Lord Jagannath has camly ensconced Himself on
thethroneof pearlsin Hissanctoruminthe Grand
Templeat Puri. Seated on Hisright are Subhadra
and Balaram. Balaramisworshipped asHiseder
brother and Subhadraas Hisyounger sister. The
images havetheir respective esoteric 9gnificance
in Jagannath religion. Intheimport of ahigher
spiritual reasoning, the images represent the
intricate Siritua branchesof the cosmic creetion.
According to the Vishnavites, Baaram is the
mystical guiding force of Jagannath while
Subhadrais adored as the embodiment of His
enchanting ddusion. The L ordisthusfortified with
thedivineforcesontheconsecrated dter. Hehas
revealed Himself to the world asthe L ord of the
Universe, the primd vivaciousenergy behind the
celestial creation. Thisisthewholetruth about
thecult of Lord Jagannath, thecompositespiritud
cascade of all religions, all cultsand all faiths of
theworld. Theimeages of the Jagannath pantheon
are shrouded inmyriad divine mysteries. Surely
to this end, the image of Subhadra is more
intimately directed withadivine significance than
the other periphera duties of the Grand Temple.

It needsto be mentioned inthisconnection
that during the period from 7th century AD to
12th century AD, the Hindu scripturesdid not
have any direct reference to Balabhadra and
Subhadra as the co-deities in the Jagannath
pantheon. Jagannath Dham was however
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described inthescripturesas Purusottam K hetra.
The mode of worship over here was entirely
dedicated to Lord Jagannath as Purusottam
Bhagawan. In 1110 AD, Chodaganga Dev
conquered Orissa. After thisachievement, hismain
mission was to revive the dilapidated Grand
Temple at Puri. He considered this as a noble
work of his career. At last, he constructed a
massive temple in the place of the dilapidated
shrine. The new temple exhibited the emperor's
close affinity with theworship of Lord Jagannath.
The king by then had been converted to
Vaishnavism by Ramanandacharya. He
worshipped Jagannath Mahaprabhu inthedivine
likeness of Lord Krishna

During thetime of ChodagangaDev, only
Lord Jagannath was being worshipped on the
Ratnavedi inthe Grand Temple, Puri. Therewas
no mention of other deities sanctified by side of
Jagannath M ahaprabhu at that time. Thisfact had
found mentionin theroyal inscriptionsmeant to
eulogize the achievementsof Chodaganga Dev
during hisreign.

However, we get a reference from the
Skanda Purana (Utkal Khanda), writtenin 14th
century AD about the sacred consecration of
Baabhadraand Subhadraasthe co-deitiesof the
manifold Lord. Subhadra was stated to be no
different from Mahalaxmi in this scripture.
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However, thepopular view inthisconnectionheld
Subhadra as the sister of Balabhadra and
Jagannath. Proponents of the Trimurty Worship
are of opinionthat, whatever bethe viewpoints
of others onthisscore, onethingwasclear from
theideology of the Jagannath pantheonthat the
three images as consecrated on the Ratnavedi
were sacramentally adapted, inal probability, to
thedivine systemsof different religionsand sects
of theworld. Inthis sense, Jagannath cult was
adored asacomposite spiritual doctrine.

Thereisanother view inthisconnection.
Subhadra, as a divine force of delusion, had
secured her place alright in the Hindu pantheon
even prior to 14th century AD. She was
worshipped prior to thisperiod asthe activating
esoteric energy of the SupremeLord, theEterna
Cause of creation, preservation and destruction
of thevast universe. Inthe Grand Temple, she
had found her placeinthe middle of Balabhadra
and Jagannath and worshipped in different forms
and mannersconforming to thedivine symbolsof
different cults and faiths under its composite
Soiritud sysem. It isstated inthestoneinscriptions
of 1225AD that the three deities were being
worshipped inthe Grand Temple inthe divine
names of Hali, Chakri and Subhadra. Thiswas
duringthereignof AnangaBhimaDev-111. During
the rule of Bhanu Dev-I (1264-1378 AD),
Basudev Temple (constructed during the 13th
century) also contained on itswallstheimages of
Subhadraand her two brothersand admitted the
concept of Tridev worship in Orissa.

The images represented then different
religions and sects according to the mode of
worship carried through different incantations.
Hencewhat wasimportant inthe Grand Temple
wasthe mode of worship that took placeinthe
gpiritual order of the divine shrine. While the
images remained the same, they represented
different religious symbols according to the
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rendering of Mantrasin the procedure of divine
adoration even sometimeduring 13th century AD.

