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In 1568 A.D. Orissa lost her
I ndependence after the defeat
and death of Mukundadeva,
the last Hindu king of Orissa.
Thefeudd organizationthat hed
prevaledin Orissabrokedown
at last and the peasant militia
wascrippled. TheMudimsthen
ruled thisland till 1751 A.D.
when the administrative
responsibility of Orissa was
shifted to the control of the
Marathas of Nagpur. At last,
during the Governor-
Generdship of Lord Welledley,
thelong cherished desire of the
British to occupy Orissawas
fulfilled in October, 1803A.D.
asapart of thetreaty after the
second Anglo-Marthawar.

The peopleof Orissa,
both non-tribals and tribals
woke up from their slumber
from the 16" century till the

in the forms of resistance,
protest andrebellionagainst the
authorities, only whenaforeign
trading company beganto rule
through exploitation and
opposed them socio-
psychologically. In the true
sense of theterm, theraising of
voices was to be treated as
freedom struggle of the people,
whichwasapart of thenationd
sruggle.

From the recorded
history of Orissa's freedom
struggleit isknownthat people
of different categoriesin Orissa
participated actively aswell as
passvely indifferent phases of
thefreedomstruggle. The 18"
century saw thefirst phase of
Rising against thealien powers
of northern and southern
Orissa. Innorthern Orissa, the
Raja of Mayurbhanja was a
powerful ruler. Heressted the
authority of the English
company strongly. In southern
Orissg, thedistrict of Ganjam
came under the formal
possession of the English in
1765 by a farman of the
Mugha emperor. The Rgjaof
Ghumusar gavefirst resgance
to theEuropean authorities. In
1767-68, RgaNarayan Dev of
Paralakhemundi rebelled
against the British. But
insurrectionary activities
continued in Ghumusar and

were completely suppressed
by theBritish.

Thefreedomstrugglein
Orissabeganimmediately after
the British occupation of it in
1803 mainly in the form of
armed resistanceto the newly
established political system.
Thismovement mostly between
1803-1895 was regional in
character occasioned by the
reactionsof the people against
theimposition of foreignruleon
them causing them extreme
hard-ship indifferent spheres.

Thefirg Risinginearly
19" century was seen in
Paralakhemundi. As the
supporters of the Rga broke
into rebellion, the British
authoritieshadto yield to the
people’ swill of being ruled by
their own Raja. In the
Ghumusar rebellion of 1801,
Raja Srikara Bhanja was
dethroned and the local
battalion caled Sbundieswere
disbanded in 1803 after
considerable disturbances
sincethey al revolted against
the British. Inthesecond phase
of the 19" century, in
Ghumusar, the Kandhas and
Savaras of the zamindari rose
up againg the British under the
leadership of DoraBisoi. The
chief am of therevolt wasfor
restoration of native rule of
Ghumusar. DoraBisoi carried
onthisresstancemovement ill

beginning of the 19" century Paralakhemundi till themiddle
and begantoraisetheir voice  of the 19" century when they
70
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he was imprisoned by the
Britishin1837A.D. Theregfter
hewas sent away to Ooty near
Madras where he died as a
state prisoner sometime after,
leaving behind agloriouslegecy
of brave and resolute struggle
againg the British.

In 1804, the Rajas of
Khurda, Kujangaand Kanika
rose against the British
authority. ThePrime mover of
thisrising wasthe minor Rgja
of Khurda, Mukundadevall.
But the real leader was Jaee
(Jayakrushna) Rajaguru, the
dewanandguardian of theRga
of Khurda and the chief
architect of this anti-British
design. Therisngwasruthlesdy
suppressed and an exemplary
punishment wasgiven to Jayee
Raaguru. He was hanged to
deathin 1805 and became the
first martyr of Orissa during
British regime who had
inflinching devotionto thecause
of themotherland. With hisfall,
the last ray of hope for the
freedom of Khurda from the
British control wasextinguished
and the historic fort of Khurda
also lost its importance, and
came to be recognized as the
lagt independent and important
fort of Orissa. The idea of
revenge got printed in the
mindsof the peopleof Khurda
which afterwardsculminated in
the openrevolt by the people
in 1817, thefirst of itskind in
Orissaagainst the British.

