds. Due to the noise
thebig animalsare compdled to run a thedesired
direction of the hunters and they easily kill them
with the help of bow and arrow. In the second
method they go to the jungle and prepare a
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platform of wood on the branches of thetal trees.
They cdl this platform as ‘Mancha’. From this
Mancha they shoot down the anima from the
height. The third method of hunting isby the help
of traps. They use various types of traps for
hunting different animals. Before the initiation of
hunting the hunter set thosetrap ready. Thenthey
go to the other part of the forest and scare the
animals by showing fire, beating drums and
making sounds by other methods when the
animals run away from one part to another part
they fal into the trap. Then they kill the animals
and callect it from thetrap. The fourth method of
hunting isthat they go to theforest a the evening.
In the jungle they conced themsdves behind big
rocks where water pools are there to which
animas cometo drink. When animas come they
shoot down. All the male members of the village
move for hunting expedition to the forest under
the leadership of a senior person among them.
According to hisdirection the group sart intensive
search of the game. After hunting is completed,
the leader orders to cut the flesh of the animas
and equal distribution of meat among al the
participants but actual hunter of the animal getsa
little morewith hisshare. For safe hunting purpose
they observe aspecid ritud in the name of forest
daty.

Fishing Techniques:

Fishing is practiced al over the triba
communities. Some people practice it for ther
livelihood and some have practiced it as hobby.
Kondhs of Kandhamd practiceit asther hobby.
They take it as a secondary occupation. The
people like to go for fishing in their leisure time.
There is no particular season for their fishing
purpose but they prefer specidly rainy seasonand
winter seasons. [N rainy season ponds, candsand
cultivated land become filled with water. It isthe
mogt suitable season for fishing. While they are
ploughing their land, the water become muddy
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and the fish come out from the bottom of the
water. They catch thesefish from the muddy water
of the cultivated land which is used for their own
consumption. In winter season, they go for
harvesting from the cultivated land and catch the
fish after harvesting the paddy. Besides fish they
caich big or smal tortoise and srabs for esting
purpose. Fishistermed as ‘Minu’ inthe Kondh
diaect.

Agricultural Technology:

Technology refers to socialy
standardized techniques associated artifact or
tools. Technology is usualy redtricted to the
technique of manufacture, maintenance and
manipulation. Some of the traditiond agricultura
implements 4ill persst. They are axe, hatchet,
sickle, yoke, plough, crowbar, wooden hammer,
flat basket etc. They get these implements either
from the nearby locd market and some of the
implements are a'so made by them. Rice being
the staple food of the villagers, they take utmost
care to the production of paddy. The possession
of paddy land isastatus symboal for the villagers.
The farmers a present, are encouraged to use
scientific methods of agricultura operations and
trying to produce more cropsfrom the same piece
of land. Agricultura production depends upon
timely rain, an adegquate water management <ol
conservation, modern technology ec. Thelifestyle
of the people of Nuagaon is agriculture based.
During the harvesting season the whole villageis
active as even the school going children give
helping hand in the harvest of cropsto their family
members. The cycle of agriculture among the
Kondh is not different from that of other
neighbouring communities. It starts with the
processing of the field during the month of May-
June just before the arrival of south-west
monsoon. Sowing isusudly doneduring Junewhile
trangplantation of paddy becomes necessary at
least once, during August and then they keep
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vigilant wetch on the fidd till the harvest in the
month of November-December. They cultivate
oil seedsand vegetable after theharvesting paddy.
Few people take up summer crops and summer

peddy.

There are two types of crops cultivated
by them, that are Kharif and Rabi crops, mostly
paddy belongsto Kharif crops& other Rabi crops
consst of ol seeds, pulses, green vegetables. Rice
being the staple food of the villagers, they take
good care of the production of paddy.

Thus in this study, an attempt has been
made for an ethnographic study of the Kondhs
with specia reference to their settlement and
subssence drategies Theagriculturd activities of
the Kondhs of Kandhamal have important
implication for subsistence of Nealithic cultures.
Wheat is necessary now is to make an in-depth
study of subsistence strategies of other ethnic
groupinvariouspartsof Odishafor understanding
the subs stence dtrategies of Pre-historic cultures
of Odisha

(iii) Oral Communication Techniques:

Thistechniquesof Kondhsbedongtother
culturd activity. TheKondh people expresstheir
cultura identity and digtinction in their socid
organisation, language, rituds and festivas and
adso inther dress, ornament, art and craft. They
have retained their own way of managing internd
afarsof thevillagemainly through twoingitutions
namely, the village council and the youth
dormitory. They believe that their life and work
are controlled by supernatural beings whose
abode is around them in hills, foredts, rivers and
houses. It isvery difficult to Sandardize the Gods
and spirits as their composition continually
changes when old ones are forgotten with the
introduction of new ones. The ceremonies and
festivas of the tribes can be classfied into two
groups, that is, those that relate to the individud
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families and those that rdate to the village as a
whole. The ceremonies and rites relating to birth
of achild, marriage, death are observed family-

wisewhereasthoserdating to various agricultura
cycle, eating of new fruits, hunting, etc. are
observed by the village community. Thetriba art
and craft digolay the aesthetic sengbility of the
tribals. Kondh dance is mostly confined to
unmarried boys and girls and free mixing of the
youthsisalowed during dancing. Thedancesare
performed especialy when the boys or girls of
one village visit another village. The dance forms
an item in the dally routine of the Kondh, when
the boys and girlsin their dormitories meet after
thedaystail. Thegirlsdancein linesand the boys
dance behind and in front of them. Thegirlswear
sareesin two pieces and bangles on their ankles.
They dance in rows, facing rows of boys who
sing songs and play on hand drums. Songsplay a
very important part in the dance. Specid dances
are performed during buffalo sacrifice, caled the
Kedufedtivd. Theartidic skill of thetriba people
is not only manifested in their dance and music
but also in their dress and ornaments, wall-

paintings, wood carvings and decorations, €tc.
Tribd weekly market or Hat plays an important
role of Kondhs of Kandhamal for their

interaction. They go to nearby village weekly
market to sdll their forest produces, vegetables,
rice, goat, buffalo, bullock, cow etc and buy for
them necessary household materids. In the local
market they meet other villagers and discus with
them about different culturd, socid activitiesand
agriculturd cycle. Apart from this, now few of
thevillagersareengaged in modern communication
techniques like uses of mobile phone, internet.

The forests, being mixed deciduous,
primarily havearich growth of SA trees Theplace
takes pride in its natural panoramic view — lush
greenwoods, clugter of hills, tranquil surroundings
with a rich endowment of flora and fauna and
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aboveadl, thetriba societiesdwellinginthisarea
The uniqueness of the stateistruly retained by its
tribal population. They continue to lead a rustic
lifestylein thelgp of nature. Thesetribal societies
embrace the section of people who understand
the meaning of living together and join hands to
work together to achieve any shared interest to
cater to the bendfits of their society. The tribd
groups athough have undertaken various forms
of odd jobs at present, yet their basic livelihood
depend on hunting and cultivation. In the pag,
thetribal land areaswere never surveyed and they
did not lead a settled life. Now the Kondhs have
adopted a settled life with agriculturad practice.
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