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‘xxx The result of the patient and
industrious enquiry of one, who, unaided by
the accumulated knowledge of the western
astronomers resolutely set himselfto solve the
problem of celestial mechanics by the aid of
such instruments which he could fashion
himself.” Nature- British Science Journal,
March 9, 1899
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Brahe and bearing in mind Chandrasekhar's
life, we may regard him as the veritable Tycho
of India. Like Tycho, our author belongs to a
noble family which had for a series of years
claimed Independence. Tycho's early
education was in Latin, and what Latin is to
Europe, Sanskrit is to India. Young
Chandrasekhara was early acquainted with the
sacred love of Sanskrit. His knowledge was
so far advanced as to enable him to compose
verses in it, as Tycho could in Latin. Tycho
had been destined to lead a soldier's life but
his uncle who adopted him made him study
Law. While he was so engaged, his attention
was drawn to astronomy by the prediction of
a solar eclipse in 1560 AD. Like him
Chadrasekhara received his education from his
uncle, and the same search after the unknown
led our Indian Tycho to penetrate the
mysterious destinies of men with the help of
astrology. It is said that all sciences had their
origin in wonder, and it is pre-eminently true
to astrology. Nothing but star-gazing could
have excited the simple yet noble utterances
of the Vedic Rishis, and star-gazing has given
birth to a Hipparchus and a Galileo, may we
add to the Tycho of Europe and Tycho of
India ?’ (d@Ig @d&s - Introduction - page-LIII,
Edition-1998)
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It demonstrates the degree of accuracy which
was possible in astronomical observations
before the invention of telescopes.’
Knowledge - American Science Journal, Vol-
XXII, Jan-Dec.-1899
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‘And what did our Indian Tycho
receive ? He met with sneers from his equals
in position, because he shook off the
aristocratic prejudice against star-gazers and
fortune-tellers. He had no one to encourage
him in his pursuit, and no notice was taken of
his work. Our Government could only confer
upon him an empty title which he had never
coveted. Geniuses are like delicate plants,
never plentiful any where, and depend upon
tender care for growth and development and
fertility. Let me therefore hope that the past
neglect of his countrymen may yet be
compensated, and that better days may yet
dawn upon our old and crippled observer of
heavenly bodies’ (d®le @d&s, Introduction,
p.LV)
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