In Adivasi culture too, there were
referencesto Tridev worship. But thedeitieswere
known as Jakeri Penu, Tana Penu and Murbi
Penu. Inthewordsof Pandit Suryanarayan Dash,
the three deities, as the main divine forces,
represented the spiritua culture of the Adivass.
TanaPenuwasafemdedeity. Shewasvenerated
by the Adivasis as the supreme divine force of
prosperity and plentitude on earth. Shewasaso
believed asthe paramount Yogamaya Sakti, the
peerlessforceof divine delusoninthe matter of
creation, preservation and devastation of the
universe. The deitieswere worshipped under a
roof whichtoo had areligioussignificancein the
procedure of divine adoration. Murabi Penuwas
worshipped asthebrother of TanaPenu. Hewas
placed ontheright of TanaPenu. Thereisalegend
intheAdivas culturethat once TanaPenuwas
crosswithhuman beingsin generd for their horrific
behavior intheir usua way of life. Overwhelmed
by her outrageousfury, TanaPenu assumed the
form of a divine devastator and went on
degtroying the cosmiccreation. The humanbeings
got panicky at her behavior and prayed to her
brother, Murbi Penu to disengage her from her
divine pagtime. Murbi Penu persuaded TanaPenu
to abstainfromher horrific pastime. Pleased with
thesubmission of her brother, TanaPenu stopped
her ferocious hustles but with an assurance by
human beings that they would be devoutly
disposed to the other creatures of the universe
and show kindnessto oneand al on earth. The
human beingsagreed to her conditions. At last,
Tana Penu was pleased to abstain from her
devastating operation. In the words of Pandit
Suryanarayan Dash, in a steadily but gradual
metamorphic transformation in their mode of
worship, Jakeri Penu, TanaPenu and Mubri Penu
might have been worshipped over the time as
Baabhadra, Subhadraand Jagannath and theroof
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of thedivine ater might have been adopted a a
later period as Sudarsan, the symbol of Chakra
by the side of the three deities. Subhadra was
thus worshipped as Bhairabi since the time
immemorid.

According to Dr. Kanhu Charan Mishra,
Adivasswere dso worshipping another goddess
named, Stambheswari, as their Ista Devi with
utmost devotion. Stambeswari, according to Dr.
Mishra, wasthe original form of Subhadra. Be
that asit may, Stambewsari wasall along being
worshipped asa Tantric deity. Eventoday, sheis
worshipped inthe Tantric order inthewestern
and southern partsof Orissa. Intheorder of this
analogy, Subhadra must have been adopted in
the Hindu pantheon as agoddess endowed with
theimmense power of Mayain her Vidya and
Avidyaforms. Dr. Mishrafurther saysthat inthe
southern parts of Orissa, Narayan Bhagwan was
worshipped in different places in the name of
Swayambhu. At a later period, Swayambhu
acquired thedigtinctivenessas Jagannath. Smilarly
inthemiddle part of Orissa, Maninageswarawas
worshipped as a form of Lord Siva
Maninageswara was later worshipped as
Balabhadrawith al thedivine attributesof Lord
Siva. Thisishow acomposite form of religion
had developed in Orissa by 14th century AD.
This was known as Jagannath religion. In the
words of Dr. Kanhu Charan Mishra, thesefaiths
actually constituted the cult of Lord Jagannath.
Despite myriad divergent factors, the cult of the
Lord had developed asa synthetic spiritud faith
irrespective of divergent religious bdiefs of the

people.

According to Dr. Harekrushna Mahatab,
the Jagannath pantheon is the spiritual
transformation of the Buddhist symbol, namely,
Triratna. While Jagannathji is acclaimed asthe
symbol of Budha Ratna, Balabhadra and
Subhadra are adored as the spiritual forms of
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Sangha Rathaand Dharma Ratnarespectively.
Inthebdief of Hindu monks, the names, Buddha
and Jagannath are no different fromeach other.
In Hindu scriptures, Jagannath is named as
Buddhaand Buddhais also named as Jagannath

Not only this. Inthe worshipping process
of the Hindu pantheon, Jagannath, worshipped
ontheRatnavedi, hasdl thelikenessof Buddha
It isbelieved inthisconnectionthat Buddhaasan
"Avaar" wasborninthehumanformfor theuplift
of the spiritually bashful and for restoring
righteousness in the society. It needs to be
mentioned here that Dharma as adored in
Buddhismhasafemae connotation. In course of
time, when Triratnawastransformed into three
digtinct divine symbolsand depicted with spiritua
significanceon a"supalikestructure’, thelatter
were adopted over the period of timeintheforms
of Balabhadra, Jagannathand Subhadra. Inthe
wordsof Dr. HarekrushnaMahatab, the Dharma
Ratnaof Buddhism having afemale connotation
waslater adopted inthe form of Subhadraonthe
Ratnavedi of the Grand Temple. Inthe Tantric
expositionsof Buddhism, like SambaraMandala,
Sadachakra Mandala and Kalachakrabarti
Mandalathere have been referencesto goddess
Subhadraaong with her form, color and inbeing
attributesinelaborate details.