The first ‘spark of
rising’ at Khurda on 29"
March, 1817 was popularly
known asthePaik Rebellionas
only the Paiks or a kind of
militiaunder thelocd rulersrose
as a body against the British
authority. It was led by Buxi
Jagabandhu  Bidyadhar
Bhramarbar Ray Mahapatraor
Buxi Jagabandhu, the
commeander of thetroopsof the
Raja of Khurda. His chief
associate was Krushna
Chandra Bhramarbar Ray.
They were assisted by the
kandhs, savaras, panas and
other tribal people of Banpur,
Nayagarh, Boudhand Daspdla
and were encouraged by some
zamindars and supported by a
few Garjat chiefs. Therising
manifested general feelingsof
discontent and disaffection
among the people of Orissa.
The genuine personal
grievances of Buxi Jagabandhu
provided the spark to the
explosive situation and served
astheimmediate cause of the
rebellion of 1817. He, thus,
carvedthevengeancea thefirg
opportunity. The risng was
suppressed but the
insurrectionary activitiesof the
insurgents in other areas
continued on certain termsand
conditions. Hedied at Cuttack
on 24" January, 1829. His
failure, however, does not
tarnish hisimageasaleader of

the people. In 1827, Madhab
Samantray, the Dalabehera of
Tapangagarh, rebelled againgt
the British with the active
support of the people. At last
he was imprisoned but
subsequently released as the
authorities apprehended
disturbances againin khurda.
Thegpirit of insurrection goread
to the neighboring areas like
Banpur, Daspalla and
Nayagarh. The Kandhs of
Banpur along with the Panas
launched their sruggleunder the
leadership of Krutibas Patsani
and others.

Under Chakra Bisoi,
thetribal freedom struggle got
anew leaseof lifeand continued
at least for two decadesfrom
1837 to 1856. His rebellion
was also spread into various
parts of Orissa with
gpontaneous patriotic fedings
and fervour. Thelong yearsof
his resistance to the British
Government inthehilly aressis
a landmark in the history of
heroic gruggle by anindividua
against the mighty British
power. He remained as one of
those rare men who had left
behind him aromantic tale of
inextinguishable patriotismand
extra-ordinary bravery in the
annalsof history.

The Great Rising of
1857 triggered off at Meerut on
10" May, 1857 and it spread
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to other satesincuding Orissa.
Sambalpur in Orissawas the
most troublesome and
dangerous place which came
under theBritish suzerainty after
the death of theBhonsale Rgja
of Nagpur during the Third
MarathaWar. Thegreet patriot
and rebel hero of Orissawho
actively participatedinthe Great
Rising of 1857 was Surendra
Sai, the rebal hero of
Sambalpur, who revolted
against in the British rule for
sevenlong years, whilein India
it collapsed in 1858.

In Sambalpur,
Surendra Sai rose against the
British during and after 1857.
Rightly, Surendra Sai roused
the sentiments of his beloved
tribal  followers who
ungrudgingly helped him. Many
Zamindarsand common people
of Sambalpur supported himin
1857 against the rigorous
administrative measuresof the
Britishraj in Orissa. Surendra
Sa wasdirectly involved inthis
agitation. Therising, however,
cameto anend withthe arrest
of hisfallowerson 239 January,
1864. Findly, he died in the
prison of ASrgarh near Nagpur
on 28" February, 1864. “If a
patriot isamanwho plotsand
fights for the independence,
wrongfully, destroyed, of his
native Country, then most
certainly Surendra Sai was a
grest pariot.” Inthisconnection
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the Secretary to the Chief-
Commissioner of the Central
Provinces reported, “The
Sambdpur digrict wasperhgos
thevery lagt district in Indiain
which embersof disturbances
of 1857 were finally stamped

InAugust 1857, Rama
Krushna Samant Singhar, the
ex-Zamindar of Bdiain Jgpur
area, was reported to have
organized theK handaitsunder
his banner to rise against the
British asthe Company’srule
was about the cease. The
insurgent leaderswerearrested
on the charge of evil designs
and seditious conduct but
afterwards released after the
declaration of amnesty by the
British Governmert.

