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Nehruin Orissa

Sddhartha Dash

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, thefirst Prime Minister Nehru visited Orissafor thefirst timeon
of Independent India, wasone of the greatest men 10th Nov. 1936. He was received by the then
of our generation. Hewastheablelieutenant and President of Ganjam District Congress

political successor of Mahatma Gandhi. Like  Committee Sri. Dibakar Pattnaik. Accompanied
Gandhi, hisGuru, Nehru loved and admired the by Pandit Nilakantha Das and Bhagirathi

people of Orissa. He had
visited Orissasevera times.
Below isgiven avery brief
account of Nehru's visit to
Orissa

Due to persistent
demandsof the Congressfor
freedom, the British
government ultimately
decidedto givelndianssome
ghareintheadminigtration of
provincesinthemiddle of the
third decade of the last
century. Asaresult, elections
were declared in 1936.
Mahatma Gandhi and dmost
all prominent Congress
leaderstravelled al over the
country to campaign for the

Mahapatra, President and
Secretary of Utkal
Provincial Congress
respectively, Nehru toured
severa placesof undivided
Ganjam, Puri and Cuttack
digtrict. At first headdressed
a small gathering at
Balugaon. Large crowds
gregted himat Athagedaand
Aska. To them Nehru
spoke onthepoverty of the
farmers of Orissa and the
oppression of the
Zamindars. He told that
poverty in India could be
eradicated by all people
joining the ranks of the

Congress. Nehru, despite Congressand t.)y support? g
severe mental agony caused congress cgndldates during
dueto the sad demise of hiswife Kamalain Feb. the elections. Then he

1936 travelled severa statesindluding Orissa. The  Proceeded to Sherguda. After a brief halt, he
Congress won the elections and formed  Proceeded to Berhampur. A meeting was

Government ineght provinces.

organized there where Nehru reiterated the
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Congress demand for Purna Swaraj. In the
Cuttack townhall, he addressed abig gathering.
He also addressed numerous mass meetingsin
therural pocketslike Bahugram, Jagatsinghpur,
Salepur and Kendrapara.

After alapse of long twelve years of his
first visit, Nehru cameto Orissafor the second
time on 12th April 1948. This time he was
accompanied by his niece Miss Rita Pandit
(daughter of Vijaydaxmi Pandit) and B.K. Nehru,
ICS, Secretary Works, Mines and Power,
Government of India. He was received at
Jharsugudaaerodromeby Governor Kalash Nath
Katju and Premier Dr. H.K. Mahtab. From
Jharsugudahemotored to Samba pur, got anidea
of the entire area to be submerged by the
proposed reservoir of the Hirakud Dam. Helaid
the foundation of independent I ndia'sfirs major
river valey project at Hirakud which subsequently
became the largest river valley project of the
world. Addressing thegathering thereNehru said
that the project would bring inimmense wealth
not only to Orissabut to theertire country. From
Sambalpur he cameto Bhubaneswar by air. On
13th April 1948 exactly at 10.20 AM in the
presence of avery large jubilant crowd Nehru
laid the foundation stone of Orissa'snew capital
Bhubaneswar.

In courseof hisspeech hesaid "thelaying
of the foundation stone of thisnew city hasbeen
atask after my heart. Construction is aways
welcome. To build acity issomething happy to
think of. Therecould not beagresater joy thanto
create. It is dmost god like to create. To be
associaed, therefore, withthe construction of the
city hasbeenathing | appreciate most."

Prime Minister Nehru'sthird vigt to Orissa
took place on 13th December 1951. Thistime
he was accompanied by his sister Mrs.
Vijaydaxmi Pandit. A largecrowd of distinguished
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personsincluding Chief Minister Nabakrushna
Choudhury and Utkal Congress President
Biswanath Dasreceived him at Jharsuguda. In
courseof hisspeech Nehru referred to the oneness
of our ancient country and her age-old secular
principles. He also pointed out the evils of
castelsm and communalism. From Jharsuguda,
Nehru proceeded to Sambalpur. Ontheway he
stopped at way-side villages, chatted with the
children and reminded the people about
Gandhiji'semphasison Village Industry. On 14th
Dec. accompanied by his sster Mrs. Pandit,
Biswanath Dasand Nabakrushna Choudhury, he
cameto Bhubaneswar where he motored round
the new town, and reviewed the progress of the
construction work of the new capital. Thenon
thesameday at Cuttack, headdressed agathering
of nearly one lakh people for long ninety-five
minutes.