In the words of historian like Prabhat
Mukharjee and spiritual analyst like Prahallad
Pradhan, the 14th century AD was said be a
period of visonary confluenceof different religions
like Buddhism, VVashnavism, Saivismand different
Tantracultsof thosetimes. A climax wasreached
during this period inthe order of perfect unity of
all those religions and faiths reflecting a new
gpiritua doctrineknownas Jagannath religion. In
the Grand Temple, Puri, Jagannath having the
likeness of Buddha, Bal abhadrahaving thedivine
attributes of Siva and Subhadra being Sakti
Swarupa, the three images were mystically
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consecrated together bringing about arenascent
metamorphosis in the spiritual belief and the
reasoning of the people.

In 15th century AD, thereweremany more
innovativetrandformationsintheorder of worship
of the Jagannath pantheon. Subhadra was
goiritualy endorsed asthereplicaof Brahmawhile
Balabhadraand Jagannath were worshipped as
Sivaand Vishnu respectively. Thiswas anew
spiritual concept. Thishighlighted theideology of
Trimurti worship. SardlaDas in hisfamousOriya
Mahabharat also made areference to thisorder
of divine adoration.

The devotee-poet of the Lord, Sri
Yosabanta Das has presented in this connection
in his "Premabhakti Brahma Gita" that when
Brahmawasmaking out adivineplanto create
theuniverse, Mother Earth, thepotential force of
Yogamaya Shakti, wished to have divine union
with himfor the above purposeand accordingly
approached Brahmawith afervent apped onthis
score. Brahma was dismayed at the appeal of
Mother Earth. He curtly turned down her offer.
After all Goddess Earth, being the replica of
Yogamaya Shakti, had the status of divinemother
inrelationto Brahma. How could he accept such
an unusual proposal ? The very thinking of a
phenomenon likethe above wasapernicioussin.
However Goddess Earthwas crosswith Brahma
for hisavowed denid. She cursed Brahmasaying
"Oh, thecreator of the universe ! By disagreeing
to a sacred divine cause, you have displayed
utmost disrespect to thewomen-classingeneral.
S0, asa consequence of your unwanted action,
you would descend inthe universeintheform of
a woman. Brahama was stupendously
flabbergasted. He never expected such a
catastropheto befal himfor arightful actionon
hispart. Lord Vishnu however appeared before
himat thisstage and said "Hey, Brahma! Your
appearance on earth is tethered to a divine

Orissa Review * September-October - 2007

purpose. InKali Yuga, when | would appear in
theform of Jagannath, you would beworshipped
by my side as Subhadra. Peoplewon't know that
you are Brahmaintheformof Subhadra. Thisis
the secret about the divine appearance of
Subhadraonthe Ratnavedi of the Grand Temple.

Thereisanother version about Subhadra
having thelikeness of Radhaaccording to Gaudiya
Vashnavites. Subhadraisnone other than Radha,
the"Alhadini Sakti" of Lord Jagannath. Inthat
way, Jagannath Mahaprabhuisthereplicaof Lord
Krishna. The Vaishnavites of Utkal Pradesh
however haveadifferent viewpoint inthisregard.
They accept Subhadraasthesister of Baabhadra
and Jagannath. MattaBalaram Das, the leading
devotee-poet of the "Utkaliya Vaishnab cult"
derives the viewpoints of the Gaudiya
Vaishnavites. Inhis"Bhaba Samudra’, Balaram
Dashasaccused the L ord for having dlowed the
concretion of Subhadra, Hissister inthe place of
Mahaaxmi, Hisdivine consort.

In the Tantric order of worship, it is
bdlieved that Vimalaand Subhedraareno different
from each other. Their mode of worship is by
and large, one and same. Both are worshipped
with thesameBijamantra,i.e"OmHring". Insome
scriptures, Subhadra, like Bimala, isdepicted as
Mahadevi and Jagannath as Bhairab.

This, in brief, is all about Subhadra we
worship inthe Grand Temple, Puri. Thewhole
thing speaksof theimmanent transcendent nature
of the omnipresent Lord both asthe Ruler and
Darubrahma of the cosmos through the
manifestations of Prakriti, hissalf made delusion.
Consecration of Subhadra on the Ratnavedi
conveys this ideology in the process of divine
adoration.

Durgamadhab Dash livesat Ananta Vihar (Phase-1l),
Pokhariput, Bhubaneswar, Orissa.
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