Chakhi Khuntia alias
Chandan Hajuri, a ‘ Sepoy
Panda’ of Puri by profession,
took active part inanti-British
activities being the guru and
family priest of thegrest leader
of the Rising of 1857, Rani
Laxmibai of Jhand and assuch,
he was probably in some
northern military cantonment
whenthe Great Rising of 1857
brokeout. Hewasarrested on
suspicioninBihar but asthere
was no proof of hisinvolvement
intherevolt, he was released
by theauthoritiesat Gaya. The
rumour of his death in north
India during the period of the
mutiny wasfalseand it became

very clear fromhisletter written
from Gaya to his brother at
Puri. However, in course of
time, inlocal tradition hewas
depicted asagrest fighter.

The second half of the
19" Century witnessed a few
armed resstancesof the people
against the British. Within a
decade after the mutiny, there
occurred two noteworthy
incidents like the ‘Naanka
Fituri’ of Khurda and the
‘Keonjhar Méli’ which were
the direct effects of the great
famine of 1866 in Orissa.

In May 1866, the
people of Khurda under the
leadership of Narayan
Harichandan rose against the
British asthey were hard-hit by
thegreat famineof 1866. Since
thedtuationbecamegrave, the
Government deployed Police
force to suppressit. By 1867
thegtuation cameunder control
andtherebdlling leadersfled to
the neighbouring garjatsto take
shelter.

In Keonjhar thetribals
like the Bhuyans, Juangs and
the Kolhas having been
oppressed socio-economicaly
and deprived of their political
and tradiitiona rights, started a
long-term struggleagainst their
feudal chief as well as the
British overlord in 1867 and
1868. Theleader of theadivasis
was Ratna Naik. Since the
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Situation was aggravated and
took aseriousturn, theBritish
authoritiesrequidtioned troops
from Bengal, Chhotnagpur and
thetributary mahalsof Orissa
to suppresstherisng. Atlagtin
1868, Ratna Naik and his six
associates weresacrificed for
the cause. Though the first
phase of the rising ended
abruptly because of inhuman
acts of suppression and even
hanging to death, the struggle
showed a path to the future
generation who revived the
movement two decades after.

The second phase of
the struggle in Keonjhar in
1890 under the leadership of
Dharanidhar Naik, a Bhuyan
by birth, lasted for 5 years. The
rising amed at abolishing Bethi
and other oppressive systems
of excaction. The Bhuyans, the
Juangs, and the Kolhas of
Keonjhar, Mayurbhanja and
Pallaharajoined the struggle.
| nterestingly, some of the non-
tribals particularly some school

teachers supported
Dharanidhar Naik inthisrising.
It was, infact, aunique event
in the history of the freedom
struggle in Orissa. Raja
Dhanurjaya Bhanja of
Keonjhar fled to Cuttack to
seek the help of the
Commissioner. Police force
were sent to suppresstherising.
Dharanidhara was captured
and wasimprisoned for seven
years. Later on, he was
released and led the life of a
saint and began to preach his
philosophy.

In the last decade of
the 19" century and particularly
between 1893 and 1895, the
last act of resstance movement
by the Kandhs was seen at
Nayagarh, Ranapur,
Khandapara and Dasapalla
demanding a change in the
administration and of theruler,
who was atyrant and corrupt.
Their rising gradually became
violent and uncontrollable.
However, it was suppressed

with firmness by the British
authorities. Thusthetribasin
Orissashowed theway to the
posterity how to fight against
thealiens Intrue sense of the
term, the tribals were the
harbingersof that great misson
inthe 20" century.

Thus ended the
resistance movement in Orissa
which happened to be a
landmark inthehistory of the
freedomstrugglein Orissa. The
movement wasmostly regiona
in character and hence cannot
be called asNational Freedom
Struggle. But as it affected
different partsof Orissaagainst
theegtablishment of Britishrule,
it can be taken to be the
beginning of the end of the
Britishadministrationin Orissa
infuture.
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