On 8th May 1955 Nehru visited Orissa
once again. He came to Berhampur from
Bhubaneswar by a specia train. Thistime his
daughter Mrs. IndiraGandhi accompanied him.
For sometime, he stayed in the premises of
Khallikote College where hediscussed for about
an hour with AcharyaVinobaBhave, who was
already present there. Inthe evening of 8th May
he addressed a large gathering at the famous
Courtpetagrounds. Nehru stayed at Berhampur
for two more days. He participated in the
deliberations of the Working Committee of the
Congressand attended ameetingwhichwasheld
in hishonour by theloca Telgu association.

Nehru cameto Orissafor thefifthtimeon
January 13, 1957. His main purpose was to
inaugurate the Hirakud Project. At the time of
inauguration he declared " | dedicate this
magnificent project to the well-being and
prosperity of the people of Orissa". He further
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sad that Orissaaland of templeshad now anew
temple and init agod for thewhole country."

On28thMarch, 1961 Nehru vidted Orissa
onceagain. Inthemorning of that day hearrived
a Rourkelaardrip, where hewasgivenarousing
reception by alarge crowd. Thenheinaugurated
Rourkela Steel Plant which was the 1st public
sector sted plant of India Inhisinaugural speech
Nehru spokethat the Rourkela Steel Plant had
not only enriched Orissabut also enriched India

On 3rd January 1962 Nehru came to
Orissa. Heinaugurated onthat day Paradeep Port
whichisat present the degpest sea port of our
country. Inthisconnection it may be mentioned
that it was Orissa's great dynamic leader Biju
Patnaik, who despite opposition from severd
quartersamost compelledthe Prime Minister for
the establishment of Paradeep Port. The same
day Nehru inaugurated the 49th session of Indian
Science Congressinthe premises of Ravenshaw
College. Inhisinaugural addressheappealed to
the scientiststo spread scientific temper among
thepeople. A greet historian ashewas, the Prime
Minister reminded the audiencethe glory of the
ancient Kainganswho braved thestormy seaand
settled inthe South Asian Countries. Besides, he
also spoke on the virtues of democratic
decentralization of power.
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Jawaharld's last visit to Orissa was in
January 1964. Anunusually big jubilant crowd
greeted their beloved Prime Minister and his
daughter Mrs. Indira Gandhi asthey arrived at
Bhubaneswar on 5th January by ahdlicopter from
Tikarapada. Earlier onthat day at Tikarapada,
Nehru laid the foundation of amultipurpose dam
acrosstheriver Mahanadi and laid thefoundation
of Talcher Thermal Power Station. On 6th
January, 1964 heattended the colourful ceremony
of the 68th session of the Indian National
Congress, which was held at Gopabandhu
Nagara, Bhubaneswar. Most ironically Nehru
spoketherefor two minutes. Then suddenly, as
il luck would haveit, hefelt very tired and weak
withariseinblood pressure. Asaresult, for Sx
dayshewasconfined to abed intheRg Bhawan.

Nehru left Bhubaneswar, not to return
anymore, on 12th January, and by 1 PM he
reached Delhi. Hislast messageto the people of
Orissawas, "YOURSISA SMALL STATE, BUTYOU
HAVEA BIGHEART".

Siddhartha Dash lives at N4-205, IRC Village
Bhubaneswar - 751015

The Project consists of the following:

Didtrict.

\ form.

4 IRONORE PELLETISATION COMPLEX INORISSA I

Bramhani River PdletsLtd. (BRPL) isan Indian Company promoted by STEMCOR GROUPof U.K. It
isplanning to set up an Iron Ore Pell etisation Complex in Keonjhar and Jajpur district in the State of
Orissa, using Iron Orefineswith an investment of Rs.1485 crore. Thistype of plant for va ueaddition
tolron Orefinesisfirst of itskindin the State.

i) 4 MTPA Ironorebeneficiation plant at Tanto, Nalda of Barbil Tahasil in Keonjhar District.
ii) 4MTPA Iron Ore pdletisation plant & KalingaNagar Industries Complex, Duburi in Jgjpur

iii) Laying of 200 Kms pipdinefrom Barbil to Duburi to carry beneficiated Iron Orein durry

J
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