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Devi Sureswari of Sonepur

Sonepur isthe second town of Orissanext to the
state capitd Bhubaneswar isfamousfor itstemple
culture. Sonepur istheonly town of western Orissa
where alarge number of attractive and heart
touching templesare found. It isthe symbol of
cultural movement and glorious past. These
templesalso show our greatnessinthefields of
art, architecture, tradition and religiousfath. The
historic town Sonepur, is the headquarter of
Suvarnapur district. Itsgeographycd situationis
responsiblefor the growth of acultural centre.
Thistownislocated in the confluence of the holy
river Mahanadi and itstributary, the Tel. The
importance of this place is increased due to
considerable antiquarian and archaeological
interest. Inpast Sonepur wasruled by thevarious
royal dynasties of Orissa like the Bhanjas, the
Kaachuris, the Teluguchodas, the Somaand the
GangaVamss. Lastly thisregion was captured
by Madan Gopal Singh Deo theyounger brother
of Balaram Singh Deo the Chauhan ruler of
Sambalpur. He defeated atribal chief of Gond
clan and exercised the Chauhan supremacy inthis
area. Gangadhar Mishra the Court poet of
Baliarsingh Deo of Sambalpur has described
Sonepur asthe second Varanas in his Sanskrit
text "KosdanandaKavyam'. In Sonepur thirteen
Chauhanrulersruled for morethanthree hundred
years. Duringther rule, number of new temples
were constructed which increased cultural
activities, religious spirit and improved thevaue
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of ritud, customs, and faith. It issaid by the people
that therewere 108 templesin Sonepur in past.
Thirty templesarefound in Sonepur at present.

It is also said that eight temples are
dedicated to Astha Chandi. These templesare
Sureswari, Khambeswari, Bhagavati, Samalei,
Vimalaksi, Narayani, Rama Chandi, and
Dasameti. Sonepur isanancient Saktipitha There
found other Sakti temples like Manikeswari
temple and the open air templeon the monolithic
rock inthegorge of the Mahanadi river called the
temple of Lankeswari. It isalso said by the people
that Sonepur was an ancient Tantra and Sakti
pitha. Pratap Ray the Court poet of Sonepur had
written amemorabletext named " Sashishend' in
which he hasdescribed about magic performance
and wonder power of Tantra Kumari Madan
Mauni. No doubt Sonepur is agreat place of
Sakti culture. Number of religiousrituals, faiths
and customsrelated to Saktacultureare observed
by people.

Devi Sureswari isthe presiding deity of
Subarnapur district. Peopleof thisdistrict show
their high devotional feeling towards Devi
Sureswari. Temple of Devi Sureswari issituated
in Sonepur town. A six-handed standing image
of Kali isworshhipped as Sureswari. Themain
festival of Devi Sureswari isobserved inthetime
of Dasshara. The"Bdijatra’ isoneof thegreatest
fair of Devi whichis celebrated fromthe Aswina
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Amabashyato Purnimafor fifteen days. Entire
Sonepur town becomes crowded and sounded
by thetraditional musica instruments Inpast it is
heard that the human sacrifice wasbeing given
near thetempleof Devi Sureswari. Even during
the time of Biramitro Singh Deo, the ruler of
Sonepur that incident. According to apopular
legend Parshuram had performed avedic sacrifice
here and established Devi Sureswari by the
direction of hismother Renuka. Thetempleside
of Devi Sureswari isregarded as Renuka Pitha.
The sacrificial altar of Parshuramis known as
"Khaulagada'. Thetempleof Devi Sureswari is
dtuated inthe south-west direction of the town.
Themaingate of the templefacestowards east
but Devi Sureswari lookstowardsnorth. Seven
Pondsarefound by thetempleside of Sureswari.
According to many scholars these pondswere
the fort moats of the Kalachuri rulers. Devi
Sureswari wasthe presding deity of thefort of
Chauhan ruler Achal Singh Deo who was the
builder of that historic temple. But after that
MahargaBiramitraSingh Deo congructed many
images of parsvadevatas. Devi Sureswari is
worshipped in Vana Durga mantra. In the
parsvadevata niches, there are images of ten-
handed dancing Durga, four-handed Devi sitting
inlalitasanaand eight-handed Ganesaall onthe
Visvagpadmapedesds Standingimageof Bhairav
andtantricBuddhist goddessnamed Taraare kept
here and there al around thetemple. Thereisa
Khaulgadain the temple premises. During the
Badlijatra, Barua(the priest) smearsthe soils of
Khaulagadainhisown body. Thenthe God enters
inthe body of the Barua. In aceremony named
"KhaulaPhitad' inwhich the soil iscollected from
the Khaulgada, the Barua collects the soil from
theK haulgadainthemidnight of month of Aswina
If thewhite soils come out fromthe Khaulagada,
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itisconsidered asthe good symbol. Theredand
black colour soil identify sorrow, suffering, iliness
It issaid by peoplethat alarge number of horrses
had been sacrifised herein the past. So the soil is
poisonous. The soil is smeared in the body of
Baruafor entering of God in hisbody. Thereisa
great faith among people that Devi Sureswari
fulfills the the desires of the devotees. Devi
Sureswari becomes Dasavesafromthefourth day
of full mooninthe month of Aswina Thesevesas
are Kali, Tara, Sodashi, Bhubaneswari,
Chinnamasta, Bagaamukhi, Bhairavi, Matang,
Kamaaand Dhumabati. Devi Sureswari iswell
decorated with above vesas in the time of
Dasahara. Devi isaso offered prayer in sodasha
upachara. The Dasavesaof Devi Sureswari are
very attractiveand heart touching. Devoteesfrom
far and wide come here to see the Dasavesain
thetime of Dasahara. Ontheday of "Nuakhai"
themassfegtival of western, ArnnaBhogaisfirst
offered to Devi Sureswari. Then the people of
Subarnapur district take the Prasada. It is said
by the people that in every midnight Devi
Sureswari movesaround Sonepur town by horse.
People say Devi protectsthe devoteesintime of
needs. Thetemple of Devi Sureswari occupy a
great positionis Sakti culture. It isoneof thewdll
known ancient Sakti pitha of Orissa. Devi
Sureswari was the presiding deity of Sonepur
royd family. People have great fathonthedivine
power, love and blessings of Devi Sureswari. So
they have been showing devotional respect to
Devi Sureswari.
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